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No administrative roads will be designated as part of this decision.  The effects of reduced access to and use of them will 
be addressed in the effects analysis as part of the overall reduction of publicly used motorized routes and areas.     

 Rationale: 

 1. The rule at 36 CFR 212.51(a)(4) and (8) exempts limited administrative use by the Forest Service and [use] 
specifically authorized under a written authorization issued under Federal law or regulations. 

 2. The designation process is to address motorized recreation, not administratively used roads.  73 FR 74692 
states: “Identification of the minimum road system focuses on the need for roads in the forest transportation 
system, rather than on appropriate motor vehicle use on routes in the forest transportation system and in areas 
on NFS lands.  Therefore, the designation process, rather than identification of the minimum road 
system, determines the scope of opportunities for motorized recreation” (emphasis added).   

 3. Manual direction specifically separates travel analysis planning from the designation process: “Any proposals 
resulting from travel analysis for either purpose may be addressed in the same or different environmental 
analyses” (FSM 7712, p. 18, #3). 

Background 

• In its Travel Analysis Process report, the Santa Fe National Forest recommended 1,428 miles of roads for 
administrative use. 

• These miles were intended to fall under the exemption at 36 CFR 212.51(a)(4) and (8) – limited administrative 
use by the Forest Service and [use] specifically authorized under a written authorization issued under Federal law 
or regulations. 

• In the Access Travel Management module, the administratively used roads will be coded as maintenance level 2 
(or higher) CLOSED to use by the public.   

• More than 95% of the administratively used roads are used less than 1 time per month.  For instance, an 
administrative road might be used once per year to repair a trick tank.   

• The maintenance level 1 (closed) roads will be closed to all motorized use, including the Forest Service or its 
permittees.  In order to drive on a closed road, it must be opened and coded a maintenance level 2 or higher. 

• Written authorizations may allow motorized cross-country travel. 

This decision was arrived at in conjunction with staff from the Regional Office. 


