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Dear Friends of the Blue Mountains: 
 
In 2014, the Forest Service released a draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and draft Proposed 
Revised Forest Plans associated with the Blue Mountains Forest Plan Revision. You took the time to 
provide comments on these documents during the official public comment period, and we are grateful 
for your input. Thank you for getting involved and helping to shape the future of your Malheur, 
Wallowa-Whitman, and Umatilla National Forest Plans. 
 
You are not alone in submitting comments. In fact, we received over a thousand comment letters in 
2014. We will respond to substantive comments in the final EIS (according to regulation). In the 
meantime, we want you to know where we are with your comments, where we are with the Blue 
Mountains Forest Plan Revision, and what the next steps are in the planning process. 
 
Where are we with your comments?  Given the large volume and complexity of the comments we 
received, it has taken time to “code” them – that is, to read each of the comments and categorize 
them with similar comments. The reason we do this is to ensure that an appropriate Forest Service 
specialist can review comments that are in her/his area of expertise. As of July 2015, we received the 
coded comments back from our service provider. We have since shared the coded comments with 
specialists for their evaluation. Evaluating and responding to comments will continue through the 
remainder of 2015 and into 2016, and we will publish our response to the substantive comments in the 
final EIS. Comments are considered substantive if they are within the scope of, specific to, and have a 
direct relationship to the Forest Plan Revision and also include supporting reasons for the responsible 
official to consider. 
 
Where are we with the Blue Mountains Forest Plan Revision?  Although we have not yet published a 
response to comments, we identified a handful of topics for further discussion, including: Pace and 
Scale of Restoration, Access, Wilderness, and Grazing. We consulted with community leaders and re-
engaged with our publics (you) on these key topics—allowing people to listen to and learn from each 
other, and to find areas of agreement and understanding.  
 
This summer, we co-hosted or attended a dozen public meetings in communities across eastern 
Oregon and Washington, and we plan to announce additional meetings in the near future. People who 
care deeply about the Blue Mountains are sitting down with us to have face-to-face conversations, and 
many continue to have dialogue with us, about how they use their National Forests and how their uses 
are addressed in the Forest Plan Revision. We are taking detailed notes and carefully considering all of 
the input from these meetings. (We have posted meeting notes to the Blue Mountains Forest Plan 
Revision website at http://fs.usda.gov/goto/BlueMountainsPlanRevision.) 
 

http://fs.usda.gov/goto/BlueMountainsPlanRevision
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What are the next steps?  As you may know, we experienced a severe 2015 wildfire season in the 
Pacific Northwest, which required a unified response from local to national levels. These incidents 
disrupted many project and planning efforts, including public meetings related to the Blue Mountains 
Forest Plan Revision. We postponed meetings in August and September, because we and our partners 
needed time to focus on firefighting operations, and many people around the Blue Mountains also 
needed time to focus on the safety of their families, friends, and property. For many of us, attention is 
now turning to fire recovery. 
 
In the near future, we will evaluate how to move forward with public engagement to discuss the Blue 
Mountains Forest Plan Revision. We will continue to evaluate the information, ideas, and solutions 
shared during public meetings, and we will use this input to enhance the draft EIS and Proposed Forest 
Plans. At the same time, the comments we received on the draft EIS during the 2014 formal public 
comment period are important, and we will continue to evaluate them and provide detailed responses 
in the final EIS. 

 
We would like to keep in touch with you as we make progress, so please let us know if you have a new 
email address, phone number, or physical address. Kindly email pfargo@fs.fed.us with your updated 
information, or call 541-523-1231. 
 
In closing, we want to say thank you once again – for your involvement, for your patience throughout 
this complex process, and most of all, for your commitment to the stewardship of the Blue Mountains 
National Forests. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

    
THOMAS MONTOYA     STEVEN K. BEVERLIN 
Forest Supervisor Wallowa-Whitman NF  Forest Supervisor Malheur NF   
 

 
BILL GAMBLE 
Forest Supervisor Umatilla NF 
 
 
P.S. Many participants in the public meetings this summer expressed interest in other planning efforts 
and proposed projects that may be outside of the Forest Plan Revision process. For more information, 
please see the web links below. We also encourage you to call and/or visit your local District Office. 
National Forest staff would be happy to share information about planning and projects that may be 
closer to home or more specific to certain areas that interest you. 
 
Malheur National Forest 
Home Page: http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/malheur/home 
Planning: http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/malheur/landmanagement/planning 
Projects: http://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/malheur/landmanagement/projects 

mailto:pfargo@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/malheur/home
http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/malheur/landmanagement/planning
http://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/malheur/landmanagement/projects
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Umatilla National Forest 
Home Page: http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/umatilla/home 
Planning: http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/umatilla/landmanagement/planning 
Projects: http://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/umatilla/landmanagement/projects 
 
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest 
Home Page: http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/wallowa-whitman/home 
Planning: http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/wallowa-whitman/landmanagement/planning 
Projects: http://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/wallowa-whitman/landmanagement/projects 
 
Blue Mountains Forest Resiliency Project 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/bluemountainsforestresiliency 

 

 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/umatilla/home
http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/umatilla/landmanagement/planning
http://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/umatilla/landmanagement/projects
http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/wallowa-whitman/home
http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/wallowa-whitman/landmanagement/planning
http://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/wallowa-whitman/landmanagement/projects
http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/bluemountainsforestresiliency

