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Aspen Community Restoration
Project

USDA Forest Service
Pacific Southwest Region
Lake Tahee Basin Management Unit

Decision Meme for Implementation of the
Aspen Community Restoration Preject

Washee and Douglas Ceunties, and Carsen City, Nevada
Placer, El Derade and Alpine Counties, Califernia

BACKGROUND:
The Aspen Cnmmlllﬂv F.zmm Project originated from the Lake Taboe Watershed
), which identified aspen stands as Ecologically Significant
Areas because of their ecological value and relative scarcity on the landscape. The Lake
Tahoe anManagm Unit (LTEMU)) mitiated the Aspen Mapping and Condition
200 sessment

ity I cgrity and Condition of
Calfomnia Nevada cologically Siguificant Ars in the Basin” The Aspen Mappinz and Condition

nfﬁ-pmhabﬂmﬂmumstmdm\ oot persist on the landscape based on stand
conditions such as conifer encroachment and lack of aspen regensration.

The Aspen Community Festoration Project will restore aspen stands that are assessed to
henmdamhgb.wm@stnslnﬂw' from the landscape or National Forest

or highest izk aspen stands on ﬁleLTBMUm]n-mainmnﬁemhrphmed.ann*d.
and current vegstation reatment project areas or Wildemess areas. In total, the forest has
iﬂm‘jﬁedwn.'.imanh"" 1 acres inchiding aspen stands and surounding areas that
may be reated to spen stand restoration and expansion, as finding permits, by
the Aspen Commumity Rmm:lnn Project described bere. The project includes aspen
stands discoverad in the furure that are located ourside other project arsas or Wikdemess
areas, as described above. or on lands acquired by the LTEMU, that are at moderate or
Ereater risk of loss from the landscape.

mihhlenmdmg For exampla. ﬁfunﬁngfcmewmnflsﬂammnfn 1301

: res identified &= available then pre-implementation work on thoss 150 acres will acour,

B fnﬂnwedhflﬁﬂmnfmum Pre-implementation waork and rearments on the
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Monitoring aspen treatments

Change in aspen and conifer regeneration density 20(

Cut + Burn
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Monitoring aspen treatments

WA38: Treatment #1: 14-inch (35 cm) DBH Limit (Year 2)
Treatment #2: 30-inch (75 cm) DBH Limit (Year 15)

Overstory confiers at 55 years
are > 30 inches DBH

Treatment
persistence

100 120

Elapsed time (years)




Avian response to aspen treatments
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Young conifer thickets
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