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Frequently Asked Questions 
Wild and Scenic Rivers – Inventory, Eligibility and 
Classification 
Why is the Forest Service considering wild and scenic rivers on these forests? 
We are revising the Inyo, Sequoia and Sierra National Forests’ land and resource management plans 
(forest plans) as directed by the 2012 Planning Rule. This rule requires us to inventory and determine wild 
and scenic river (WSR) eligibility and classification during forest plan revision. The Rule also requires us 
to manage eligible and suitable rivers to protect their free flow, water quality and outstandingly 
remarkable values. 

There are four steps in this process: inventory, eligibility, classification and suitability. This process 
follows guidance outlined in the 2012 Planning Rule Directives, Forest Service Handbook 1909.12 
Chapter 80, and the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968. We have completed an inventory of rivers and 
have determined which rivers meet eligibility requirements for WSR designation. 

What is the wild and scenic rivers inventory and eligibility process? 
There are four steps in the WSR process; three are required during plan revisions (inventory, eligibility, 
and classification) and one step (suitability) may happen during or after plan revision. 

• Step 1: Inventory: develop a systematic and comprehensive inventory of rivers to consider for 
their potential eligibility 

• Step 2: Eligibility: determine stream eligibility for inclusion in the WSR system (must be free-
flowing and have at least one outstandingly remarkable value such as scenic, recreational, 
geologic, fish, wildlife, historic, or cultural) 

• Step 3: Classify the rivers as “wild,” “scenic,” or “recreational” based on the level of 
development of the shoreline, watercourse and access at the time a river is found eligible 

• Step 4 Suitability: During suitability we assess the eligible rivers’ potential for inclusion in the 
WSR System. We evaluate the potential physical, biological, economic, and social effects of 
adding the river to the national system. A suitability study provides the basis for determining 
which rivers to recommend to Congress as potential additions to the national WSR system.   

Will this process be used in the future? 
Yes. We will use the process outlined here for future forest plan revision efforts; however, as we complete 
the wild and scenic rivers portion of our planning process, we will apply any lessons learned here to 
improve future planning efforts.  
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What materials is the Forest Service sharing with the public right now? 
We are sharing two sets of maps and a table for each forest on our regional forest planning website. The 
first map shows the comprehensive inventory of rivers that were identified for evaluation in step-one of 
the WSR process. The second map shows the results of step two, our eligibility evaluation, and of step 
three, classification. The table summarizes the results of the WSR evaluations, including classification 
and identified outstandingly remarkable values (ORVs) for those rivers and stream segments that were 
found, or reaffirmed, to be eligible.  

Is the wild and scenic rivers process complete for these three national forests? 
The inventory, evaluation, and classification process and findings have been compiled into one draft Wild 
and Scenic River Evaluation document and will be published as an appendix in the draft environmental 
impact statement (EIS) we are developing for the forest plan revisions. The draft of this document will 
also be available for review on our regional forest planning website. Feedback is welcome. This 
document will be also available for public review during the draft EIS comment period. Refinements may 
be made before the DEIS is released and between the draft and final EIS. 

At some point in the future, the Forest Service will make a suitability decision for each of the rivers listed 
in the appendix. This analysis and decision-making step will not be completed as part of the current forest 
plan revision process but will be completed in a separate future environmental analysis. 

How will river segments identified as “eligible” for Wild and Scenic River designation be 
managed until the Forest Service determines whether or not they are suitable? 
If the Forest Service determines that a river or river segment is eligible for wild and scenic river 
designation, we will include interim management direction in our forest plans to protect the segment’s 
free flow, water quality and outstandingly remarkable values. This interim direction would apply until 
Congress acts to designate the segment or the Forest Service determines that the river is not suitable for 
designation. If the eligible river segment is located within a wilderness area or another designated area, 
we would apply additional statutory, regulatory or policy requirements accordingly. 

How has the Forest Service used information the public provided in the wild and scenic 
rivers evaluation process so far? 
The public provided input on the wild and scenic river evaluation within the three national forests through 
two avenues: input during the November 2013 assessment phase on the assessment topic papers for 
designated areas prepared by each national forest; and through comments provided on the notice of intent 
and proposed action. We received public comment on several topics related to wild and scenic rivers and 
these are detailed in the WSR evaluation document on the on our regional forest planning website.  

Comments regarding specific rivers of interest and outstandingly remarkable values (ORVs) of rivers and 
streams within the three national forests that are not designated wild and scenic rivers were considered by 
the interdisciplinary teams while they worked on the WSR evaluation. Specifically, the comments were 
used to assist in identifying rivers in the inventory with river-related values that were potentially regional 
or nationally significant, including what those specific values are and whether or not those values met the 
criteria for outstandingly remarkable. We also received public comments regarding plan components for 
eligible wild and scenic rivers that should be included in forest plan revision and these comments are 
being considered during the development of the draft forest plans. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/landmanagement/planning/?cid=STELPRD3833668
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/landmanagement/planning/?cid=STELPRD3833668
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/landmanagement/planning/?cid=STELPRD3833668
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Can I provide feedback to the wild and scenic rivers inventory or eligibility findings? 
As always, we welcome input. If you have questions, concerns or feedback about the Wild and Scenic 
River Evaluation process or initial findings please contact Christina Boston at 707-562-8837 or submit 
your input via Web-form at: http://tinyurl.com/earlyadoptersfpr. Feedback is most useful if received by 
February 1, 2016, and if it includes specific information that would assist in refining the WSR evaluation.  

You will also have an opportunity to review and provide feedback when the draft EIS is released. The 
wild and scenic rivers analysis will appear as an appendix in the draft EIS. 

How is the Forest Service collaborating with the public? 
This is our first opportunity to use the 2012 Planning Rule, so many of its requirements are new to us. 
Like you, we’re learning as we move through our first attempt at implementing this new rule. We 
appreciate your patience and participation; we are sharing information and engaging with the public as we 
can. In the past year, we’ve convened public discussions on several plan revision topics as we have 
information available, including: 

• June 2014: Preliminary wilderness inventory, step one of the wilderness evaluation process  

• August 2014: Began National Environmental Policy Act process for forest plan revisions 

• November 2014: Shared issues and concerns heard during public scoping 

• January 2015: Sierra Cascade Dialog session about monitoring programs  

• May 2015: Update on our wilderness evaluation progress  

• June 2015: Inyo National Forest hosted a wilderness evaluation public workshop 

• July 2015: Draft proposed species of conservation concern lists 

• September 2015: Shared our process for wilderness evaluation and identifying areas for potential 
wilderness recommendation; Invited public feedback on our proposed draft monitoring programs 

• October 2015: Sierra Cascade Dialog session about wilderness, wild and scenic rivers, species of 
conservation concern, and the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail 

How can I obtain more information about forest plan revisions? 
There are several ways you can find more information about forest plan revision efforts, including: 

• Visiting our Web site: http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/r5/FPR;  

• Subscribing to our mailing list: 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFS/subscriber/new?topic_id=NEPA_3375_S;  

• Contacting your local Forest Service office. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

http://tinyurl.com/earlyadoptersfpr
http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/r5/FPR
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFS/subscriber/new?topic_id=NEPA_3375_S
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