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     CHAPTER 9a 
 
Public Involvement 
 
In response to the proposal to operate on the Table Top Lease under a Surface Use Plan 
of Operation that was based on the analysis disclosed in the 1994 Table Top EIS, the 
Forest Service determined it was necessary to supplement the FEIS. On May 5, 2004 a 
“Notice of Intent,” to do a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement was published 
in the Federal Register.  
 
An informational letter was sent to the public on June 23, 2004 that described the history 
of the project and informed forest users of the authority and the schedule for the review 
of this project. This letter was mailed to individuals, agencies and companies involved in 
the original 1994 EIS and people who expressed an interest in this project or the 
management of the Evanston Ranger District. 
 
On September 21, 2004 the Draft Supplement Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) 
was mailed to the public for review. Some recipients received a hardcopy of the draft as 
well as a Compact Disk, which contained electronic copies of the 1994 Table Top EIS, 
Record of Decision, and the 2004 Draft Supplement to the FEIS. The electronic address 
for the Forest Service web site was also included for those who wished to review these 
documents on line. Others on the mailing list received a letter containing general 
information and the electronic address for the Forest Service website. The mailing list 
was the same as that used to send the June 23, 2004 letter with the exception of the 
addresses of the letters that were returned by the Postal Service. These addresses were no 
longer valid. The mailing list was updated with federal agencies that wish to receive 
environmental impact statements.  
 
The “Notice of Availability” for the DSEIS was published on October 8, 2004. This 
notice listed the project and stated the ending date (November 22, 2004) for submitting 
comments on the well proposal.  
 
A legal notice was published in the Salt Lake Tribune on, October 21, 2004 that served as 
a Notice of Opportunity to comment on the DSEIS.  The Forest Service received ten 
letters on the SDEIS. Two were from individuals, three from organizations, and five from 
government agencies.   
 
The ten letters received on the DSEIS along with the Forest Service responses are 
included in this chapter. 
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   Forest Service Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The analysis has been clarified with respect to impacts on roadless values.  
The disclosure recognizes direct effects because of the proximity of the 
proposal to the High Uintas Roadless area. Please refer to Page 4-24a in the 
FSEIS.   
 
The effects on the roadless landscape have been modified to reflect the 
linear nature of the road into the Main Fork drainage. Please refer to Page 4-
29a. 
 
 
 
Past actions that have modified roadless lands are discussed in more detail 
in the cumulative effects section on page 4-29a.  The temporal nature of this 
project’s effects is disclosed on page 4-28 of the FEIS. 
 
 
 
The cumulative effects analyzed in the Supplemental to the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement were developed considering specific 
projects and considered the specific and appropriate environmental effects 
of those projects.  The activities in Appendix L are the actions that may 
contribute to cumulative effects.  Each resource specialist considered those 
pertinent to the cumulative effects area for their resource as disclosed in 
Chapter 4 of the Supplement. 
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   Forest Service Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The information on Management Indicator Species and Threatened and 
Endangered species has been updated in Chapters 3 and 4 of the Final 
Supplement to the Environmental Impact Statement. 
 
The Forest has begun to assess population trends from existing data and 
data collected since the Revised Forest Plan was completed in March 2003.  
Species background, monitoring protocol, trend analysis techniques and 
assumptions, and summaries of data can be found in the Wasatch-Cache 
National Forest Management Indicator Species Report (USFS, 2005).    
 
 A Biological Assessment prepared by the Forest Service addresses how this 
project meets the intent of the Lynx Conservation Assessment and Strategy 
(LCAS) can be found in the project record.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service concurred with our analysis and determination of “may affect, but 
not likely to adversely affect” in the Biological Assessment. 
 
Pages 4-15 and 4-16 of the Final Environmental Impact Statement and the 
1993 Biological Assessment / Evaluation discuss the effect of displacement 
on a variety of wildlife species including lynx.  In addition, Mowat et al 
reports that Staples, presented data on lynx responses to close encounters 
with humans and found that lynx are generally tolerant of humans 
(Ruggiero 1999). 
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   Forest Service Response 
 
 
 
 
The land on which the exploratory well will be located has been leased 
since the 1970s. The decision to lease the near by acreage was made in the 
Revised Forest Plan (WCNF, 2003). The Mineral Leasing Act gives the 
Forest Service authority to offer lands for lease. 
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   Forest Service Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for reviewing the Draft Supplemental EIS and for your 
comments. 
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   Forest Service Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The forest scale roads analysis was completed as part of the Revised Forest 
Plan. The Forest Service Manual Provision inferred to in the comment is not 
pertinent to this project because the road and well site are not in the 
Inventoried Roadless Area.  
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   Forest Service Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forest Standard #5  the standard which states,” Prior to issuance of a permit 
or a license for activities such as mining, hydropower development, 
snowmaking, or water transmission facilities, instream flow determinations 
will be required…” Standard #5 would not apply unless a determination 
was made to utilize water from the Main Fork, Stillwater Fork or any other 
stream or river on the National Forest 
 
 
The wildlife section in Chapter 4 describes the affects to species including 
displacement, loss and/or change in habitat.  The Flammulated owl will be 
dropped under this analysis because of the “no impact” determination. 
 
 This information will be added to the Final Supplement to the 
Environmental Impact Statement. 
 
 
 
The nest occurs adjacent to Peninsula Road behind the locked gate.   (Road 
Number 306) 
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Forest Service Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The unconfirmed sighting of a Great Gray Owl was documented 8/31/94 on 
the eastern portion of the District outside of the project area 
 
The MOA with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the Utah 
State Historical Preservation Office is located in Appendix F, Agency 
Correspondence, of the FEIS. We believe it is appropriate to include the 
new concurrence from SHPO that affirms the MOA. It has been added as 
Appendix N 
 
The USFWS concurred with our analysis and determination of “may affect, 
but not likely to adversely affect” (concurrence letter dated December 15, 
2004).   
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   Forest Service Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Helicopters will not be used on this project. 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
The project includes many designs requirements to protect water quality 
(See Chapter2 and Appendices D and E of the FEIS). Effects to water 
quality are found on pages 4-7 through 4-10 of the FEIS. The Christmas 
Meadows summer homes now have another water source. Water Samples 
on these new springs were taken in 2004 by Double Eagle and a flow rate 
was determined. Appendix K of the FEIS requires water monitoring before 
construction, during construction and post project. The requirements in 
Appendix K will also be applied to the new springs.  
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Forest Service Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Reclamation will be done in accordance with the FEIS as described on 
page 2-9 and appendices B, C, E. 
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   Forest Service Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Transporting water in a pipeline is addressed on page 2-15 of the FEIS. Water 
would be pumped through the pipeline using a diesel driven 3-cycle engine. 
Water from a well drilled on the location should flow naturally however, if 
pumping is necessary a pump would be installed that uses the electricity 
generated by the drilling rig engines. If the well produces oil, there will likely be 
some associated natural gas produced. A portion of this gas would be used to 
operate the well site equipment such as a separator and or dehydration unit 
 
This project follows the standards and guidelines established in the Lynx 
Conservation Assessment and Strategy (LCAS) and the Forest Plan.  Standard 
and guidelines are intended to conserve the lynx, and to reduce or eliminate 
adverse effects from the spectrum of management activities on federal lands. A 
Biological Assessment prepared by the Forest Service addresses how this project 
meets the intent of the LCAS can be found in the project record.  The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service concurred with our analysis and determination of “may 
affect, but not likely to adversely affect” in the Biological Assessment. 
 
Materials in the reserve pit will be disposed as described on pages 2-8and 2-9 of 
the FEIS and in accordance with Onshore Order #7. 
 
Flaring the well is under the jurisdiction of the State of Utah and the BLM. A 
discussion on flaring is found on pages 4-21 and 4-22 of FEIS. Air quality is a 
concern and has been discussed in the FEIS on pages 3-21, 4-22, 4-23, 9-6. 
Impacts on air quality are short term and will be in the fall or winter when this 
area would have limited use by homeowners and as stated on page 3-21 of the 
FEIS,” The high elevation (about 9600 feet) is above most potentially pollutant 
sources and inversion problems. 
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   Forest Service Response 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comments and reviewing the Draft Supplemental EIS. 
 
 
Specific measures addressing lighting in relation to migratory birds and 
aviation safety are discussed in the FEIS on page 2-8. 
 
 
The Forest Service is working with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on a 
proposal to track avian mortality. 
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   Forest Service Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for reviewing the Draft Supplemental EIS. 
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   Forest Service Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The information for lynx has been updated and is presented in the Final 
Supplement to the Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS).   
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Forest Service Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This project follows the standards and guidelines established in the Lynx 
Conservation Assessment and Strategy (LCAS) and the Forest Plan.  Standard 
and guidelines are intended to conserve the lynx, and to reduce or eliminate 
adverse effects from the spectrum of management activities on federal lands. A 
Biological Assessment prepared by the Forest Service addresses how this project 
meets the intent of the LCAS can be found in the project record.  The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service concurred with our analysis and determination of “may 
affect, but not likely to adversely affect” in the Biological Assessment. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The lynx analysis has been updated to clarify how standards and guidelines are 
being met. 
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`  Forest Service Response 
  

When LAU’s were designated to comply with the Lynx Conservation 
Assessment Strategy suitable and non-suitable habitat was identified.  Non-
habitat should not be confused with unsuitable habitat.  Non-habitat was defined 
by certain vegetation types and landscape features.  The remaining habitat was 
considered suitable and broken into secondary and primary habitat.  LAU 35 
currently has 12.9% unsuitable habitat.  There would be an additional .017% 
change in habitat from suitable to unsuitable within LAU 35 from the proposed 
project.  This information has been added to Chapter 4 of the FSEIS. 
 
Standards and Guidelines to conserve and reduce adverse effects for lynx are 
listed on page 2-21b of the FSEIS.  A Biological Assessment was sent to the 
USFWS addressing affects to lynx from the proposed project.  The USFWS 
concurred with our analysis and determination of “may affect, but not likely to 
adversely affect” (concurrence letter dated December 15, 2004). 
 
The Forest has begun to assess population trends from existing data and data 
collected since the Revised Forest Plan was completed in March 2003.  Species 
background, monitoring protocol, trend analysis techniques and assumptions and 
summaries of data can be found in the Wasatch-Cache National Forest 
Management Indicator Species Report (USFS, 2005).   Updated information for 
snowshoe hare has been added to Chapter 3. 
 
The Peninsula Transect, which represents a mature aspen/conifer vegetation type, 
was established within the project area.  The information collected can be found 
in the Forest MIS survey data. 
 
Monitoring is conducted to identify active beaver colonies within randomly 
located sections (1 square mile) across the forest.  Updated information for 
beaver has been added to Chapter 3.  
 
 
 



Table Top     Final Supplement 
Exploratory Oil Well     Environmental Impact Statement 

FSEIS        Chapter 9 
                                                                                                                  9-51d 

  
 

    
Forest Service Response 

 
The discussion for cutthroat trout has been updated in Chapters 3 and 4 of the 
FSEIS. Collected data for the area show the population of cutthroat is stable. 
 
 
 
Oil and Gas exploration activities, which to this point have included road 
construction, do not appear to have impacted the cutthroat trout in this area.  New 
activities, which include the construction of additional roads and drilling a test 
well should have no, to limited impacts on aquatic resources.  See chapter 4 for 
the affects analysis and potential impacts to aquatic species.      
 
 
 
 
Alternate and replacement next areas have been identified to comply with 
implementation guidance for the northern goshawk found in Appendix X of the 
Revised Wasatch-Cache Forest Plan. 
 
 
 
The guidance for goshawk management on the Wasatch-Cache National Forest is 
the Revised Forest Plan.  Page X-2 Appendix X of the Revised Forest Plan states 
“During active nesting periods in active nest areas (approximately 30 acres) 
restrict management activities and permitted uses if the activity or use is likely to 
result in nest abandonment.  Scheduling road construction activities in the post- 
fledgling after September 1 and the mitigation measures listed on page 4-19 of 
the FEIS will limit activity in the nest area and make abandonment of the nest 
unlikely. 
 
The project as it is designed, including the mitigation measures, is in compliance 
with the guidance for goshawk management in the Revised Forest Plan.  The 
goshawk section in Chapter 4 has been updated to clarify this discussion. 
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   Forest Service Response 
 
BMP’s and runoff controls are discussed throughout Chapter 2 of the FEIS and 
Appendices C and D.   A water quality monitoring plan is in Appendix K.   
Because the project was initiated in 1995 we have on the ground evidence of the 
effectiveness of the BMPs.  The disclosure on page 4-14a of the FSEIS provides 
this evaluation. 



Table Top     Final Supplement  
Exploratory Oil Well     Environmental Impact Statement 

FSEIS        Chapter 9 
                                                                                                                           9-42a 

 
 

 
 

 
Forest Service Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for reviewing the Draft Supplemental EIS. 
 


