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The Siuslaw NF centennial “Celebrating the Siuslaw National Forest 1908-2008” is here. During the coming months, you 
will be seeing a series of short informational stories called “Fun Facts” about the Siuslaw coming to a computer screen 
near you.  Please join the centennial committee as we share some of the Forest’s history, milestone events, interesting 
people, places and changes over the past 100 years. There will be about one fun fact a week sent out between now and 
the end of September.   

Your centennial team asks you to join us as we celebrate the Siuslaw. So take out your favorite Siuslaw NF 
map, erase all the Siuslaw NF lands on and around Marys Peak, add about 90,000 acres of land south of 

the Umpqua River now known as the Elliot State Forest, and imagine adding some 80,000 to 100,000 acres in 
smaller parcels widely scattered across the landscape within the current Forest boundary, a boundary not to be 
confused with the original shape of the forest.  

These scattered land parcels were purchased outright, acquired by exchange or transferred between agencies 
over the last century.  You now begin to see the magnitude of change in land base alone as the Siuslaw National 
Forest has become the place we know today. 

Add to this an ever changing forest landscape shaped by fire, storms, changes in 
resource management practices and ten decades of history created in part by the 
employees of this forest.   What emerges is a portion of the Oregon Coast Range 
landscape. different yet very similar to the Tillamook National Forest and portions 
of the Umpqua National Forest that were joined by Executive Order to become 
the Siuslaw National Forest on July 1, 1908.  The Executive Order was signed by 
President Theodore Roosevelt who, by Presidential Proclamation, had created the 
two previous National Forests with Gifford Pinchot as part of the so called midnight 
forests a year earlier. 

The midnight forest story is a fascinating piece of our history wherein Senator 
Charles W. Fulton from Oregon introduced an amendment to the 1907 Agricultural 
Appropriations Bill (funding source for the fledgling Forest Service) to take away  
the power of the President to create National Forests by proclamation, reserving that 
power to congress.  The amendment was introduced on February 25, 1907. Roosevelt 
and Pinchot spent a few frantic days creating numerous forest reserves in the western 
states.  These proclamations were completed on March 2, 1907, just two days before 
Roosevelt signed the bill taking away his most effective tool to add National Forests 
across the United States to the young agency he had helped create. 

Stay tuned for more fun facts. 
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