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Camping in the Sawtooth Na onal Recrea on Area 

Congress established the Sawtooth NRA in 1972, to preserve and protect the Area’s “natural, scenic, 
historic, pastoral, and fish and wildlife values and to provide for the enhancement of the recrea on 

values associated therewith.”  

This is an informa onal sheet. Please refer to Motor Vehicle Use Map for more detailed informa on and regula ons 
about dispersed camping. Observe all posted signs on the ground.  

Know Before You Go 
Plan ahead and prepare: 

 Be familiar with rules and regula ons. 
 Be prepared with supplies and equipment. 
 Obtain a map of the area that includes roads, private land, trails, landmarks, and other features. Maps may be 

purchased at the Stanley Ranger Sta on or Headquarters. 

Travel and choosing a campsite: 
 Motorized travel is allowed only on signed, designated roads and trails. Obtain a Motor Vehicle Use Map at a 

Forest Service office or online. 
 Use only established camp sites and camp only on durable surfaces, like sand or gravel.  
 Avoid damaging soil and vegeta on. 
 Camp at least 150 feet from water. 
 Observe all road closures.  

Dispose of waste properly: 
 Pack out all of your trash. 
 Use exis ng toilets or bury your poop 6-8 inch and at least 150 feet from water and cover the pit with soil before 

you leave. Pack out your toilet paper. 
 Always dump wastewater from trailers and motorhomes at designated dump sta ons. 
 Do not use soap or wash dishes or clothing in streams or lakes.  

Leave what you find: 
 Take pictures, so others can enjoy the rocks, plants, and archaeological objects.  
 Ar facts are protected by the An qui es Act. 

Be responsible with fire: 
 Always check for fire restric ons. 
 Use exis ng fire rings. 
 Consider using a camp stove instead of building a fire.  
 Build your fire in an area that is free of flammable vegeta on. 
 Never leave your campfire una ended. 
 Put your fire out completely before leaving the campsite or going to bed. Pour water on the fire and s r the 

ashes un l they are cool to the touch. If it’s too hot to touch, it’s too hot to leave.  
 Do not park on dry grass. 
 Ex nguish and dispose of cigare e bu s safely.  
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Respect Wildlife:  
 Be aware that black bears are in this area. 
 Don’t feed, interact with, or disturb wildlife. 
 Follow the Bear Food Storage Order. 

Respect other visitors and neighbors: 
 Dogs must be on a leash no longer than 6  in developed campgrounds. 
 Respect private landowners and don’t trespass on private property.  
 Minimize noise, be kind!  

What is Dispersed Camping? 
Dispersed camping, also called dry camping, is where there are no facili es like bathrooms or picnic tables and no fee is 
required. 

Where Can I Disperse Camp? 
Dispersed camping is allowed within 300  of a designated road only in areas iden fied on the Motor Vehicle Use Map 
(MVUM). Look for the li le dots that line the roads. If there are no dots, you may only camp in designated or developed 
campsites. 

Download the free MVUM on the Avenza App. Your smartphone’s GPS shows your loca on even without cell service. Use 
the map to ensure you are on system roads designated for your vehicle type and that dispersed camping is allowed.  

 Avenza App 
 Sawtooth National Forest Sawtooth National Recreation Area Motor Vehicle Use Map 
 Sawtooth National Forest Sawtooth National Recreation Area Motor Vehicle Use Map Insets 
 Maps and Publications page 

Designated Dispersed Camping 
In some areas, dispersed camping is allowed only in signed designated sites. These sites have a site post with a camp 
symbol and may have a fire ring. You can find these areas on your MVUM by the absence of dots lining the system road.  

Here are some areas where you can find designated dispersed campsites: 

 The southern Sawtooth NRA boundary to Galena Summit. 
 Iron Creek Road 
 Salmon River Corridor — From the Hatchery to the Sawtooth NRA boundary. 
 Stanley Lake Complex 

Dispersed Camping Rules 
Camping rules and regula ons apply to make your experience safe and to keep the natural resources scenic and 
unspoiled for other users. It is your responsibility to know these before you camp. 

1. Use exis ng campsites - Try to find a place someone else has already camped and where there's an exis ng fire 
ring.  

2. Pack it in, pack it out - That includes trash and pet waste.  
3. Plan ahead and prepare - Bring things that make it easier to live at camp and so you can take care of the 

campsite.  
4. Got to go? - Burry all poop in a hole 6 to 8 inches deep and pack out your toilet paper or use a 

portable/disposable toilet. 
5. Pay a en on to, and follow fire restric ons. 
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Bear Food Storage Order 
All food, beverage, refuse, and other scented items must be stored in a hard-sided vehicle, 
building, or in certified bear resistant container or hung 10’ from the ground and 4’ from a tree 
when not in immediate use.  

Camping Stay Limit 
Camping is limited to 10 days in any 30 day period. A er which you must move at least 30 miles for 30 days. Sept. 16 to 
Apr. 30, 10 days changes to 16 days.  

Camping in Wilderness 
Special regulations apply to each of our Wilderness areas. Be familiar with these rules before you go.  

Developed Campgrounds 
Check out the Visitor Guide for informa on about developed campgrounds. 

Some campgrounds are first come, first serve while others require a reserva on. Reserva ons may be made online at 
www.recrea on.gov or by calling 877-444-6777.  

Site Rules:  

 Check in: 2pm for reserved sites.  
 Check out: 1pm for all campers. 
 Generators: Allowed from 6am to 10pm. 
 Single site: Max of 8 people and 2 vehicles (1 vehicle included in fee). 
 Double site: Max of 16 people and 4 vehicles (2 vehicles included in fee). 
 Senior and Access Passes may be used for a 50% discount on single campsites.  

 Other Ameni es 
Showers 
Redfish Lake, Easley Hot Springs, Ketchum YMCA 

Commercial Campgrounds w/Hookups 
 Smile Creek Lodge 
 Valley Creek Lodge & RV Park 
 Stanley RV and Camp 
 The Meadows 
 Sawtooth Lodge 
 Mountain Village Resort 
 Torrey’s Burnt Creek Inn 
 Sawmill Sta on 
 Riverside RV 

Dump Sta ons 
 Stanley Ranger Sta on 
 Redfish Lake 
 Smiley Creek 
 North Fork Canyon Rd 


