
SPECIAL LAND USES

Management Situation
As of September 30, 1990, approximately 7,578 acres were IJnder special use authorization. More than half
the acreage is for roads and utility lines. About 1,074 acres are water impoundments for public water
systems and for flood prevention purposes. Plbout 493 acres are in agricultural uses which are prescribed
for the benefit of recreation and wildlife resources. Special uses serving individuals rather than public
needs amount to about 50 acres.

The number and acreage of special use authorizations for ir1dividual use do not increase rapidly; terminat-
ed uses tend to offset new uses. The number and acreage of special uses serving public needs such as
roads, utilities, water supplies, power and flood control maintain a steady increase. As adjoining private
land use changes from agriculture to homesites, demands for individual special uses of adjacent Forest
land increases. Most requests for individual uses are deniE~d, but permits for access and utility corridors
are usually granted, when these uses cannot be reasonably accommodated on private lands. There are
no recreation residence special use permits on the Forest. There are no areas where this type of activity
will be allowed.

Planning Assumptions
There will continue to be a demand on the Forest for special uses, both public and private.

Any right-ot-way request tor public use must be considered.

The number of uses will gradually increase as new uses are added; others will be terminated, but not at
a rate equal to the permit increase. The rate of increase is projected at 3% per year.

Objectives
Minimize dedication of public land to single use.

Establish utility corridors within the Forest where there is an anticipated need.

Management Direction
Authorizations will not be granted until an environmental analysis is conducted.

Additional uses for private purposes will not be granted unless unavoidable, or there are no reasonable
alternatives.

Authorizations for public benefit will be granted when the use cannot be reasonably accommodated on
lands other than National Forest lands.

E.3 Lands Management
Appendix E

Amendment #2 -6/94



-
APPALACHIAN NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL

Management Situation
The National Trails System Act (PL 90-546, as Amended) au1:horizes acquisition of lands or interest in lands
along the Trail to ensure that the Trail has legal access and is sufficiently protected from developments
which would detract from the Trail experience. All of the Trail across the Forest, located on the Pedlar
Ranger District, has at least the minimum needed tread protection. Consistent with the current regional
policy statement for Appalachian Trail acquisition, the Forest has inventoried Priority II and III private tracts
along the Trail that are needed to ensure an adequate corridor or enhance the hiker experience.

Planning Assumptions
Subject to availability, the Forest will acquire adequate interest in Prioirty II and III tracts by the end of FY
94.

Objective
Contact owners of each identified tract and either acquire or acquire protective interest so as to meet the
regional time frames.

Management Direction
Complete acquisition of at least protective interest in Prioirty II tracts by the end of FY 94 subject to funding
and availability.

E.4Lands Management
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RIGHT-Of-WAY GRANTS fOR ROADS (EASEMENTS)

Management Situation
There are currently 50 special use authorizations for State roads. These authorizations will eventually be
converted to easements. No construction of new State roads across the Forest is anticipated or planned.
Activities requiring additional easements will be for road iimprovement.

Planning Assumptions
There will continue to be a demand from State agencies for road easements to cover highway improvement

projects.

Objective
Provide an efficient and timely granting of easements for State projects that provide public benefits.

Management Direction
Process applications promptly.

Work with State agencies to assure adequate mitigation ,of environmental disturbance.

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATION COMMISSION (FERC) LICENSES AND PERMITS

Management Situation
The Virginia Power Bath County Pumped Storage Project has been constructed on the Forest under FERC
license.

Planning Assumptions
This projf~ct will remain operational.

Other projects may be proposed.

Objective
Ensure early Forest Service involvement in licensing procedures and license administration to adequately
mitigate environmental disturbance.

Management Direction
Administration of licensed projects will be on a continuing basis.

LAND STATUS MAINTENANCE

Management Situation
The Fore.st ownership pattern results in a high demand fol' status information from adjoining landowners.

Planning Assumptions
Need for status information on Forest land will increase as adjoining land values increase.

Management Direction
Maintain land status systems.

Utilize new technology such as LaMS, automated ma~'ping, and GIS, to improve flow of information.
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LANDLINE LOCATION

Management Situation
-On October 1,1992, there were 2,923 miles of boundary lines on the Forest and 15,050 property corners.
1,623 miles of these landlines and 7,660 property corners are considered to be established to Forest
Service standards. Approximately 55% of the property lines and corners are in a desirable condition. The
condition of the balance ranges from barely discernible to f,airly obvious. As use of the Forest and adjoining
private land increases, the demand for well established landlines escalates.

Planning Assumptions
Elimination of the backlog of landlines in this 10 year planning period will continue to be the Forest goal.

The current land line location program (83 miles/year avelrage) will not meet the year 2000 goal.

Objective
-Establish 130 miles of landlines per year. This is considered the minimum acceptable level to complete
the remaining 1,300 miles. Share the cost of establishment with adjoining owners where possible.

Managel1r1ent Direction

Establish all land lines to Forest Service standard within the first plan period.

BOUNDARY MAINTENANCE

Planning Assumptions
Maintenance is required to protect the investment in landline location.

Objective
Maintenance will be required on the existing 1598 miles of boundary line once every 10 years (160 miles
annually) .

Maintenance of the 2,923 miles of boundary line, once established, will be at the same rate and schedule,
every 10 years.

Management Direction
Maintain established boundary lines on a 10-year frequency.
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APPENDIX F
PROGRAM BUDGET DEVELOPMENT

INTRODUCTION

The Forest will budget to implement the Plan. The following table displays the estimates of resource

outputs and finances needed yearly to achieve the Plan !;}oals and objectives during the first decade of

Plan implementation.

Unless major changes are made in the Plan, this information should not change during the life of the Plan.

However, Plan outputs and cost estimates are just that -estimates. Flexibility to adjust these estimates in

the budget requests is necessary as we move through Plan implementation. For example, new initiatives

and other requirements unknown at the time of Plan development may change the estimates presented.

Inflation also needs to be taken into account. The budget presented will be adjusted for inflation using GNP

Implicit Price Deflators. All costs have been converted to 1993 dollars.

CAPITAL INVESTMEfI~TS

Capital investments represent large expenditures in funds within a given year. Examples include camp-

ground expansions or new facility construction. These investments are displayed in the Recreation Facility

Construction information that follows. Information onthe Capital Investment program is also located in Plan

Appendix B.

COLUM"I HEADINGS

Definitions for the column headings used in the table are provided below:

Activity Name -Action taken to manage natural resources.

Activity C;ode -An alpha-numeric label for an activity or !~rouping of activities.

Fund Name -Major Resource Program Areas used by Congress in funding the Budget.

Fund Code -An alpha-numeric label for the major resource programs.

Unit of Measure -A quantity descriptor of a yearly activity, used when applicable.

Cost -Average annual estimated costs in 1993 dollars.

Plan Budget
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