
Information Management
AT A GLANCE
The Information Management staff 
provides complete, accurate, and timely 
information and products to enable 
better land management decisions.

We provide guidance and expertise in the management of 
information and technology.  We work as a team to give 

our customers quality service and strive to lighten the burden of 
daily workloads and procedures.  

We provide support in the following areas:
• Information technology guidance and advice

• Recreation maps and design

• Mobile and web application development

• Digital mapping and data analysis

• Aerial and satellite imagery

• Natural resource data management

• Corporate application coordination

• Records, directives and forms management

• Data stewardship and data management guidance

We are here to provide these services:

• Provide support for information requirements, processes, and 
products to support land management decisions

• Actively work to make important data more readily available to 
employees, other agencies, and the public

• Explore ways to more effectively convey information in new and 
dynamic ways

• Provide traditional and digital maps and services to our 
employees, cooperators, and the public
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Female greater sage-grouse in sagebrush.

CARTOGRAPHY
The Intermountain Region Cartography program creates and maintains high-quality 
printed and digital products including forest visitor maps, Wilderness maps, topographic 
quadrangle maps, and special use area maps. Maps produced assist the public in 
navigating Forest Service lands for work and recreation. To date, we have produced 
and printed 35 forest visitor maps, 28 Wilderness area maps, and other publications 
such as motor vehicle use maps, firewood maps, and specialized atlas products. Digital 
maps are available through the Avenza mobile application and are accessible on iOS and 
Android devices. We also participate on the Geographic Names Board for reviewing and 
approving official name changes to map products. 

WEB-BASED SOLUTIONS
As a staff, we leverage web-based technologies to provide powerful 
data management solutions for an increasingly connected world. We 
provide key datasets, tools, and applications across the Internet that 
enable management, resource specialists, and the public to use these 
solutions when and where they are needed.

VCMQ
The Vegetation Classification, Mapping, and Quantitative Inventory 
team is implementing a multi-year project to create mid-level 
existing vegetation maps for each of the Region’s 12 national 
forests. Currently, vegetation maps have been completed for the 
Boise, Payette, Bridger-Teton, Caribou-Targhee, Humboldt-Toiyabe, 
Salmon-Challis, Sawtooth, and Dixie National Forests. These maps depict vegetation types, canopy cover, and tree 
size classes at approximately 1:100,000 scale. The VCMQ team uses these maps alongside other inventory and 
monitoring data to assist in efforts such as habitat modeling, wildfire response, and national forest planning.
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Story maps and other products are readily accessible on a variety of devices.
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AERIAL/SATELLITE IMAGERY
The Resource Aerial Photography Program acquires high-resolution 
stereo imagery on an annual basis. The imagery is used to support 
forest and rangeland resource inventory and monitoring, and for the 
assessment and management of wildlife habitat, minerals, recreation, 
and travel. In addition to aerial photography, satellite imagery and 
LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) are acquired and processed 
for multiple resource applications ranging from wildfire burn area 
assessment to forest and rangeland vegetation mapping.

SUPPORT OF NATIONAL AND REGIONAL INITIATIVES
The Information Management staff supports national and regional 
initiatives through the development and coordination of data 
management and geospatial products and analysis. Current efforts 
include greater sage-grouse implementation and monitoring, 
public collaborations, Forest Plan Revisions, and the Intermountain 
Adaptation Partnership.


