
Though a tree grows so 
high, the falling leaves 
return to the root.  
-  Malay proverb  
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As much as we try, it is impossible to actually capture autumn in a 
camera.  In a maple stand, one isn’t looking at the fall colors the way you look 
at a photo, one is surrounded by fall, covered with leaves, embedded in 
autumn.  Fall has a depth to it that can’t show on a picture.  Leaves are within a 
few feet of your face and then continue on beyond sight.  Orange and red and 
yellow are everywhere, broken by only the grays and blacks of trunks and 
twigs that give some perspective to an otherwise incomprehensible scene.  
Even with that bit of perspective, it is still more than you can really take in.  A 
single tree literally has a million leaves on it; multiply that million by the 
number of trees in the forest and you get something completely beyond our 
capability to understand.  You just can’t show that in 12 megapixels.   

 
Add to that the photo’s 
lack of other senses.  Fall 
in the forest isn’t just eye candy.  The rustle 
of leaves in the wind, the crunch of them 
underfoot, the chittering of a squirrel who has 
spotted you in his territory - all of the sounds in 
the forest are parts of fall as well.  It is also a 
season rich in aromas.  Fall has a totally 
different scent than spring or summer.  It is an 
aroma of decay, but not an unpleasant one.  
The autumn haze described by early settlers is 
thought to be made from the breakdown of 
leaves over millions of acres of original forest, 
and the scent of our autumn may be just a pale 

shadow of what autumn smelled like in 1491.  Fall 
is also motion.  The name ‘fall’ itself is verb, not a 
noun.  Leaves blow across the ground, tremble on 
branches, and most of all fill the air as the cascade 
down in a stiff wind, or drift gently on a tiny 
zephyr.  Other seasons may be still, or calm, but fall 
is continuous movement.  
 
All this means that while we hope 
you enjoy our pictures of fall 
colors, we really hope you can get 
out there yourself and enjoy the 

movements, sounds, and scents of fall.  Enjoy 
the autumn, there’s not much left of it.  Fall is at 
peak now over most of the Forest, or a bit past.  
Colors are still very vibrant on the shore of 
Lake Superior; inland many areas are starting to 
lose leaves rapidly.  There are still many 
patches of peak color left though, but by next 
week….  
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