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Trees of Beckwourth Ranger District

Plumas National Forest
Beckwourth Ranger District

From mountaintop panoramas to views from valleys floors, trees both near and far add color and texture to the
mountains described by John Muir as the Range of Light. Trees are a significant part of the scenic beauty of the Sierra
Nevada. Many paved and unpaved roads along with hiking trails in the Beckwourth Ranger District provide
opportunity for exploring the forest.

This is a Temperate Coniferous Forest. Temperate Coniferous Forests are divided into six biotic zones. These biotic
zones can be seen as a belt-like distribution of ecological communities that reflect changes in topography, climate,
Conifers

Conifers are distinguished from other trees by their foliage and method of reproduction. With a few exceptions,
reproduction is accomplished by bearing cones. Male cones bear pollen and female cones bear seeds. Foliage is
usually green needle-like leaves. Typical conifers include pines, firs, and cedars.
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Ponderosa Pine
Pinus ponderosa
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Other Common Trees and Shrubs
Quaking Aspen
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Black Cottonwood
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Populus_trichocarpa

Height to 100’. This tree has
dark green, oval leaves turning
yellow and orange in the fall. Bark is smooth and
gray that furrows with age. It prefers wetter soils of
stream banks and other riparian areas.
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