
AT A GLANCE
The Boise National Forest is the seventh 
largest national forest in the United States, 
comprising 2.6 million acres. Located 
in Idaho, the Boise offers year-round 
recreation of all types.

A ctivities on the Forest emphasize recreation, vegetation 
treatments, wildlife and fisheries habitat improvements, and 

wildfire management. Significant effort focuses on forest health, 
restoration activities, and fuel treatments. Elevations vary greatly, 
from 2,800 feet in the North Fork Payette River Canyon to nearly 
10,000 feet atop Steel Mountain, and diversity abounds.
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RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES:
•  87 campgrounds
•  5 picnic areas
•  93 trailheads
•  20 boating sites
•  1 wilderness area
•  337 motorized trails
•  134 non-motorized trails
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COLLABORATION
The Forest has been working with the Boise Forest Coalition on 
multiple restoration projects, using recommendations from Governor 
Otter’s designated landscapes with implementation under the 2014 
Farm Bill Authorities. (The BFC is a citizen-led group that brings 
together diverse interests to craft recommendations for multifaceted 
forest projects in the Boise National Forest.)

Williams Creek Project (about 3,158 acres) - This project uses a 
combination of commercial and noncommercial thinning to reduce 
flammable vegetation, improve forest resiliency from insects and 
disease, and promote wildlife habitat. About 49 percent,  or 454 
acres of the commercial treatments have been completed in 2016.

High Valley Integrated Resource Project (about 7,736 acres) This 
project is taking actions to improve wildlife habitat, reduce hazardous 
fuels, and improve forest health and watershed function.

Bogus Basin Forest Health Project (about 2,800 acres)This project 
aims to restore forest health and address public safety concerns by 
removing dead and dying insect/disease infested trees. Alternate 
species will be replanted to interrupt the disease cycle in the 
developed recreation area. 

2017

PIONEER FIRE RECOVERY 
AND RESTORATION

Efforts are underway to 
recover and  restore areas 
that were burned during the 
190,000 acre Pioneer Fire 
of 2016.  Forest managers 
are using a range of tools to 
reduce hazardous conditions, 
replant new vegetation, and 
repair or replace facilities that 
received damaged from the 
fire.



National Forest
BOISE

Centennial Job Corps students
training for initial attack.

CONTACT

BOISE NATIONAL FOREST

Forest Supervisor - Cecilia Seesholtz

Deputy Forest Supervisor - Tawnya Brummett

208-373-4107

fs.usda.gov/boise

Backcountry skier enjoying fresh 
powder at Mores Creek Summit.
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GREATER SAGE GROUSE IMPLEMENTATION

The Forest is following the requirements of the Greater Sage 
Grouse Conservation Plan. Portions of the Mountain Home 
Ranger District comprise moderate to high value habitat and/or 
populations and provide buffer habitat for priority management 
areas. The Forest continues to assess conditions by conducting 
baseline monitoring surveys within the Sage Grouse management 
area as well as coordinating with the Bureau of Land Management, 
which is conducting similar surveys.

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES

Recreation opportunities abound. The Forest offers hundreds of 
miles of trails for horseback riding, mountain biking, ATVs and 
motorcycles. The area is nationally known for whitewater rafting on 
the Payette River and fishing on the South Fork Boise River. There 
are numerous dispersed and developed camping opportunities, 
backcountry routes and natural hot spring pools. Snowmobiling, 
snowshoeing, and cross-country and downhill skiing are popular 
winter activities.

FISH HABITAT IMPROVEMENTS 

In partnership with the Nez Perce Tribe, the Boise NF is in its eighth 
year of implementing projects to reduce sediment sources in the 
upper South Fork Salmon River to benefit critical habitat for bull 
trout, steelhead trout, and spring/summer Chinook salmon. The 
project focuses on re-contouring, seeding, and planting old road 
beds and restoring channel conditions to improve spawning and 
rearing habitat. Other benefits include improvements in hill slope 
hydrology and wildlife habitat.

CENTENNIAL JOB CORPS

Students at the Centennial Job Corp Center work closely with 
the Boise National Forest to train and participate in a Type II 
Initial Attack hand crew, staff camp crews, and provide dispatch 
support. The Center offers an advanced wildland firefighter trade 
that meets the requirements of the wildland firefighter apprentice 
program and prepares students for firefighter careers.


