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Friday, April 13, 2018 - 9:35 a.m

SWAN VALLEY MANAGEMENT AREA 6cC

MR. VWEBER: Good norni ng, everyone. |'m
Chip Weber. |I'mthe forest supervisor on the Flathead.
l'mthe deciding official on the plan. To ny left is
Leanne Marten. She's the reviewng official for these
obj ecti ons.

Wl cone. Welcone to the Fl athead Nati onal
Forest, welcone to Kalispell. W actually got alittle
sunshi ne today. So | wondered what that strange orb in
the sky was. dad to have you here. |1'mgoing to just
talk to you briefly. Ask that if you have your cel
phones, if you could put them on stun, please, so we can
have our conversation be uninterpreted. And a little bit
about safety. |If there's sonething like a fire or an
enmergency, if you'd exit out that door behind you and
nmeet in the parking lot, get as far away fromthe
bui l ding as you can safely but don't get into the traffic
or anything. So neet out there.
We're on the third day of these neetings, and

' msaying this each day because we tend to have a new
set of folks show up. But the way |I'm going into these
neetings is really with an attitude of curiosity,
learning. We're at a point where we have anot her chance

to make the analysis or the plan decision better. And
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that's the goal of the objections process is really for
us to listen and find ways to do that when we can. So |
appreciate all the hard work that you've done to date. A
| ot of you have had your ores in the water on this since
we started sone tinme ago. And | appreciate how nuch
effort that takes and the tine you took to cone here and
hel p us today.

I*"mgoing to start off by introducing ny team
and -- or having themintroduce thenselves. And we'l]l
start with Joe Krueger.

MR. KRUEGER: Morning. Thank you all for
com ng. Joe Krueger, Flathead National Forest Pl an
di vi si on team | eader

M5. MOORE: Good norning. |'m Marsha
Moore, recreation w | derness planner on the team

MS. TRECHSEL: Hello. |[|I'mHeidi Trechsel
t he vegetation specialist on the team

MS. KUENNEN: Reed Kuennen, wildlife
bi ol ogi st on the team

MR SM TH. Raynond Smth, regional
coordi nator for fields objections and litigation down in
M ssoul a, Montana, and up here for the week.

M5. RUSHO. Nancy Rusho. | do objections
and appeals in the Washi ngton offi ce.

M5. AKE: Kathy Ake, I'"'mthe G S speciali st
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MR. WEBER: Thank you. | did --

MS. TRIBE: W have a coupl e peopl e over
her e.

MS. ALLEN: [|I'm Stacy Allen. [|I'mthe

witer/editor for the team

MS. PEEL: Tinory Peel, regional planner.

MR. WEBER: Sorry about that. And Rob in
t he back.

MR. CARLIN:. Rob Carlin, staff officer of
t he Fl athead natural resources planning and fire.

M5. TURK: Janette Turk, public affairs
office for Fl athead.

MR WEBER Well, thank you. | did forget
to nmention one other thing. There's a confort station
out the doors to your left. Just go just barely across
threshold and it will be off on your left.

MS5. TRIBE: |Is that |ike a restroonf

MR WEBER. And now to really class nyself
I'"mgoing to turn this over to Leanne.

MS. MARTEN: Thanks, Chi p.

Good norni ng, everyone. |'m Leanne Marten.

I|'mthe regional forester here in the northern region.

415

a

And for this process I'"'mthe review ng officer of Chip's

draft decision and the draft revision for the forest plan
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here in the Flathead. dad to see everyone here this
nor ni ng and wel cone back to people who were here earlier
in the week. It's great to see and neet sone new peopl e
here this norning as well.

Before | go over the overview and how |'m
| ooking at this and ny intentions, | thought we'd do
I ntroductions. So I'mgoing to start wth fol ks on the
phone. Do we have any objectors or interested parties
for the Swan Val | ey Managenent topic joining us via phone
this norning? And if so, could you please introduce
yourselves? So | didn't hear anybody el se as an
objector/interested party, unless you were still on nute.
If so, please speak up as we go around here.

"Il start the roomif you ve joined us at the

table. If you could introduce who you are and just who
you represent. So Edd, can we start with you?
MR. BLACKLER: Edd Bl ackler. |I'mjust here

to observe and speak for nyself.

MS. BURDEN:. Sheri Burden. Sanme thing, |'m
here to speak for nyself and the Swan Vall ey.

MS. LAMAR.  Sharon Lamar. |I'mfromthe
Swan Valley, and |'ma citizen.

MS. DAHL: Anne Dahl from Swan Valley as a
citizen.

MR WOLFE: Gary Wl fe, part-tine resident
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of the Swan Val |l ey and speaking as an individual citizen.

MR, MCKENZI E:  Paul McKenzie wth F. H
Stoltze Land and Lunber Conpany as interested party on
t his issue.

MS. MARTEN:. Wbnderful, thank you. And we
have just a coupl e people observing in the audience. |If
you guys don't mnd just introducing yourself so fol ks
get a feel for who's here just observing.

M5. FOX: Marla Fox. I'mwith WIdEarth
CGuar di ans observing this norning.

MS5. EISEN:. Hilary Eisen. |I'mwth Wnter
W | dl ands observing this norning.

FROM THE FLOOR: Chas/ Chad (i naudi bl e),
Forest Servi ce.

MR. LARSEN: John Larsen, just representing
nysel f.

MR. SEVERS: Corey Severs, Forest Service,
observi ng.

MS. MARTEN. Wbnderful. Thank you very
much, everyone, and wel cone.

As Chip nentioned, we're on our third day of
nmeetings, and |'mreally |ooking forward to the dial ogue
here this norning. And for sone of you, this wll be a
repeat. But for folks that | haven't had the opportunity

to visit with yet, | thought I'd share just a little bit
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of howl'mviewng this and what | hope to get out of it
and al so just enphasize this isn't about what | need out
of this. This is about us together. So we want to nake
sure we're neeting your needs as well. The |last couple
days and today will be no different. One of ny basic
phi |l osophies is | kind of go with the flow So if we
need to change things or tweak things in our process,
we'll do that as we need to within the sidelines. This
Is a structured process, so there's sone sidelines,
obviously, that I have to stay in adherence to. But we
can nmake sure it works for all of us together.

The one thing we will do is we will stay on
time for the topics, because we have fol ks that have been
com ng and going for the three days and we want to nake
sure we honor their tinme and conmtnent. W have an hour
schedul ed for this topic. |If we get done early, we wll
take a | onger break. But we will end at the end of the
hour so we can nove on to the next topic, which is Krause
Basi n on t he agenda.

A couple things, and | think this norning' s
topic is definitely one of many through the week we've
t al ked about where there's just a | ot of val ues out
there. And every one of us as individuals and
organi zati ons have different values. And the one thing

that |1've been trying to enphasize throughout the week is
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ny intent is never to ask any of you to change your
values. | respect all the values that are com ng forward
t hrough this process through the | ast several years and
definitely throughout this week. And | want to just
honor those, respect them And what |'mreally trying to
focus in on and the intent is to learn to nake sure that

I * m under st andi ng your views from your perspectives.

|'ve read them | have a good feel for what cane in
writing.

But what |I'mlearning through the | ast couple
days is through the di al ogue anbongst yourselves, as well
as just sone curiosity and inquiry fromne, |I'm seeing
things and hearing it alittle differently and have sone
real clarity on sone of the things that | thought I
understood that you subnmitted in witing that | didn't
quite have the full understanding on and to use that
information after today to really formul ate ny deci sion
on the objections and the response to you as the
objectors that you'll get in witing for all of your
I ssues as well as ny response to Chip as the deciding
official fromthat.

' m not maki ng any decisions this week.

Because sone of this |I'malso have to process, as you can
I magi ne. G nny nentioned that we have Banbi here who's

recording this, court reporter. So those transcripts,
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when we get them back fromBanbi, wll help refresh and
have a good record for all of us on the discussions that
have taken place. | also have several folks with the
teamthat are taking notes on ny behalf. And so to stay
active and really present, you won't see nme taking a
bunch of notes. But it's not because |I'm not paying
attention by any neans. | have a | ot other fol ks hel ping
me with that and to try and capture things in addition to
Banbi's transcript that we'll be receiving fromthat
st andpoi nt .

The other thing is the whole intent of this,
and you fol ks have been engaged for years on this
process, so | just want to echo Chip, thank you and thank
you for staying engaged and bei ng here today and
continuing with this. W all value these public | ands.
I have the privilege and honor of hel pi ng nanage them on
your behalf. They are not ny public |ands, they're our
public lands. And | truly take that to heart in
everything that | do. And this is just one aspect of it
with the Fl athead plan revision that on how we're goi ng
to nove forward into the future for ourselves and future
gener ati ons.

Wien | cone down to the briefing papers and we
get into that part of it, the briefing papers -- and it

says it on the top but I always |like to re-enphasize
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it -- these are just a starting point. You' re not going
to see every aspect of the issues or your objections
reflected here. And due to tine and the vast

anount -- we had over 74 objectors -- the vast anount of

I ssues we received, we're not able to have a di al ogue and
have a neeting on every single issue. Wat you will see

in ny resolution letters back to you is a response to al

the issues. They wll not be item zed and verbatim
Many of themare simlar so you'll see sone grouping in
nmy response. But you will get a response to all the

I ssues that were brought forward, even if they weren't
part of the agenda over the | ast couple of days including
t oday.

As tinme all ows, we have al so been -- we want to
make sure all the interested parties and objectors do
have a say and then the observers in the audience if we
have tinme. G nny's been hel ping us just to nake sure we
have sone voices in the room if there's sonething el se
that fol ks want to make sure that we're aware of or that
| hear fromthem personally today.

So with that |I'm going to pause and ask, if
there are any questions on what | nmay have said or the
process or just how we're noving forward?

And Chip just rem nded ne, | had asked for

objectors or interested parties who nmay be on phone. Do
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we have any anybody on the phone or any fol ks on the
phone that are observers today? And if so, would you
m nd i ntroduci ng yourselves? (No response.)

MS. SUTTON: Jodie Sutton fromthe
Washi ngton office adm nistrative revi ew.

M5. MARTEN. Good norning, Jodie. And I
think that may be it for this norning, so thank you.

So Gnny, I'll turn it over to you for sone
facilitation and we'll nove forward.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you. This has been an
interesting two days so far and now third day. And we
were talking this norning with all the hull abal oo that
goes on in the world, it's refreshing to be tal ki ng about
things that really natter so, again, thank you for
com ng.

The way this is set up, according to the
regul ations, is that the people who have filed objections
or who have filed as an interested party are those with
standing. So it doesn't nean we don't respect the people
I n the audi ence who have cone to observing, but those are
the official kinds of discussions we'll have today. |
woul d ask you -- | don't know if you saw Banbi raise her
hand when Ray slowy said what he did, and that's because
she's trying to capture it.

And you | ook pretty cheerful today, Banbi.
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THE REPORTER. It's early.

M5. TRIRBE: So if you wouldn't m nd when
you speak -- Sheri, you already know you've done this
before -- say your nane -- Edd, you did it before, Paul
you did -- say your nane, use the mc if we need it. |
don't knowif we wll this norning with the fewer nunber
of people, but use the mc if you need it. But each
tinme, even though it's tedious, say Gary Wl fe and t hen
make your comment, if that's okay.

My role here is to sort of make sure we stay on
tine, keep it focused, help us not go into the weeds.
And | think we've done pretty well. W've tried to sort
of tease out sone things sonetines, but if it's all
right, if you'll give nme permssion, I'"'mgoing to try to
poke a little bit here and there when it seens |like we
need a little nore discussion.

The session is not a consensus-buil ding
session. It's not to cone to agreenent on sonet hi ng.
It's not a decision-nmaking session as Leanne said, and
it's not a session for you to restate your objection and
read your rationale. W already know that.

That's -- these fol ks have | ooked at it over and over
again. |It's to pronote dialogue with the Forest Service
but al so anbng yoursel ves. Because when they can

hear -- for exanple, yesterday, Edd, when you spoke and
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t hen soneone el se spoke or Paul spoke, they get a better
picture of the issue when they see different opinions or
sides related to an issue. So if it feels like they're
not always in the conversation, it's because they al so
want to hear your conversati on anbng yoursel ves.

Does that work okay? Again, as Chip said,
pl ease turn off any electronic -- anything that m ght
ring. And if you need to take a call, please go out in
the hall to do it. O rather than having a side
conversation with the person next to you, feel free to go
out in the hall and have that. If you don't, | m ght
hel p you with that.

The last thing that I would encourage, and
we' ve had just wonderful conversation, is to renenber
t hat when people are civil, they're nore likely to have
good conversation. W're not |ooking for agreenent.
We're | ooking for good conversation. So does that work
for you? You all right?

Paul , did you get any sleep? W don't know if
Paul stayed over in the chairs because he's been here
every day.

And Edd, thanks for com ng back.

For those of you that are brand new, here we

go.

And we have two mnutes until the agenda says
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we woul d start the discussion so | think we're okay. |If
anybody cones in, we'll bring themto the table. Here
you go.

MS. MARTEN: Thank you very nuch, G nny.
So the way | thought | would start, and |I've done this on
the other topics through the week, is I'mnot going to
read the briefing paper. You guys have that in front of
you. But |I'mgoing to paraphrase on ny understandi ng of
at least a portion of the issue and the objection
regardi ng the Swan Val | ey managenent. W have sone
proposed renedies. And then |I've got a couple questions
to maybe just get the dialogue and start the dial ogue
here this norning fromthat standpoint.

And | will tell you that on Monday | met up

with many of the staff in here fromthe Forest to go out
to Swan Vall ey, specifically to get sone kind of feel for
on the ground and a visual of the Elk Creek area. Now,
wth the weather and the snow, we didn't quite get back
in there as far as you guys live there so you know what's
still out there on the ground. But it was a beauti ful
day, and | think I could get out in the field, which is
al ways a wonderful day, and also get feel for the country
and the visuals and the community and just refresh ny
nmenory on the beauty of the Swan Valley. And then | al so

spent sone tine over on the Krause Basin for the topic
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that's comng up next. And that hel ped ne just
understand, | think, a little bit nore on what | was
readi ng and what was bei ng shown on maps fromt hat
st andpoi nt .

Wien | read through the objections and was
working with fol ks, you know, there's a |lot of history in
the Swan Valley and there's a | ot of passion for folks
that live there as well as nany others that enjoy part of
our beautiful Flathead National Forest. The things I
read and the paraphrasing that | would say are sone of
the nmain objectives are regarding the forest plan and
Chip's draft decision and the allocation of the 6b, 6cC
managenent areas, which is your noderate to low intensity
versus your intention on vegetati on managenent.

And | know Sharon happened to be here the other
day and sone of this cane up indirectly on other topics
on what it neant to have intense managenent and how you
folks are view ng that could or could not result on
activities on the ground fromthat. And then
specifically there were sonme sections up in El k Creek,
and | have to get ny gl asses and nmake sure | have the
ri ght nunbers, sections 3, 4, 5, 9, and part of 10 were
very specific ones that | think, M. Wlfe, you had in
your objections and a few of the others on sone real ||

just say place-based site concerns based on the history
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of those sections through Legacy | ands, previous
agreenents, previous understanding for how those | ands
woul d be managed, both how t hey were managed in the past
by previous owners and then, when they cane into National
Forest system the Forest Service's ownership through
Legacy prograns on that.

I'mgoing to pause there. Again, that was ny
paraphrasing. | know there's a |lot of variables with
that. But in a general sense, is that an accurate
under standi ng on nmy part on the basic of sone of the
concerns and interest for this objection and this topic?

M5. LAMAR  Basically.

M5. MARTEN. |I'mgetting nods, Jodie, if
you' re on the phone.

MR WOLFE: This is Gary Wl fe speaking. |
woul d say that | read through the briefing paper, and |
t hought it did a very good job of capturing the essence
of nmy specific objection to this. And | think you have
articulated that quite well. And you know, there are a
couple things that weren't captured here, but 1'll bring
t hose up when we're discussing it.

MS. MARTEN:. Wbnderful, thank you.

Go ahead, Anne.

MS. DAHL: Anne Dahl. | don't know if we

may be opening this up again, but you nentioned that
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there were a | ot of previous understandi ngs anong the
agenci es about how | ands woul d be nanaged. But that was
all foundational froma | ot of community consensus

buil ding work. And | want to nake sure that gets

I ncl uded.

MS. MARTEN. Absolutely, yeah. It
definitely was not just anongst agencies. It was wth
the conmunity and 1'Ill just say coll aborative effort as

t hi ngs were goi ng through vari ous processes through the
years. Thank you. Appreciate that clarification.

So | thought a good place to start, and it's
outlined in the briefing paper, but there were a couple
remedies that, M. Wlfe, | think you brought forward and
ot hers have tal ked about, specific to those sections up
in the Elk Creek area. And if you guys are okay, |'I|
just refer to the Elk Creek area versus the nuneri cal
sessions? |Is that -- okay, that works.

And for those | ooking at the briefing paper,
there's a little map on there of those sections as well
as sone ot her designations regarding El k Creek and t hat
portion of Elk Creek which in the proposed Forest Plan
and Chip's draft decision is wild and scenic
river -- eligibility for wild and scenic river in sone of
the corridors and sone other things there that we put in

t here because one of the things that visually was hel ping
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me not only on the ground but on the nap but what other
managenent things overlay on top of the vegetation
managenent of 6b or 6c designation. For instance, when
you have an eligible wild and scenic river, you have a
quarter mle on each side of the river that have specific
forest fine conponents regardi ng nanagenent that would or
would not be allowed within that corridor, those type of
other activities. So that's what that map was show ng up
there, just | had asked a coupl e questions and was trying
to get little bit of a visual fromthat standpoint.

So the proposed renedy -- one proposed renedy
that was out there that 1'd like to discuss was to have,
for those sections in that Elk Creek area, have the
desi gnation of 6c¢, which is high-intensity vegetation
management intensity, have that actually change to 6b
whi ch is noderate-intensity for vegetati on nanagenent on
t hat .

And one of the questions I'd |like to explore is
can you hel p ne understand how you see the distinct
difference between if it went froma 6¢c to 6B for those
sections, how that, in your view, is different on the
ground on what could potentially occur, vegetation
managenent, and what the result would | ook |ike or be in
your view on the ground at the 6c | evel versus the 6b.

I'"'mtrying to get a better feel on how you view the
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difference between those two, an actually on-the-ground
difference for those sections, what that neans to you.

MS. DAHL: Anne Dahl again. |It's hard to
know exactly what is neant by those, you know, intensive
or noderate or |lowintensity managenent. But |'ve seen
In the Swan what | think has been call ed
noderate-i ntensity managenent where much of the
ecol ogi cal value remains. And these projects have been
sonet hing to be proud of.

When | see what Plum Creek did, which is
certainly intense-mnagenent, you know, we can't go back
to that ever. And there are areas probably in the El k
Creek wat ershed because of its rich diversity of wildlife
and water quality could use the lowintensity managenent
I nst ead of noderate.

MR WOLFE: Gary Wl fe speaking. And from
my perspective, I'"'ma wildlife biologist by training and
have worked in the wildlife conservation profession for
forty-plus years. And | look at it very much froma
w ldlife habitat perspective. And just very
subjectively, | think that noderate-intensity vegetation
managenment i s nore consistent with protecting the
ecological integrity of the | andscape, froma wildlife
perspective, than high intensity. And again, as a

citizen when | hear high-intensity vegetati on managenent,
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I think about a focus on | ogging, tinber harvest, high
Intensity as opposed to a noderate-intensity vegetation
managenent plan that has broader objectives, objectives
such as fish and wildlife habitat.

And the sections that we're tal king about in
this particular area, the El k Creek sections, have |ong
been docunented as having extrenely high fish and
wildlife values. So | think those really be the driving
factor for the managenent of that area as opposed to sone
sort of a high-intensity vegetati on nmanagenent which,
froma public perception, is often associated with
high-intensity tinber harvest. So | think wildlife
should really be the driving factor here.

And | like the fact that we're tal ki ng goi ng
fromhigh intensity to noderate versus fromhigh to | ow
Because as is pointed out in the plan, these sections do
border private land. And we do have to be cogni zant of
the fact of the urban-wildland interface. And as is
acknow edged in the Forest Service infornmation here, the
noderate intensity does provide the flexibility for
ti mber managenment in that urban-wildland interface to
|l ower the fire danger. So | think those perspectives,

t he human aspect of it in terns of protecting the
adj acent private |lands fromfires, could be acconplished

by 6b. And | think that that also then |ets people know
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that this is really focused nore on finding that bal ance
bet ween fish and wldlife and hunman values as | woul d
interpret a high-intensity vegetation managenent. So |'m
sorry for the | ong-w nded response there.

MS. TRIBE: W have an hour.

MR. WOLFE: And again, | think we're
responding fromthe standpoint of citizens as opposed to
t he techni cal perspective of how a professional forester
woul d interpret high-intensity versus noderate-intensity.
But to ne, noderate-intensity recogni zes ot her val ues
nmore than a high-intensity designati on woul d.

M5. MARTEN. Very hel pful, thank you. So
if I could ask a followup question with that. And Anne,
you brought up just a little bit, but can you help ne
under stand, wi thout going into all the details, but help
me understand the history. | know we had sone things
bet ween t he agenci es' agreenents and, of course, that
went into Legacy. But Anne, you nentioned specifically
maki ng sure understandi ng the community and under st andi ng
on the comunity's part as we went through sone of the
hi story and the change of ownership. So can you help ne
just understand fromthe community perspective what the
t hought process was and what the understanding for these
| ands were going into and through sone of those Legacy

proposal s and sone of that?
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MS. DAHL: Anne Dahl. [I'Il start but
Sharon can take over. Both Sharon and | were both
i nvol ved with the El k Creek conservati on project,
general | y speaki ng, since about 1990. And that's when a
group called the Swan Ecosystem Center ad hoc committee
began working with Plum Creek and the Fl athead forest on
that | and exchange in the upper reaches of --
t wo- and-a-half sections in the upper reaches of El k Creek
wer e exchanged for |and on the other side of the Valley.
So that was the begi nning of the process.

And | don't want to say what | said in ny
objection letter. But fromthen on, because of the high
values, wldlife and fish values, and the fact that it's
a fabul ous tinber growng area, that is a very i nportant
wat ershed in the Swan Valley -- several, but probably
could be thought of nmaybe as the nobst inportant in a | ot
of ways. W went on to, before the Montana Legacy
Project begin, finding ways to acquire or protect those
| ands in a process that went on fromthe |ate 1990s
until, really, 2011 when | think section 3 finally becane
Forest Service. That was a citizen-braced process all
that tinme. And it resulted in the El k Creek Conservation
Area, the collaborative work with the tribes. | talk too
much. Let's | et Sharon.

MS. LAMVAR: Sharon Lamar. I think I'm
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dating nyself here, but in 1994 in an EI S statenent, the
bi ol ogi st spoke way better than | could about the val ue.
And let's see if | can find it in ny notes. He said "E Kk
Creek is the single nost inportant bull trout spawning
stream on the Swan Ri ver drainage."” And you know, the
| ocal folks were very aware of that. And we worked with
the late, great Bud Moore. And | sure w sh he were
around today to speak for this, because he worked
tirelessly, as did a lot of other citizens with the
ad hoc commttee.

And it was a tinme of what were called the
ti mber wars where the environnentalists and the | oggers
kind of, you know, butted heads. And that little group
in Swan Vall ey got the | oggers and the environnentalists
to sit down at a table together and come to consensus.
And we had a facilitator who hel ped us with that. And
t he consensus was we need to protect these Elk Creek
sections. And we net wwth Plum Creek and we asked Coul d
we buy -- this was way before they got into real
estate -- Could we buy -- Is there sone way we can
fundrai se and buy these sections? Absolutely not. That
was the nessage we received fromthemafter neeting with
them And so then we went to the next step. How about a
| and exchange? And we did, we worked wth the Forest

Servi ce and achieved that. W exchanged |l and in the
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Squeezer Creek area. And that was controversial in
itself. But we think we achieved what we had hoped to in
preserving those | ands around El k Creek. And so yes, we
do -- we cherish those | ands, as we do all of our |ands
in the Swan Vall ey.

MS. MARTEN:  Sure.

M5. LAMAR  And you had asked about the
difference between intensive and noderate. And | spoke
to that on Wednesday. But when | hear "intensive," a red
flag is raised. Because the property that borders ny
| and that I own has been intensively | ogged by Pl um

Creek. So | think I have a picture of that. So it's

hard to put into words but -- and again | m ght be dating
nyself. But you know, the word "clear-cut” cones into
m nd when | speak of -- think of intensive |ogging. And

when | think of noderate to lowintensity | ogging, |

t hi nk of what we had tal ked about as stewardship | ogging.
VWiich | like that term"stewardshi p | oggi ng,"” being good
stewards of the land. And that is what Bud Mbore woul d
say. W need to be good stewards of the | and.

And these | ands around El k Creek are so diverse
and rich, not only for bull trout but many ot her species
of wildlife. And they're worth having a di scussi on about
and doi ng the best we can to nanage those |ands. That's

basically what | wanted to say. | hope | covered it.
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M5. TRIBE: So Leanne, you asked a m nute
ago about to hel p you understand how peopl e saw t he
di fference between noderate and intensive. And Anne
spoke to it.

And one of the things you said, Anne, was there
have been projects done under the noderate designation
that we could really be proud of and they protected
ecol ogi cal values. | wondered if you m ght be able to
descri be one of those, either actually or hypothetically,
so that you had sone -- that would hel p these guys have
sone picture of what is viewed on the ground as noderate
versus intense. And is that asking -- would that be hard
to do?

M5. DAHL: 'l try. | wsh | could
renenber sone of the nanes of the tinber sal es that
actually went through, made it through the litigation
process. Sonme in the Meadow Smth area, which is on the
east side of the Valley. And I w sh Kvande Anderson were
here, our |ocal |ogger, because he worked on sone of
t hose projects. And when you wal k through there now, you
see a forest. There's a diverse forest. There's a lot
of larger tinber still there that still shade covers and
t hat you can see that it's got lots of different habitat
types in |localized areas where there are nmany speci es of

wildlife, and it's al so opened up the canopy in a | ot of
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pl aces enough that a fire would |likely be able to burn
through at a lower intensity than if it were a dense

forest canopy. So there's another one on the west side

of the Valley that was called Hem ock Elk -- it's right
I n ny nei ghborhood -- where there still are | arge, huge
| arge trees still standing. And in fact, in that case, |

woul d call that high-npderate | ogging because it | ooks

i ke a fire had gone through and taken everything but
these big trees. And | wonder if that's pushing the edge
of noderate towards intensive. But you still have that
forest overstory there. And | knowit wll be a |ot
safer for ny neighborhood if a fire were to run through
that particul ar area.

M5. TRIBE: Does that help kind of -- a
view of what it would ook like in the eyes of, as you
guys said, we're here as |ay people.

MS. MARTEN: Yes, extrenely hel pful.

And if | could, Paul, | was curious if you
woul dn't m nd, from your perspective when you think
intensity and noderate, the difference you see there and
how you vi ew that on the ground, or what that may or nmay
not do shoul d the proposed recommended go from 6c¢c to 6b.
What are your thoughts on that?
MR, MCKENZIE: Sure, I'd love to be able to

give people a little perspective here. First and
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forenmost, | think there's two different objections or two
proposed renedies that | think are very different. One
menti ons changing all |and use designations within the

Swan Valley from6c to 6b. And the second is talking
about these five sections that are right here. And |
think if you had the tine and effort to do a pl ace-based
negoti ati on you mght find a resolution that nakes sense
f or everybody.

| just wanted to bring a little perspective to
the definition of high-intensity managenment as applied by
the Forest Service. So if you |look at the forest plan
ri ght now at 440,000 acres of suitable tinber base or so
that are bei ng proposed and the annual tinber harvest
t hat you have proposed, if you look at it froma
productivity standpoint, that equates to 18 board feet
per acre per year is the productivity level that those
| ands, the suitable tinber base, has to be nanaged in
order to neet your goal of tinber harvest; okay?

I n conparison, we have a | ot of School Trust
| ands in the Swan Valley. They have a sustained yield
managenent program not dissimlar to the State. Their
goal is for managing their |ands, productivity w se,
sustai ned yield wse as roughly 150 to 170 board feet per
acre per year. So that's ten tinmes. And | would think

that a | ot of the School Trust | and managenent that goes
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on you have a lot of community involvenent in that. And
| think a lot of that would probably be characterized as
t he noderate to high-level of intensity. Speaking for
you, that's the way I would look at it. And then in
conparison, let's look at the industrial tinber |ands.

If Stoltze Land and Lunber owned those | ands in
the Vall ey, |ooking at productivity of those |lands, we'd
be managi ng for an annual productivity in that 250 to 300
board rate. So that would be probably considered a
hi gh-i ntensity managenent even though our nanagenent
shoots to balance all tines. So | just wanted to give
you a perspective of where you're at at 18 board feet per
acre versus the State at nearly ten tines that versus --
you know.

And so that just gives you -- so from ny
per spective, high-intensity managenent on Forest Service
|l ands is not the sane at high-intensity managenment | and
on what people m ght consider, even the previ ous owners
of those | ands.

That being said, the difference between 6b and
6c that | see is that under 6¢c it's the only | and use
designation that the Forest has that says that fi ber
production to neet the needs of society should be one of
t he considerations that are taken into account when we

manage these |lands. Al the other ones don't have that
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in there. 6b is within the suitable tinber base, but
it's not one of the considerations as far as why we
manage those | ands; okay? | think that's inportant.
When you | ook at your plan, you' re down to 257,000 acres
out of 2.5 mllion that are managed with at | east one of
t he objectives being fiber for the needs of society. Two
of these sections were purchased through the Forest
Legacy program One of the key conponents of the Forest
Legacy programis that those stands need to stay in
managenment for nultipl e-use managenent but al so to neet
t he needs of society for the production of fiber.

So | think you | ook at the map and you | ook at
t he anobunt of riparian managenent zones that are in this,
when you start tal king about projects, | think you're
going to find that the | evel of managenent of these areas
Is going to be relatively low, | ow to noderate, when you
add all the other constraints that you' re going to have
t o consi der.

From ny perspective, you know, | have to defer
to sone of the | ocal place-based fol ks on sonme of the
I ssues on those four particular segnents there. | guess
ny feeling is is that your concerns would be certainly
addressed through the project |evel analysis, if there
were ever a project proposed in there. This is a

10, 000-f oot planning | evel docunent. From ny
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perspective, keeping it in 6c keeps the door open for the
range of managenment activities that your professionals

m ght need to consider in context of all the other
concerns, if you were to put a project on the ground in

t hi s area.

Like | say, certainly, these four or five acres
are one issue. But if you were to try to expand this to
| ooking at the entire Swan Valley, | think it's extrenely
I mportant that the majority of the acreage that you have
designated as 6¢c in the Swan Valley stay as 6¢c froma
pl anni ng desi gnati on, knowi ng that at the project |evel,
all the other considerations, all the other constraints
that you're going to have in | and nmanagenent w || apply.
And the actual | evel of managenent that gets done on the
ground m ght be | ess.

So it's always easier to nanage | ess
i ntensively than what your forest nanagenent plan says.
But it's very difficult and, quite honestly, prohibitive
totry to manage up fromthere. So even if you have a
smal |l area, 15 acres within this |larger area that needed
a high level of treatnent to neet a resource objective
whi ch m ght be even a wildlife or a fuel s nanagenent
obj ective, you mght be limted by your Forest Plan if
you do it at a lower level. So that's our perception.

It's a considerati on we hope you woul d think about as you
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make your deci sion.
M5. MARTEN. Wbnderful; thank you.
So go ahead, Gary.
MR, WOLFE: Just a quick followup on that.

And actually, you did an excellent job of fram ng what |
was trying to say earlier, in terns of ny perception.
The 6c¢, the high intensity, to ne, tal ks about fi ber
production being an inportant objective. Wereas 6b, the
noderate fiber production is not a primary objective
t here and nmanagenent to achi eve ot her natural resource
val ues and recreational values are really the driving
force there. So that was a good way to help nme better
articulate ny inpression of it.

And | guess what | would say is that | ooking at
t he history and just building upon what was said earlier,
| got involved as a professional on this project back in
2005 when Bud Moore placed a conservation easement on his
80-acre Coyote forest. And at the tine, | was executive
director of the Vital G ound Foundation, which is a |and
trust that is focused on wldlife habitat. So we worked
with Bud Mbore on a conservati on easenent on his Coyote
forest which lies in section, | believe, 26 and borders
section 35. So again, in that Elk Creek area, his
property bordered Elk Creek just a little farther

downstream So that was ny first professional
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I nvol venent .

Anne Dahl was executive director of the Swan
Ecosystem Center at the tinme. And there was a group
call ed the Swan Lands Coordi nati ng Council that brought
together the tinber industry, the agencies and the
conservati on organi zations, again, to collectively talk
about managenment of Swan Valley | ands. And out of these
earlier efforts in the 1990s, wth Bud's invol venent wth
conservati on and ecosystem managenent on his property,

t hi s whol e concept of the El k Creek Conservati on Area
arose. And that was a very specific initiative to
acquire and manage for its fishery and wldlife val ues
sections 3, 9 and 35. And this was prior to the Tribe
and the Swan Ecosystem Center actually acquiring section
35. | nean, this whole concept of an initiative was born
out of a comunity-based effort that involved community
fol ks and conservati on organi zati ons and agenci es sayi ng
Hey, these three sections are special. They have
extrenmely high fish and wldlife val ues.

So Swan Ecosystem Center had the | ead on that.
They produced a brochure called a El k Creek Conservation
Area. | submitted an electronic copy of that with ny
objection. | neant to give you a hard copy to give you
and | wal ked out and left it next to ny enpty coffee nug.

So that shows that this is a long history of | ooking at
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those three sections there in the special val ues.

Vital Gound at the tine said Boy, we're
wor ki ng on conservati on habitat, conservation easenents
in the Swan Valley. W bought into the El k Creek
Conservation Area. W becane a fundraising partner with
t he Swan Ecosystem Center and helped to raise, literally,
tens of thousands of dollars for this through private
fundraising efforts. |In fact, | renenber one grant
specifically was a hundred thousand doll ar grant we
brought into that project that went into the Swan
Ecosystem Center for that. So there is a long, |ong
hi story of a comunity-based effort to recogni ze these
uni que val ues of the Elk Creek Conservation Area, again,
3, 5, and 35.

And | think it's just really inportant in the
Revi sed Forest Plan for that Forest Plan to recogni ze all
t he conmmunity based effort that has gone on for years and
years and incorporate that into the forest plan. Because
there's been hundreds of hours of work going into this
wth a lot of consensus that these are inportant speci al
secti ons.

And when we | ook at the nmap that you' ve
i ncl uded here showi ng the overlay of the designation of
Elk Ceek as eligible for wld and scenic river

designation, | nean, there's not an awful | ot of area
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left in those to focus on fiber production.

The one thing that wasn't captured in the
summary that was in ny specific objection was the south
hal f of section 4. The north half of section 4 is
private land. The south half of section 4 is national
forest. That south roughly one-third has one of the nost
I ncredi ble stands of old-growth larch that |'ve seen in
the Swan. And | knowin ny initial comments to the
forest plan and in ny objection, | think it's inportant
to recogni ze the value of those ol d-growth stands and
manage them for old growth, again, as opposed to managi ng

them for fiber production. Because it is a pretty uni que

ar ea.
Anne, you're famliar with it. You're famliar
wth it. So it's a special place there.
So that was why | included section 4 in ny
objection as well, the ol d-growth conponent there again

borders El k Creek

M5. MARTEN. So one of the questions | have
and, Paul, you brought it up and |I'm curious what folks's
t houghts are -- and let ne back up a mnute. So Paul,
t hink you' re separating out there's a couple different
I ssues or objections just in the bigger picture and one
was definitely the El k Creek area. And then anot her one

Is definitely there were sone objectors and sone connents
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regardi ng the Swan Vall ey and 6c designation and sone of
the other w | dl and-urban interface areas of the Swan

Vall ey versus 6b. So I'd like to tease that out a little
bit. Understanding the place base in the Elk Creek, |I'm
wondering is the concern at |least fromthe fol ks here, is
the concern with the 6¢c, 6b, again, the |level of
intensity? Part of what | hear is for several folks when
t hey hear intense nmanagenent, they're thinking industrial
| ands which is, you know, they have a different objective
and as, Paul, you very nicely outlaid sone of the

di fferences when it cones to industrial versus State
trust | ands versus how we're using all the sane term
meani ng sonething different on the objective and outcone
on t he ground.

Is that the concern is that intense would be
clear-cut, nothing left, on those other lands in the Swan
Vall ey, or is there sonething nore there that | just need
to have a better understanding on that bigger picture?

MS. DAHL: Anne Dahl again. | recognize
the fact that even with noderate i ntense | ogging you
m ght have a 20-acre clear-cut in a collapsing | odgepol e
st and. But when | think of intense nanagenent, | | ook,
as | often do, at Google Earth and I can see that there
are large swaths of |land where wildlife can't use in the

W nter because of the -- especially this wnter. There's
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just not enough cover. There's no cover to prevent so
much snow and thermal cover that's needed. So | -- |
t hi nk of nobderate nmanagenent as taking into account all
of the uses of a region of |and and maki ng sure that you
don't focus on one val ue only.

M5. MARTEN. So let ne tease that out just
alittle bit. So if it's under 6c¢c, which is your
intense -- and I know there's nore words that go with
that but I'Il just summarize with intense -- do you see
where as it's witten and as we have described it that
it's the fiber conponent and we aren't taking into
account anything else? And then I'mgoing to swap that.
If it's under 6b -- and | don't know, Paul, if this is to
you or to others or Edd -- if it's 6b that we're taking
into account only the wildlife and aquatics and we aren't
t hi nki ng about the fiber? Is it either or? |Is that how
it's reading and how sone of the interpretation?

M5. DAHL: [|'lIl go ahead, Anne Dahl, and
just say if we describe fromthe, as you say, the 10, 000-
foot level that the primary goal is fiber, then I'm
afraid in the future people nmay not see the whole. And
"Il et others speak. 1'd |like to hear what Paul and
ot hers have to say.

M5. LAMAR  Sharon again. Anne's comment

about ground cover for wldlife is key when you're
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tal king about -- in ny mnd, when you're tal king about
I nt ensi ve versus noderate or lowintensity. [|f sonething
has been intensively managed, | picture no ground cover

for wildlife protections. And that's, again, a

| ayperson's viewpoint. |I'mnot a forester. And
considerations for erosion. |If sonething' s been
I ntensi vel y managed, | picture erosion possibly happeni ng

and that there's been a ot of restoration going on in
t he Swan because of past practices. Wen | think of
noderate, | think of sonething that has been acceptabl e
to nost people in the public, both sides probably.

M5. MARTEN. Very hel pful; thank you.

M5. TRIBE: Edd, you had your hand up.

MR. BLACKLER: | would just make a coupl e
of observations in regards to the level of intensity of
managenment. In ny mnd, the nore higher intensity
I nvasion of the area, in ny mnd, translates to a | arger
I mpact on the wildlife and it also incorporates a
followup on the recreational uses. And when there's high
I nt ensi ve nanagenent which, to ne, translates to nore
roads, nore access, nore possibility of erosion which has
a negative effect on the wildlife, it also -- the
after-effect draws nore notorized uses. \Wich that,
again, has a negative effect on the entire area and the

wldlife that are there.
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So the fact that this particular area and all
along the Swan Front is such an incredi ble habitat for
wildlife and for the opportunity for limted recreation
which in, nmy mnd, is hiking, solitude, |eading through
to the Bob Marshall and so forth, those opportunities
that are -- we're so lucky to have in our state, that the
rest of the nation that also owns the national forest has
an opportunity to cone and be here and utilize it. And
they will cone. And they are comng in greater, greater
nunbers. So it woul d behoove us to do everything we can
to make sure that we are protecting that aspect of our
area of the national forest.

So | amstrongly supportive of what we're
hearing here, if the mninmumintensity to utilize in
t hose national forests to create a protective area. And
you' ve al ready seen the excellent work of the conmmunity
to work toward that goal to conserve what we have. So it
woul d be nmy hope that the Forest Service would tie into
t hat concept and in your designation of what you want to
do there, keep it m ninal

MS. TRIBE: Thank you, Edd.

Go ahead, Anne, then we'll go to Gary.

M5. DAHL: | would just like to add onto
that is one of the things I"'ma little concerned about is

if we delist the grizzly bear, which | see comng in the
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future, it may nean a |lot nore road building in the Swan.
What has curtailed or held the road building in check is
the grizzly bear. So once that protection for the
grizzly bear, whatever, is mssing, if we call it

I nt ensi ve- managenent area designation, then that may
translate into nore road buil ding, which does al ways
translate into erosion into streans, nore people
accessing with four-wheelers and so forth.

MS. TRIBE: So you're tal king about the
protections that cone with the endangered or threatened
speci es, when that goes away.

MS. DAHL: Thank you for saying it better.

M5. TRIBE: | just wanted to be sure we
were cl ear.

Gary.

MR WOLFE: And | just wanted to call your
attention, again, to the map that's on the briefing
docunent and speak specifically to the adjoining private
| ands. Because | know the Forest Service is very
cogni zant of the adjoining private |ands and the inpact
of the forest plan on those. And | would like to point
out that in section 4, one of the sections we're tal king
about, 360 of those acres are private acres, half of
t hose have been protected by conservation easenents. Up

in section 34, which borders section 3, 160 acres have
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anot her 160 acres that is very close in terns of
negotiations with the private land trusts that's going
under conservation easenent. |In section 35, which is
part of the community forest there, has a tinber
managenent plan that specifies that it's a pretty
noder at e harvest on that tinber nanagenent plan, again,
recogni zing the fish and wldlife val ues.

And the comments | was going to nake on the
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conservati on easenents in section 4 and section 34, those

two, the tinber managenent plans on those | ands that are

protective conservati on easenents, again, are noderate
intention plans with the goal of managi ng the Forest for
the fish and wldlife values. So again, | believe that
6¢c (sic) designation for the area that we're tal king
about here woul d be very conpatible with the adjoining
private | ands and the Forest nmnagenent practices of

t hose private | andowners. So | don't think there would
be a push back fromthose private | andowners wth that

type of an approach.

a

And Anne, you were engaged in and very invol ved

in the devel opment of the nanagenent plan in section 35.

| don't know whether you wanted to comment on that in any

nore depth, but | know there was a | ot of discussion

about how to nmanage the tinber on section 35.
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M5. DAHL: It was a long and difficult
conversation, especially working with the tri bes.
They're very wonderful to work with, | don't nmean to put
it that way. But they were insistent that we go through
a checklist, kind of a flow chart, question-answer. WII
wildlife benefit? WII fish benefit? And you have to
wor k your way down. And if you get to the point where
we're going to harmanything, then we won't act. So to
make a managenent deci sion, you start with this process
of thinking about the wildlife, thinking about the whole
forest and worki ng your way down and then saying Yes, we
can't harvest this area because it won't harm anyt hi ng
and it nay even benefit. It was a hard coll aborative
head-butti ng di scussion that went on for quite a while.

M5. TRIBE: Gary.

MR WOLFE: And what may be ny | ast
comment, Gary Wil fe again, | haven't nentioned it
specifically, but Elk Creek is probably the single-nost
I mportant bull trout spawning tributary in the Swan
dr ai nage, which you're very aware of.

M5. MARTEN: Uh- huh.

MR WOLFE: | also spent sone tine on the
fish and wildlife commssion. And what | cane to realize
there is the Montana Departnent of Fish, WIldlife and

Par ks pl aces such high value on the El k Creek drai nage
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that it is closed to any type of fishing year round.
That's how sensitive they believe Elk Creek is froma
bull trout perspective. So again, when we've got an area
t hat Montana Fish, Wldlife and Parks feels is so

I mportant that they do not allow any fishing at all and
in the forest plan that has been identified as being
eligible for a consideration for wild and scenic river
designation, | personally don't think high intensity
veget ati on managenent is consistent with either one of
t hose. And again, another reason why | recomended the
noderate intensity.

M5. MARTEN. And Paul, you've been
squirmng a little bit over there, so |I'm presum ng that
nmeans you're ready to junp in wth sonet hing.

MS. TRIBE: And you didn't nobve over at
all.

MR. MCKENZI E: Once again, ny conments are
really geared towards the | arger picture and not
specifically the Elk Creek drainage. It occurs to ne
that once clarification under 6c fiber production is not
the primary or only driving managenent considerati on.
It's just the only one that has it as a nmanagenent
consi deration; okay? Big difference there. Al the
other conditions and requirenents of the forest plan

apply to those acres just like they do all other acres in
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a project. That's why you're at 18 board feet per acre
and not 170 or 300.

A lot of those acres in Swan Valley are
checkerboard | ands that were previously under industri al
ownershi p that have recei ved heavy nmanagenment in the
past. That has sone fol ks m ght bear sone negative
I mpacts, but there also are sone beneficial inpacts as
wel | there.

There are infrastructure in place. The roads
that are there are there. There's been good, even-aged
managenment that's been started in some of those areas
t hat nakes sense to continue, under a different
managenent scheme than naybe previously. But why not
utilize the infrastructure that's already there to
continue to manage those |ands for fiber production as
one of their objectives? Knowing that all the other --
the wildlife habitat, all that kind of stuff, is going to
be considered at the project level. Quite honestly, by
doing that, you're going to allow a | ower | evel
managenent on ot her acres; all right?

This is the trade-off. You can nmanage nore
acres less intensively or you can nmanage fewer acres nore
intensively. So that's one of the chall enges that all
| and managers have to deal with. | would argue that

we're already at 90 percent of the acres on the Flathead
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Nat i onal Forest are nanaged with other resources, first
and forenost. And then that | eaves us with ten percent
or less, just gross acres, that are managed with sone
consideration for the Forest Service's responsibility to
nmeet the demands of society for fiber. |It's just that

si npl e.

The Swan | ands are highly productive in nany
ways, for wildlife, for clean water, for habitat, but
they also growtrees very well. And you can do both, as
has been denonstrated nmultiple tines on private |ands. |
have 10,000 of ny | ands under a conservati on easenent.
And guess what? It's managed for grizzly bear, it's
managed for tinber production, nanaged for clean water
I ncluding the water supply for the Gty of Wiitefish.
The productivity of ny land is way higher than 1, 800
board feet and I'"'mstill neeting these other objectives.

So | just really encourage you to not back away
from keepi ng the door open for your opportunities. |It's
not going to necessarily drive the on-the-ground
managenent of every acre. But if you put a | and use
designation on these lands that's too restrictive to
start, you've taken a whol e bunch of options off the
plate in consideration for your professional nanagers to
consider at a professional level. So keep your door

open. It doesn't nean that just because it's 6c¢c that
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you're going to be growing trees and nothing el se there.
But it gives you the opportunity to use all the tools in
your t ool box.

MS. MARTEN: Thank you.

| know that we're just about out of tine so |
want to nmake sure, Sheri, you haven't had an opportunity
to put a voice in the room |Is there anything else you'd
| i ke to add or say?

MS. BURDEN: | appreciate all the views. |
don't cone with the background that sone of the other
fol ks here have. W noved to the Swan in 1980. W noved
here because here's clean air and there's clear water and
wildlife, and we just appreciate what we have. | have
seen the logging in the past. | don't know enough about
in the high intensity but, to nme, that's a red flag just
because of what |'ve seen. | think this area of El k
Creek, you know, we went for a ski there this winter.
It's just beautiful. It needs this protection of a | ower
I ntensity.

M5. TRIBE: Gosh, that was only
thirty-eight years ago. You' ve only been there
thirty-ei ght years, a newconer.

MS. MARTEN: Well, thank you. And | really
appreciate all of your voices in the room |It's always

fascinating to ne how one word can nean so nmany different
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things to so nany different people. And | amthinking of
the word "intensity" versus "noderate" versus "low " And
it's just all the different perspectives and | enses you
can see that through on that. So it's very hel pful for
nme just to hear your perspectives, your voice in the
room the different views specific to El k Creek area and
that very special area as well as the special areas

t hr oughout the Swan Vall ey which are one of many across

t he Fl athead and our public lands. So thank you for your
time and for continuing with that dialogue. And | know
you guys have been at the table together on many things

t hr oughout the years and you'll continue to do that, so
just thank you very nuch for that as well.

Wth that, | think what 1'Il do is turn it over
to G nny because we'll have a little bit of break and
then the Krause Basin is the topic on the agenda. And |
know we have some ot her players that will be comng to
the table and sone of you nay be at the table for that
one as well. But again, thank you very nmnuch. Appreciate
iIt. Appreciate your interest and your continued
I nvol venent .

MS. TRIBE: Thank you. One of the things I
wanted to nake sure that | think everybody in the room
woul d know is that this was an interesting di scussion

t hat brought not opposing, necessarily, points of view
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We heard a lot of informati on about real site specific
areas, but also the comments that -- I'"mnot trying to
create commonality here -- | just think that the comrents
t hat Paul brought in thinking about a | arge | andscape and
what happens when you do things sort of under a
particular unbrella. | thought those were -- that's
probably the first time we've really had that kind of
di scussion in these three days about | ooking at it from
two perspectives, not opposing, but both of themvery
I nteresting points. So -- and Edd, thank you again for
com ng back today.

So we're going to break for ten mnutes. WII
t he people who are at the table | eave the table, get a
fresh glass -- a clean glass, and then the people who are
here for Krause Creek who are either objectors with
standing or interested parties with standing cone to the
table at 11:00; thank you.

(Proceedings in recess from10:49 a.m to

10: 59 a.m)
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Friday, April 13, 2018 - 10:59 a.m
KRAUSE BASI N
MR. WEBER. Wl cone. M nane's Chip Wber.

' mthe Forest supervisor on the Flathead National Forest
and deciding official for the forest plan revision. To
ny left is Leanne Marten who is the regional forester and
the reviewing officer for this.

Real ly glad that you canme here, got here
safely. Talk about a couple things real quickly for
safety. |If there's any kind of an incident, fire or
anyt hi ng, please exit out those doors and gather in the
par king | ot but get away fromthe building, per se, and
gat her where you can safely in the parking |lot and we'l|
tiein wth you there.

The confort station, aka restroom aka a whole

| ot of other things, is if you go out the door --

M5. TRIBE: | didn't know what that was.

MR, WEBER: -- and nake a left, then it's
just down a hundred feet or so, you'll make another |eft
and you'll see it right there.

This has been a good week. And | went into
this week thinking about how | was going to nake the nobst
of this time. And | guess the description | used this
nor ni ng, sone of you heard, is to go into it wth

curiosity. And for ne it's about |istening and | earning.
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You'll see ne taking sone notes. Those are really to
pronpt ne to renmenber the tones, the conversation or the
things that | really want to consider, but 1'lIl also rely
on the verbatimnotes that we're getting from Banbi here.
So | do appreciate all the work that it took to
get to this point and all the work that each of you have
done to | ook at the proposed decision and draft deci sion
and be thoughtful about it. And that's ny intent as
wel | .
| do want to introduce our team or have them

I ntroduce thenselves. And Joe's in the back, so I'l|
start w th Marsha.

M5. MOORE: Good norning. |'m Marsha
Moore, recreation w | derness planner on the team

MS. TRECHSEL: Hello. |[|I'mHeidi Trechsel
t he vegetation specialist on the team

MS. KUENNEN: Reed Kuennen, wildlife
bi ol ogi st on the team

MR SM TH. Raynond Smth, regional
coordinator for fields objections and litigation down in
M ssoul a, Montana, and up here for the week.

M5. RUSHO. Nancy Rusho. | do objections
and appeals in the Washi ngton offi ce.

M5. AKE: Kathy Ake, I'mthe G S speciali st

on the team
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MR. KRUEGER: Joe Krueger. |'ve been the
interdisciplinary team | eader for this fabul ous team
her e.

MR. WEBER: I n the back.

MS. TURK: Janette Turk, public affairs
officer for the Fl athead.

MR. CARLIN. Good norning. Rob Carlin.
I'mthe staff officer in the Flathead forest for the
natural resources planning and fire program

MS. PEEL: Tinory Peel, regional planner,
M ssoul a.

MS. ALLEN. Stacy Allen, I'mthe
witer/editor for the team

MR. WEBER: Al so, if you have not done so

already, if you could turn your cell phone down or to

stun or whatever you call it so we can have an
uni nterrupted conversation, |'d appreciate that.
Wth that I'Il turn it over to Leanne.

MS. MARTEN. Thanks, Chip, and wel cone
everyone. |It's great to see you here this norning.
Before we junp right into the topic for Krause Basin, |

t hought it mght help you to get just a feel for how I'm

approaching this and what |'m hopi ng we can get out of it
and maybe a little bit of what |I'm not asking fromyou at
this tine.
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So as Chip nentioned, ny nanme's Leanne Marten,
and |"'mthe regional forester for the northern region.

For this process I'mthe reviewng officer. So I'm
reviewing all the objections that canme in on the proposed
forest plan and Chip's draft decision. W had over 74
obj ectors and, as you can inmagi ne, a whol e spectrum of

I ssues and obj ections that came up. And we've spent the
| ast two days and then today on various topics and issues
that cane up fromthose objections. Not all of them by
any neans. However, all of themw || be addressed in ny
letters back to you all as objectors on how your issues
were reviewed and any resolution or any potenti al
instructions to Chip on how to address those objecti ons.
You will not see themall verbatimbecause there are many
simlar ones, so they nmay be grouped when they come in
the letters.

One of the things and the topic we just ended
wth and definitely the one today, this norning, that
you're at the table on, all of the objections and all the
I ssues that cane up are very much tied into people's
values. And one of the things I amnot asking any of you
or your organizations, and never would, is to change your
values fromthat standpoint. | respect everybody's
values. They all definitely play into the managenent of

our public lands. | have the privil ege and honor of
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managi ng these public | ands on your behalf. They're not
mne, they're ours. So | just thank you for that and
just the ability to respect everybody's val ues as we nove
forward and we discuss this topic. Because | know
there's a lot of passion. And | love to see that passion
fromeveryone. But the passions nay not be the sane or
for the sanme reasons fromthat perspective.

So the intent today is to really help ne get a
vi ew t hrough di al ogue anpbngst us and anmongst yoursel ves
on, really, what | think |I understood | read in the
witten objections. I|I'mgoing to focus it in alittle
bit wth a couple key points and a coupl e proposed
remedies and really just need to nmake sure |I'm not
m ssing sonething or if |I'm m sconstruing or
m srepresenti ng sonething that nmay be a part of your
obj ection, by all neans, please correct nme on that. |
want to nmake sure everybody has a voice at the table. So
we'll do a quick round of introductions here for folks
here at the table. W nmay have a couple that joined us
via phone that are objectors or interested parties as
well. And Gnny will help facilitate to nake sure we
have all the voices in the room

You won't hear a decision fromne today. |
haven't been maki ng any decisions all week, however, you

Wil receive in the near future ny resolution in ny
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|etters to help you out in that. And there's a couple
reasons for that. Part of that is | just need tinme to
continue processing. | don't want to short side or not
really have an opportunity to think about things that the
di al ogue has naybe brought forth and then that bigger
picture. But it's also because nany of these tie into so
many things that are part of the objections, | want to
make sure that I'mtaking the tine needed to understand

t hat bi gger picture while valuing your input and your

t houghts and really give it the due diligence.

As you see in the roomhere |I've had a great
team of folks helping ne. One of the process things that
|*ve had a coupl e people ask ne about is the fol ks that
put a lot of staff work and review the objections and
hel p keep ne briefed on themwere not all the sane people
who worked on the plan. They were definitely part of it,
but | actually asked for sone fol ks that had not been
I nvolved within the region or on the forces to cone in.
So | had sone fol ks from outside and ot her regions cone
in and help review the objections received and really
take a | ook at the plan and Chip's drafted decision and
really have sone fresh eyes on it. Because we're al
human. There's things as we get going that we see it one
way and it's hard to pull back. So that's also part of

t he assistance that |'ve asked for on that. So it's been
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a real conprehensive review process and this is an
Integral part today in the dialogue that | |ook forward
to having here over the next hour.

W will keep to the tinme frame fromt hat
because, just |ike you folks, we' ve had people com ng and
goi ng over the last three days and we want to honor that
sOo we can stick to the schedule and the agenda tine start
per topic because we have one nore this afternoon on
w nter travel and travel managenent that | want to honor
those folks's tine as well.

So any questions just on that or the process or
the intent today? Not hearing any.

So let me do a quick round. Let ne ask for
fol ks on the phone. |Is there anybody that joined us via
phone that's either an objector or interested party for
t he Krause Basin topic here this norning? And if so,
woul d you pl ease introduce yourself? It does not sound
| i ke anybody's on the phone. |If you were introducing
yourself, we didn't hear you. So you nmay have been on
nute and, if so, please speak up.

G herwise, 1'mgoing to start around the table.
Edd, would you m nd introducing yourself? And if you
guys do this, say your nane and then who you're
representing, if you're representing an organi zati on or

yourself as a citizen.
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MR. BLACKLER: |'m Edd Bl ackler, and I'm
here as an observer and representing nyself basically.

MS. MCCABE: Anna McCabe, and |I'm

representing nyself. And | |live adjacent to Krause
Basi n.

MR. MCCABE: Bill MCabe. |I'mrepresenting
nyself and | |ive next to Krause Basin and use it daily

t hr oughout t he year.

MR. LARSON: |I'm John Larson. | live very
near Krause Basin. You can probably throw a rock into
Krause Creek fromny property. And |I'mrepresenting
nysel f.

MR, GOTSCHALK: Chris Gotschal k,
representing nyself and live in Ferndale.

MS. LI NSKY: ' m Nornma Linsky, and I'm
representing nyself and | recreate at Krause Basin. |
live in Kalispell

MR. PECK: Brian Peck. |'mrepresenting
nyself and Keith Hamrer from Swan View Coalition

M5. MARTEN. If we do have anybody j oi ni ng

via phone, Banbi is a court reporter. So Chip nentioned

earlier but we will get transcripts of the last three
days and when they're available they'll be posted so you
folks will get that. | have a lot of fol ks around ne who

are taking great notes. So if you're wondering why |I'm
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taking no notes, it's because it really helps ne to be
present and be part of the dial ogue and have really
active listening, not witing things dowmn. It doesn't
mean |'mjust going to have it go in one ear and out the
other. 1've got other fol ks hel ping capture and 1'l1 be
relying on Banbi's transcript to help spark nenories and
get sone of the specifics down on that part of it.

So the other thing I'd nentioned is as we go
around, if you could please, for Banbi's sake and for the
record, just state your name when you begin to tal k that
wll just help and trigger it. | knowit can be alittle
awkward as G nny will say, but it does help us just
capture as we go through.

So G nny, did | forget anything.

MS5. TRIBE: W mght want to see who's in
t he audi ence.

M5. MARTEN: [|If we could, just real quick,
see who's here observing in the audi ence.

And Marla, can | start with you over agai nst
the wall there?

M5. FOX: Marla Fox, W/ dEarth Guardi ans,
obser vi ng.

MS. EISEN:. Hilary Ei sen, Wnter W/Idl ands
Al |l i ance, observing.

M5. MARTEN:. | know these fol ks are just at
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the table. |If you could just introduce so we know.
Sheri, can we start with you?

MS. BURDEN: Sheri Burden, just observing,

Swan Vall ey.

MS. DAHL: Anne Dahl, observing from Swan
Val | ey.

MS. LAMAR  Sharon Lamar, observing.

MR WOLFE: Gary Wl fe from Swan Vall ey,
obser vi ng.

MR SCEVERS:. Corey Scevers, Forest
Servi ce, observing.

M5. MARTEN. Thank you very nmuch. So |et
me junp in and see if | can start us off here. So
everyone has received the briefing paper in front of you.
And let nme explain what the intent of those have been
t hroughout the week. It's just as a starting point and
to just start the dialogue. It is not and was not
I ntended to be all enconpassing of everything that you
guys shared t hrough your objections or your interests.
It's a couple things to try and just hel p narrow down and
a starting point for ne to summari ze what | think I
under st and some of the key objections are, what | am
hearing as potential renedies and, again, is just a
starting point for dialogue. So if you're not seeing

sonet hing there that you want to nake sure is out in the
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room by all neans, please voice it.

Pl ease don't feel a need to repeat everything
you have in your objections you wote in, though, because
| do have those and | do have those that have been
summari zed and |'ve read themand 1'Il have those to go
back to. If it's really inportant, by all neans, make
sure you work that in, but don't feel a need to repeat
everything you wote in because | do have all that and
have been readi ng through those as well.

So with Krause Basin | will say | was, Monday,
earlier this week before we started the neetings, | did
spend a day out in the field wwth folks fromthe Forest.
And one of the areas | asked that I'd like to at | east go
get a feel for was Krause Basin because |'d never been
there. Now, with the weather | didn't get clear up into
the Basin and do all that. But | did at |east go see the
proximty to the trail heads and the community and j ust
get a better visual for nyself on what many of you were
describing, you live right next to it, you recreate in
there, the trails and trying to get a better feel for
that. And | |ook forward to spending nore tine in the
Swan Vall ey and Krause Basin area in the future. But
it's one of the things where | did that just to help ne.
Now, like | said, that just helped ne get a little bit of

visual. So as you're talking, | may have a few questions
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to help ne get oriented and a better feel for how you nay
be seeing things. | truly want to see things through
your | ens not through just ny lens. That's not the point
of this. | need to see it fromyour perspective as best
| can on that.

So with that in mnd and when | read the
obj ections, there's several things wwth the Basin. And
it has a long history there in previous decisions that
have been made, previous agreenents working with the
community and different organi zations and a very val ued
pl ace on the Fl athead National Forest. |'ll|l paraphrase a
couple key things that | could use sone help with from
you fol ks today, at |least as a starting point.

A coupl e of the key objections are we
definitely have sone different views and val ues on even
the use of the Basin for notorized recreation. And |
have fol ks that would prefer not to have any notorized
recreation there for several different reasons. It could
be for the grizzly bear, their own preference on the type
of recreation, noise. There are a lot of different
reasons for that. But |I'll just paraphrase a desire not
to have notorized recreation at all in the Basin.

Through the objections, there's also if we have
notorized, there's the 13 mles of trail, there's sone

hi story there on previous understandi ng of agreenents for
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the 13 mles of trail and whether or not those are
allowed to stay notorized and, if they are, whether or
not they're signed or not signed on the type of use and

t hen, of course, you work into that sone of the seasons
of use. And then there are concerns fromthe standpoint,
and | think, John, you handed ne a nmap right before we
started here that 1'll have as part of the record, of
there's the 13 mles of trail, the core trails I'll cal

t hem from previ ous deci sions and activities, and then
there's a whol e bunch of other trails that have been
created out there by various uses over the years that are
not part of what sone of the previous decisions have
referred to as those 13 mles on that. And that's all
really general big picture fromthat standpoint.

So with just that in mnd, what would help ne
woul d be to have a little bit of dial ogue on where you
fol ks are, what you see as potential renedies, and just
maki ng sure I'mnot totally mssing, know ng there's a
| ot nore behind even what general objections | just
sunmmari zed, what | may be mssing fromthat. And I'm
going to start out with a couple questions and see if it
m ght tease out and sone of the dial ogue.

l'"mgoing to start out with the assunpti on, and
It doesn't nean this is going one way or the other, these

are for dial ogue purposes. Say the 13 mles stayed the
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13 mles with the use as it currently is right now, just
as a starting point. And the reason | need that just as
a starting point is I'mreally having a hard tinme when it
cones to the signage part of the objections that came up
and si gning, not signing.

I think in ny mnd, and this may be totally
wong, it's all tied into whether or not you would even
li ke to have notorized use in that area. And then Wl I,
if there's even sonme, if you signit, you' re going to
have even nore people cone is one perspective. And then
on the flip side, if you sign it, you may keep the
user-made other trails that are not desirable out there
fromoccurring. So | got both sides there.

So | knowthat's a lot there, but |I'm hoping
can you folks just help ne on where you're com ng from
with that and just hel p nme understand a better
perspective, a little bit of the history there and where
you're at today with even signage and then al so how t hat
ties into how you see the use in there.

M5. TRIBE: John, you want to start?

MR, LARSON: Sure, 1'll start out. John
Larson. And the map that | showed you is ny nost
accurate representation of what's actually there. You
have kind of this nythical 13 mles. You can't find nost

of them But this is basically what's out there on the
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gr ound.

Concerni ng signage, well, ny concern is that we
don't have notorized use in that area, period. But given
that, if you have signage, you know, that would help
direct people to different parts of the trail. |If
they're not using it for notorized use, it could be, I
think, a suitable kind of focused recreation area.

But if you're comng in and you're | ooking at
devel opi ng sonething akin to Big Mountain ski area or
sone of these big devel oped canpsites al ong Hungry Horse
Reservoir, that's not going to fit in that area. You
don't have enough room For one, you'd have to
dramatically inprove that parking area. You' d have to
put sone toilet facilities in and so forth as well as
Si gnage.

G ven that, you know, it could be suitable for
horses. |'m seeing nore horses back in there. A few
years ago | saw sone nountai n bi kes, but they've kind of
di sappeared. The signs that | do see in there, even
those areas that the trails that are mapped there,
there's not a lot of ATV or notorcycle use there, yet. |
nmean, you do see occasionally sone signs where they've
been there usually in inappropriate seasons and
I nappropriate areas. There's a whole network of trails

that are devel oped cl oser to the road between the
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trail head and the entrance to sone of these trails that
you see on the map where it adjoins the road. And so

t hat would be good to elimnate. But like | say, I'min
favor of -- you know, you could sign it, but just don't
all ow notorized use.

M5. MARTEN. So John, let ne tease out just
one thing. Wen you used the -- if it went to sonething
li ke the Big Sky (sic) area, when you read in Chip's
draft decision in the proposed plan this area being part
of a focused recreation area, is that what you envi sion
t hat nmeans, that it neans even nore use and nore
devel opnent? |s that how you interpret and read what was
described in Chip's decision?

MR. LARSON. Clearly. The idea of a
focused recreation area, to ne, indicates that a | ot of
peopl e are going to be using that and recreating in the
area. And | guess | don't have a problemw th fol ks
using that area. | nean, it's a marvelous area. 1'd
like to keep it to nyself, but that's not the best thing.
But you know, | just think it's a mstake and it doesn't
fit with the resource base in that area.

MS. MARTEN: Very hel pful, thank you. So
ot her thoughts.

Go ahead, Bill.
MR MCCABE: |I'Il just say ny biggest
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concern is the notorized use. And |I'm not agai nst

notori zed use at all. | actually own two snownpbil es.
But | use ny snowrobiles to go up Strawberry Lake Road
and Peters Ridge Road where they're allowed to access in
t he back country skiing in the area and then we park the
snownobi | es and hi ke fromthere.

| guess ny point that | just want to bring up,
| think it's July 1st through Septenber, the notorized
use is currently allowed. And it's just ny experience we
hi ke, bike, use the trails every day in there. And the
nmot ori zed use, it's just a real free-for-all approach in
there. |'ve lived there since 2015. And | nean, the
notori zed use, as soon as the snowis gone, the trails
are as fresh as can be, just real nuddy, and they're in
there many tinmes a week with total disregard to the
privilege they're given to be in there two nonths, which
I think they're very lucky to have that, because it's a
really neat area.

The trails are getting danaged just because
they're in there at the wong tine of year when the
trails are too wet. And they just have -- it's just a
real free-for-all approach. They're going off the
trails. They're just ruining the trails. They | eave
trenches right up the existing trails, then it rains and

then it erodes. And again, it's not an attack on
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notori zed use. It's just a disrespect of the area and
the rules. And I live right next door to Krause Basin
and | hear it out of season. | knew when | brought ny

property that they had those two nonths and | was good
with that. But now |l can hear it in early as April, My,
June. It happens daily there's notorized use.

M5. MARTEN. So let ne ask you this, Bill,
and I"'mnot sure if this is a question you can
necessarily answer. But if the usage stayed as is and
people were using it and respecting the trails or there
was sonme help with I'll just say signs for just one tool
to help wwth that, would that maybe not neet a hundred
percent of your desire there but would that help
elimnate some of the concerns that you're seeing on the
ground as well as the use outside of those seasons and
sone of that?

MR. MCCABE: There's a sign right there

were you pull off Foothill Road right to the nain
trailhead. | nean, it's right there and it doesn't do
anyt hi ng.

MS. MARTEN: Doesn't work

MR. MCCABE: The | ast ones, the DNRC put up
many signs, and it was probably a week and they were all
shot up and torn down. So as far as signage, | think

signage could help but I just don't think they're going
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to last very long in that area, just in the past from
what |'ve seen

MS5. MARTEN: So part of what | hear as the
underlyi ng concern you have is Wiat can we do to have the
confidence that even if we allow sonme conti nued usage,
that it would be inplenented and effective? And how
could we enforce or ensure that you don't continue to
have sone of the folks that are doing it outside the
seasons are doing it in a way that, from your
perspective, is irresponsible for the resources. |Is that
fair?

MR. MCCABE: Yeah. It needs to be
enforced. And we've tried to do it since 2015, but it's
just not getting done.

MS. MARTEN: Thank you, very hel pful;
appreci ate that.

Nor ma, thank you. W know Norna needs the mc.

MS. TRIBE: You know, Banbi gets really
cr abby.

MS. LINSKY: M children will tell you that
| do not have a soft voice.

THE REPORTER: Good thing |I'm not your
chi | d.

MS. LINSKY: Well said. You know, | did

owe the remarks that |I've heard so far. | personally am
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not an ATV owner. | don't have any notorized use in the
back country. And I feel sonetines like |'ve been run
over. | agree about the trails. You know, this year,
July the 1st may not have snow free, just bog nmud trails.
So that's going to be a real problem

But |'m concerned about the watershed. There
are three forks of Krause Creek that start up high, and
t here have been a | ot of studies about the off-trail use.
And it only conmes fromtrail use with notorized vehi cl es.
And | think one ATV is |like 400 soldiers nmarching through
an area. They have really run havoc with the creeks that
cone through there. And then what happens is the
| andowners downstream when it's not forest |and, and
what that's done to the plain and what it's done goi ng
into Echo Lake. So you can't just | ook at what happens
in the Forest. It's got -- you have to consider what
happens downstream fromthe Forest.

| agree that the signage is not going to stop
anyone from doi ng what ever they want, especially on a
wheel ed vehicle. |I'mnot going to be able to stop them
| have to just get out of the way. | understand that the
Forest Service does not have the policing to change
anything in the Forest. There just aren't enough
personnel to go in there.

And | know -- | hike with Keith Hammer, and |
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know t hat he has taken pictures and sent themtine after
time after tine for the abuse of what happens wth
not ori zed vehicles. | have no problemw th both
not ori zed vehi cl es or snownbbil es going up Peters R dge
Road or Strawberry Lake Road to get to the back country.
| think that's great. | drive up there to the trail heads
in the sumer. In the winter | start at the bottom

But | just want the watershed to be consi dered
as wel |l ; thank you.

MS. MARTEN: Thank you, Norma. Go ahead,
ot hers.

MR. GOTSCHALK: Chris GCotschal k, concerned
citizen. | ditto what Bill and Norma and John have said
regardi ng notorized vehicl es.

| guess | cone at it as the perspective of
bei ng sort of vehenently opposed to notorized recreation
in just about every form | consider vehicles to be just
sort of a conveyance to get you to a point where you can
start to recreate human powered and quietly. This is not
ny typical role. [|'musually behind the scenes voter,
donate, you know. But | can see now how inportant it is
to get involved.

And it's ny understanding that the Forest
Service did actually sort of promse to restrict

notori zed vehicle use in the Krause Basin area years ago.
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I would |like to see that upheld. I1'd also like to see
snownobi |l es and any sort of snow conveyances al so
i ncluded in that.

I do agree with Bill. | think that it's
appropriate on Peters R dge Road and Strawberry Lake
Road, as a conprom se, just to get people to trail heads.
That seens |i ke a reasonable use. But yeah, just going
crazy off in Krause Basin is really not the right use.

If you spend any tinme at all in that area, you realize it
Is a beautiful really spectacul ar spot and is only
appreci ated on foot going slowy, |ooking around.

A couple of just final points. 1In this
briefing paper, | notice that sone words that were a
little concerning and that was that decisions are based
on demand. And | woul d suggest that that sort of idea
has to change in tine. | think that we may have
already -- we've got this grow h-based econony. W have
t o accommpdat e as people grow. Mre denand, nore
accommodation. | think there needs to be restrictions on
that, and | think it's already alnost too |late for that.
We can't grow forever. And | think now or yesterday
woul d have been a good tinme to put sone linmts on that.

Mot ori zed vehicles just cannot continue to
encroach on everywhere that they may want to go or

everywhere that is convenient.
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And then | guess -- well, | guess that's
essentially nmy feelings about it. | just find that
particular area to be really spectacular and | think
shoul d be protected for quiet recreation.

M5. MARTEN: So Chris, if | could ask a
question, and it could be for you or anyone el se, Brian
and Edd and others. So one of the things the decision on
demand, and | thank you for your perspective on just how
t hose words are and just a quick rem nder the briefing
papers are just to start dialogue on that part, and it
wor ked; right? So here's a question that |I'm struggling
with and one of the things |I'mjust curious what

anybody's thoughts are.

You know, we have over two mllion acres on the
Fl at head National Forest. And across the region, |I'm
honored to manage over 25 mllion acres of your public

| ands. And one of our biggest chall enges, and you fol ks
know this, Is you enjoy -- you want to have areas you can
go ride your snownpbiles or go hike or go ski or the
vari ous uses out there and how you -- |I'll use the term
"bal ance" but not neant that it's going to be equal
bal ance everywhere.

So | ooking at that bigger picture and beyond
t he Krause Basin, do you just have thoughts on that on

how t he Krause Basi n and what ever managenent for
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recreation enjoynent is allowed there versus all ow ng
sone ot her places for fol ks that enjoy seeing the | and
ri ding a snowrmobil e versus hiking or nay not be able to
hi ke and use -- need a notorized. |'mjust kind of
curious what your thoughts are, how you see that as a
bi gger level or if you have a perspective as a bigger
| evel beyond Krause Basin. And if not, that's okay. [|I'm
just curious.

MR, GOTSCHALK: No, no, | just kind of fee
li ke we are -- you've heard this expression before. W
are kind of at a tipping point. | think the general
feeling that people have about what is appropriate to do
should change. | really -- | don't think that you should
be burning fuel for fun. | think you should be burning
fuel to get to fun but not for fun.

MS. MARTEN: Ckay; thank you. Appreciate

M5. TRIBE: Norma, you were ready to speak
too. And then if it's okay, let's just see if we can
catch everybody on this one. And you'll end up | ast
here, Brian. So we'll go this way.

MS. LINSKY: Norma Linsky again. Your
questi on about, you know, the entire forest or the
ecosystem you know there are a lot of old | oggi ng roads

that are no longer in use. They're not in wlderness
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areas. They haven't got the historical value that Krause
Basin has. Five hundred and twenty mles of old | ogging
roads, | think, have been inventoried in the Forest. |
may be incorrect about the anmount. Wiy not take out the
cul verts and fix the slunping roadbeds to preserve the
fisheries and bring that -- bring those roads avail abl e
to recreationists, whether they're nountain bikers or
sone places could be notorized vehicle use. So there are
pl aces in this forest that exist now which could be
devel oped for other uses besides quiet recreation.
That's one of ny thoughts. And | can't renenber what
else | was going to say.

M5. TRIBE: It wll come to you. W're not
finished yet.

MS. LINSKY: Thank you.

M5. TRIBE: Do you want to pass it on to
John, pl ease.

MR, LARSON: John Larson. You nentioned
t he bal ance, and there's a | ot of places as was pointed
out, that you can accommpbdate, | think, notorized
recreation. | too would support the idea of the two
roads, the Strawberry Lake Road and the Peters Ri dge Road
remai ni ng open early, seasonally, when there's no
resour ce danage.

There was a point nmade al so about the resource
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damage. You go up there and a lot of these trails --
actually own an ATV. | fornerly owed a notorbi ke, a
trail bike. And fromny experience, there's areas that
are just too steep in this area where the roads exist,
the existing trails. They're too steep. They have
stream crossings that are going to cause resource damage.
You can't get up there in a vehicle wthout causing
resour ce danage.

The other main concern is wildlife
di spl acenent. You know, there's a small elk herd there.
There are grizzly bears in there. There are wolves in
there. There are wolverines in there. As Chris pointed
out, it's just a marvel ous place. And if you all ow nore
I ntensi ve notorized recreation, you're just going to
di spl ace all those wildlife popul ati ons and basically
elimnate that habitat fromtheir potential to occupy it.

There is one error in the briefing paper. It
says there's no stands in the area dom nated by western
hem ock. | beg to differ. There is at |east one really
nice area. It is adjacent to State land. It extends up
fromthe bottom of Krause Creek in two directions. It is
dom nated by western hemlock. It's a beautiful little
grove in there.

M5. MARTEN. Ckay.
MR. LARSON: | have nore but |I'Il defer.
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M5. TRIBE: | would appreciate that, John,
then that way ot her people -- we're heading up to 20
m nutes left.
So Bill, did you want to....

MR. MCCABE: The only other thing | was
going to add is in notorized use, there's currently a
weed problemin the area, too, and the notorized use
definitely stirs that up.

MS. MARTEN: The noxi ous weeds and the
I ssue there. Thank you, Bill.

Anna, pl ease.

MS. MCCABE: Anna McCabe. | have a
question for every single person in this room if that's
okay. And just a raise of the hand would be fine. Wo
in this roomwuld |ike to see notorized use in the
Krause Basin area? Just raise your hand if you would
li ke to see notorized use in the Krause Basin area.

M5. TRIBE: So Anna, |I'mgoing to give
peopl e perm ssion not to have to nake that indication
unl ess they want to.

M5. MCCABE:  Sure.

MS. TRIBE: No one expected to have to cone
here and vote on a particular thing. | don't want to
offend you, but I think it's very hard to ask peopl e to.

M5. MCCABE: Sure. |I'mjust curious if
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anyone is, and nay or nmay not, but that's what |I'm
confused about .

M5. MARTEN: Well, here if | could, Anna,
just real quick, and I'm not sure, but even if people in
here woul d have raised their hands if they had chosen to.
| can tell you | received objections, | received witten,
fol ks that are not here today that do have a different
perspective that would like to continue to see sone
not ori zed use in the Krause Basin.

MS5. MCCABE: That's what |'m curious about.
Qut of your 74 objectors, are there a |l ot of people that
are wanting to see notori zed use?

MS. MARTEN: | don't know nunbers, because
that isn't how!l view it fromthat standpoint.

M5. MCCABE:  Sure.

MS. MARTEN:. Honestly, in sone ways ny job
woul d be easier if it was a vote because things woul d be
a lot nore straightforward black and white, and it's not.
So | don't know the nunbers, but | can tell you that
t hr oughout history and definitely on this plan and
t hroughout the plan revision, that has been a strong
voice as well as not wanting to have notorized use and
t hi ngs i n between.

M5. MCCABE: Well, | live adjacent to

Krause Basin and | recreate there every single day of the




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N+ O

487

year. There's six inches of fresh snow. | was out there
this norning. Two weeks ago | was recreating in Krause
Basin and saw fresh wol verine tracks. [It's a very
special place. There's grizzly bears. There's

wol verines. There's definitely a hem ock grove that is
very precious to our forest. And | would |like to see it
stay -- renmain that way.

I amdefinitely not agai nst notorized use for
certain people. Everybody likes certain things. W're
all different, and that's what makes this planet so
wonder ful .

A bigger level for notorized use |ike your
question stated was ny thought is above Lakesi de bel ow
Bl acktail Mountain, that, to me, would be a better forest
recreation area for the notorized use because there are a
|l ot of logging roads, it ties all the way to Herron Park
and you have Bl acktail and you have cross-country skiing.
Krause Basin is a very tiny space. To try and put your
resources there for a forest recreati on area seens
poi ntl ess. There's definitely not 13 mles of trails. |
know the trails like the palmof ny hand. So | think you
woul d have a difficult time wth that.

| also am curious, the Forest Service, in
general, is on a tight budget and has | ack of noney and

r esour ces. And so | find it difficult to see them nake a
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presence there when they currently -- | wll contact the
Forest about sone illegal use and nothing gets done. So
| have a hard tine seeing that this would be now a forest
recreation area and we're going to sign and we're goi ng
to enforce when there's no one there now, even when we're
calling upon them

| don't want ny property value to go down with
the noise of the notorized use. That's a big concern for
me. As ny husband nentioned, the weeds are really,
really bad, and so I'mbattling a whole row, several
acres |l ong, of weeds that are trying to cone onto ny
property because they're so bad on the public |and. And
| don't want the noxi ous weeds on ny property or on the
public | and.

As far as signs, |I'mvery nuch against the
signs narked on the ground. | do not want to see that.
Unfortunately, people in our community have destroyed al
of the signs that have been put up in the area by the
DNRC. | am happy to show you photos of this. And nmany
of the Forest Service signs that you have put up on the
alpine trail and at trail heads, they're brand-new ones
| ast year, they're beautiful by the way, have been
destroyed. So | think marking the trails would be a big
m stake. It would be a waste of tinme and noney.

M5. MARTEN. Thank you. Very hel pful;
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t hank you.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you, Anna.

Edd, do you want a little exercise? You can

either walk it to Brian or you can pass it down.

MS. MARTEN. Go ahead, Edd.

MR. BLACKLER Well, | participated in the
Noi sy Face decision at the tine when we wor ked toget her
wWth the colmmunity of people to try and determ ne what
woul d be the best, nost practical use of certain areas
along the entire face there. And it was an unfortunate
conprom se, | think, that actually allowed the indication
that there mght be 13 mles that could be used by
notorized at a certain tine of year. That probably
shoul d never have happened. But it was an unfortunate
conprom se.

I think that right now, the challenge that you

have as Forest Service nanagenent is to take a | ook at
t he escal ati on of users and the kinds of uses that are
out there and take a serious |look at -- the first thing,
safety issues, and conservation issues. Wat kind of use
contributes to the degradation of the area? And we
recogni ze the value of this area, in particul ar, because
of what we see there; all of the things that you' ve
heard, the wildlife, the streamflow And then we need

to make -- we can't be nice to everybody, like | told you




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N+ O

490

the other day. You've got to separate. You've got to
say Ckay, we're not taking away sone use from sonebody by
saying this is only for this. But everyone has to accept
the fact that it has to get divided up in a sensible and
| ogi cal way.

You can't have notorized vehicles and horse

riders and hikers utilizing the sane area. That's just

not safe. |It's crazy. And it's nothing agai nst
not ori zed people. If they get their excitenent going
down the trail |ooking at the front wheel, that's fine.

But there should be a certain area where that can happen.
And by allow ng notori zed use, per se, it's, in fact,
declining any other use. Once -- | know as a horseback
rider, when | know that a certain area is going to be
contam nated by notorized people, |I'mnot going there.
That just cut ne out right away. So those are the kinds
of decisions you have to |look at. And for Krause Basin,
that is an area that needs to be nonnotorized.

And | don't know what you're going to do about
t he signs, but you have to upgrade the enforcenent to
establish that and make sone fines and say You guys can't
be here. Thanks.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you, Edd. | didn't want

to cut you off, but | wanted to nake sure that Brian had

an opportunity to speak.
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MR. PECK: Yeah, |'ve only got about an
hour .

M5. TRIBE: Well, we'll nanage your
coment s.

MR, PECK: kay. Brian Peck. | noticed in
the briefing paper that it says "Forest plan grizzly bear
direction no longer requires the closure of roads or
trails to public notorized vehicle use.” This is the
i ssue | brought up yesterday where | think the forest
pl an has gotten ahead of its skis a bit. That's only
true if the Conservation Strategy has been passed, and it
hasn't. That's only true if grizzlies have been
delisted, and they haven't been. That's only true if
| ynx have been delisted, and they haven't. So I'm
concerned that the Forest not continue to do that. W'd
all love to obey the | aws we woul d want to obey and j ust
| ook the other way on the others, but you' ve got to work
wth the aws you've got, not the ones you w sh were
t here.

So given the fact that grizzlies are still
| i sted, the 1988 Noi sy Face agreenent, which said No
signs in this area, that's still in effect. That's not
discretionary; it's not up to ne. That's an agreenent.
That was a bi ndi ng agreenent as part of a jeopardy

decision of the US Fish and WIldlife Service. So signs
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aren't supposed to be there.

Anmendnent 19 to the forest plan is still in
effect. It hasn't gone anywhere, probably won't for sone
time. And that says that all of the notorized trails in
Krause Basin, legally have to be closed. [It's not
discretionary. | would agree that if folks want to keep
nmot ori zed on the two roads, the Peters Road and the
Strawberry Road, | haven't heard a | ot of objections to
t hat, snownobiles, in the winter, but in terns of
notori zed use in there, it's not supposed to be
occurring. And nmarking of trails is not supposed to be
occurri ng.

And the only other thing | would say, because I
know you' ve got Keith's resolution paper, is that way
back in 1970, the Forest Service thenmsel ves for Krause
Basin said This is a special area. There's not a | ot of
hem ock left. And they nentioned that it's because of
our logging in other areas. And they said We shoul d be
protecting this. W should be taking care of it. W
can't have roads everywhere, and the inplication was And
we can't be | ogging harvesting everywhere either. So |
woul d suggest, along with the no notorized in there, the
no signing in there, this is an area probably where the
chai nsaws need to take a rest. This is an area where

there shouldn't be | ogging, there shouldn't be harvest,
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there shouldn't be precommercial. It's not really needed
I n these hem ock stands. |'Il leave it at that.

MS. TRIBE: Brian, thank you very nuch.

MR PECK: I'msorry | didn't talk for an
hour .

M5. TRIBE: So we've got about eight, nine
m nutes left.

Leanne, did you have any other things that
peopl e could help you with or you want to hear about?

MS. MARTEN. Wwell, first of all, thank you
everyone. Very hel pful and appreciate just hearing it in
your own words and I'll just say the passion that's
evident. |It's evident in witing but even nore so when
I'"'mable to interact face-to-face. So really appreciate
t hat .

The only other thing that |I'm wondering, and
this is just a curiosity to folks that live, and I'm
| ooking at Bill and Anna and maybe those that |ive close
to Krause Basin and all of you enjoy it. Fromthe
standpoint of I'lIl just say user -- ny term nol ogy,
folks, is going to be bad -- I'll just say user education
or when you're visiting with other fol ks and you' re out
i n Krause Basin and you see sonething that you know is
not supposed to be occurring there. And you guys are

very passionate and interact with people on a regul ar
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basis. Has that been very successful in the past when
visiting with fol ks and havi ng them understand what is or
isn't allowed or maybe a trail that's there that actually
isn't supposed to be there because it was nade by
sonebody using it inappropriately? Any luck fromthe
citizens there or any efforts there in partnerships with
others in trying to help on just the awareness of that
area and your passion there? |I'mjust curious, has the

communi ty had anything or what your thoughts are there.

MS. MCCABE: Well, |I'msure you' ve read ny
notes. | have a whole conputer file of photos and GPS
coordinates -- | only gave you a small portion of
them-- of notorized use in the Krause Basin area that

was out of season. So it wasn't July and August. As a
woman, |I'mnow in the back country, so to speak, front
country, with usually it's kind of a scarier dude. And
t hey' re doing sonething on an ATV or a notorized
sonething and I run into them back there. And so a | ot
of times they have a gun. And you know, it's kind of a
fine line what you say to them

MS. MARTEN. Oh, absolutely, absolutely.

MS5. MCCABE: But | do voice ny opinion and
say -- or not opinion but tell themthey're in -- it's
illegal for themto be where they are right now. And

try and get their license plate. | obviously take a GPS
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coordinate. And if | can, | snap a photo. But it's not
putting me in a good situation. And | want to work with
t he Forest, but at the sanme tine |I've got to think of ny
safety.

MS. MARTEN:. Yes, and |I'm not asking you to
put yourself in any kind of situation. | was just
curious as a conmunity.

M5. MCCABE: | think as a community we're

all just doing that if we're out there. The ATVers |

don't really -- fromthe talk | have with themin the
field, | get the feeling they're just |ike Eh, nothing's
going to happen to ne. It mght be alittle slap on the
wist, so they just go on, and then | just go on.

MR. MCCABE: What's happened is for years
and years and years when we've cone across these
situati ons, Anna has everythi ng docunented, which is
great, but we al ways contact the Forest Service --

M5. MARTEN. Thank you for doing that.

MR. MCCABE: But the thing is it's very
frustrating, because | do it by phone and then that | eads
into emails, and it just never goes anywhere. They say
they're going to cone out. | offer to go in late to work
to schedule a tine with them and they just never foll ow
through with anything. And it's very frustrating when

the tracks are fresh, the newtrails, the brush is
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freshly cut and just littered everywhere. It's
been -- I'"'mkind of over it, to be honest with you. It's
not working. It's alnost, | feel, like a waste of ny

tine to contact them because nothing is getting done.

MS. MARTEN: Thank you. And the reason
ask that question is -- and just hearing your answer, it
again gives ne a different perspective on even your
starting point on when you wote your objections and the
hi story there, the lens you're seeing it through, the
experi ences you' ve had that obviously has led to sone
frustration. So it just puts a bit nore context on the
witten to help nme out there. So if fol ks are wonderi ng
why am | asking that when we're tal king forest planning,
again, I'mtrying to hear it through your |ens and your
experiences as nmuch as | humanly can to make sure |' m not
m ssi ng sonet hi ng when we're | ooki ng at your objections.

MS. MCCABE: And | would love to -- | know
you're busy. But if you ever did want to cone back to
Krause Basin so we could show you sone of the damage,
you'll be able to see it even now wth the snow and j ust
see the area so you can understand nore of where we're
coming from too, | think that woul d hel p.

MS. MARTEN: Appreciate that. Thank you
very nmuch on that part.

Go ahead, Bill, and then I'll neake sure Edd has
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a chance before we honor folks's tine.

MR. MCCABE: One quick thing Anna and I
discuss all the tine, like the notorized community, we
both feel they' re very lucky to have the privilege to be
in there and they abuse it. They go out of season.

Rul es are rules. They definitely abuse their privilege
and, therefore, they've done it for too | ong where that
privilege in a way, in ny opinion, | think it should be

t aken away. Because they're just not respecting the area
and the rules of the area.

MS. MARTEN: Appreciate that. And one of
the things I wll say, and that's not to say that you're
Wrong or your perspective is wong so please don't
interpret it that way, is one of ny chall enges and Chip's
and others, is sonetines that may only be only one or two
peopl e.

The majority of our fol ks, regardl ess of how
they're using the Forest, are out there trying to do it
In a very stewardshi p manner on that. And | know
sonetimes we oftentines have to really make sure that
we're representing everybody's view, understandi ng not
everybody. But as you guys know, sonetines it takes one
or two people and that, unfortunately, can put a
categori zation on a whole group of users on that. And

that's just one of the challenges. So I'mnot trying to
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di spute what you just said by any neans or your opinion

or values there. | just express that because that is a
real challenge that | know | personally have in the
position I'"'min. And we will continue to work through
t hat part.

So | want to make sure, Edd, you have a chance.
I s there sonething additional ?

MR. BLACKLER | was just going to nention
one of the things that | have seen up on Crane Mountain
that |'ve appreciated was when Dal e Jorgensen was the
trail manager for the Swan, | know he spent quite a | ot
of time and effort putting his trail people to dropping
down actual physical barricades to inhibit the off-trai
use that -- illegal use. And sonetinmes when the signs
don't work and get all shot up, at least | was glad to
see that he was putting sone effort together to
di scourage the illegal use that was going on. So that's
sonet hing the Forest Service can consider to do a little
nor e of .

M5. MARTEN. | appreciate that. And |I'm
unfortunately going to have to wap this up with tine
about the tine G nny stood up. But what | do want to say
is, as we close here and give fol ks a chance for |unch
for those that may be com ng back to the travel

managenent tine, once again, thank you very nuch.
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Chris, you nentioned this isn't sonething

you're nornmally at, sitting at the table. So | just want
to say thank you to you and everybody el se. Because |
know that it takes tine. It takes tine out of your busy
| i ves and schedul es and you' re very passi onate about
this. There were sone other voices and perspectives that
didn't happen to be here today. But they've been part of
the process fromthat standpoint as well. So just thank
you for staying engaged. | don't -- like |I nentioned,
' mnot having any decisions at this tine. But the one
thing I wll tell you is regardless of how the Plan cones
out, working locally with the community, please don't
give up on us at the agency working with us and conti nue
to work together even if it hasn't gone the way you woul d
hoped it would go. | just ask bear with us and |l et us
continue to work on those rel ationships as well locally,
aside fromany of the planning efforts. Because it's all
about how we work together fromthat perspective. And
this is a great dialogue, extrenely hel pful from ny
per specti ve.

MS. TRIBE: Leanne, John had one | ast
t hi ng.

M5. MARTEN: Oh, |'msorry, John.

MR. LARSON. One last thing, you know, Kkind

of lost in the conversation we have been focusing on
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Krause Basin. M recommendati on would be to cl ose
notori zed use for both the Strawberry Lake trail and the
Peters R dge trail. Because there you're fighting the
sane issue. You're fighting the switchbacks cut, you're
fighting the resource danage.

M5. TRIBE: John, thank you for naking sure
t hat got sai d.

Agai n, take an hour for lunch. | don't know if
you're conm ng back. If you're not an objector or an
interested party with standing, you won't be at the table
but we'd | ove to have you observe if you're going to cone
back. W're going to start at one o' cl ock.

(Proceedings in recess from12:00 p.m to

1: 00 p.m)
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Friday, April 13, 2018 - 1:00 p. m
W NTER TRAVEL NMANAGEMENT

M5. TRIBE: Chip, if you wouldn't m nd
starting, that would be great.

MR. WEBER: Good afternoon. |I'm Chip
Weber. |'mthe Forest supervisor on the Flathead and the
deciding official on the forest plan. To ny left is
Leanne Marten, ny boss, the regional forester who is the
reviewing official for this objection process.

Wl cone to Fl at head Nati onal Forest and wel cone

to Kalispell. And sone of you are hearing this for the
nmultiple tines that you' ve heard it. But since we have
sone new folks, | say it every tine.

Coupl e things, safety, if we should have a fire
or anything like that and have to exit the room if you
go out through those doubl e doors and out into the
parking lot and away fromthe building we'll gather there
to check and nake sure everybody's okay. Restroons, also
known as confort stations, are if you go out the door and
tothe left, they're about a hundred feet down, you'll
cross another threshold and they're on your left.

M5. TRIBE: | like to say to himthen that
nmeans restroons.
MR. WEBER  Yeah.

So first of all, | want to start by thanking
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you. A lot of you have been working on this with us
since the beginning. And you know, it takes some effort
and it takes sone dedication, and | really appreciate it.
I think our Plan is better with each of these steps
because of the participation that we've seen. And it
feels like a long haul and it sort of is, but |I'm proud
of the work that we've done together.

And then just a little bit about the way I
t hi nk about this week. And at the begi nning of the week
| sort of was thinking Ckay, how do | go into this from
nmy position as nostly listening and taking notes and
stuff. And | think curiosity is the word |I've used to
characterize it. And it really is, for ne, a week of
| earni ng, understanding. | can read the paper on these
obj ections, but the people nake it real and al ways add
sone depth and understanding for ne. So that's what ||
be doing. You'll see ne taking notes here and those are
nostly the notes for nyself.

We do have a court reporter here, Banbi, who's
taking it word-for-word. And that record wll be
available to us and you. But |I'mtaking notes to sort of
pronpt nyself as I'"'mtrying to renenber the discussions
here. So really appreciate it, again. | would ask, if
you haven't done so, that you di myour cell phone or

whatever it is you do to nake it not ring | oud when we're
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here. And if you need to take a call, take it outside or
sonething. But really want to maintain the focus in here
and appreciate that in advance. So I'll turn it to
Leanne -- oh, alnost forgot again.
| want to introduce our team too, or have them

I ntroduce thensel ves.

MR. KRUEGER: Joe Krueger, forest managi ng
t eam | eader

MS. MOORE: WMarsha Moore, recreation
wi | der ness pl an.

MR. KUENNEN: Reed Kuennen, wildlife
bi ol ogi st on the planni ng team

MR SM TH. The table's getting thinner.
Raynmond Smth, appeals, objections and litigation
coor di nat or, WAshi ngt on.

MS. AKE: Kathy Ake, G S specialist on the
t eam

MR. VWEBER: | n the back.

M5. TURK: Janette Turk, public affairs
of ficer, Flathead National Forest.

MR. CARLIN: Rob Carlin, staff officer,
nat ural resources planning and fire.

MS. PEEL: Tinory Peel, regional planner.

MS. ALLEN. Stacy Allen, witer/editor for

the Plan revision team
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MR. WEBER:  Thank you.

M5. MARTEN. Thanks, Chip, and good
afternoon everyone. While we're doing introductions, we
had just two other people that are observing here in the
back. So if we could just have them i ntroduce
t hensel ves. Corey?

MR. SCEVERS:. Corey Scevers, Forest Service
observer.

MR. NELSON: |I'm Andy Nel son, Hungry Horse
d acier View Ranger District.

MS. MARTEN. Wl conme; thank you. And we
al so have. . ..

FROM THE FLOOR: Chad (i naudi bl e), Forest
Servi ce, observing.

MS. MARTEN: Thank you. 1'mgoing to
continue with introductions before | talk a little bit
about how | see this afternoon and sone of what |1'd I|ike
to get out of it and then what hopefully you get out of
it. So l'mgoing to start with the phone. Do we have
any objectors or interested parties on the phone this
afternoon for the topic of travel nmanagenent?

MS. FLINT: Yes. This the Alison Flint
from The W1 derness Soci ety.

MS. MARTEN: Good afternoon, Alison.

Anybody el se as an objector or interested party on this
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topi c on the phone?
How about anybody who's on the phone just
observing this afternoon?

MS. SUTTON: Leanne, this is Jody Sutton
fromthe Washington office, the admnistrative revi ew
staff.

MS5. MARTEN:. Thanks, Jody.

M5. WARREN: This is Nancy Warren. | ama
contractor that has been hel ping with the NCDE
amendnent s.

MS. MARTEN: Thank you. Anybody el se on
t he phone? Geat.

If we could just start with you, David, we can
I ntroduce who's at the table here as well on the topic,
your nane and who you're representing.

MR, COVILL: MW nane is David Covill, and
I"'mwith the Fl athead Snownrobi |l e Associ ati on.

M5. FOX: Hi, Marla Fox with Wl dEarth
CGuar di ans.

M5. EISEN. Hilary Eisen with Wnter
W | dl ands Al li ance.

MS. LUNDSTRUM  Sarah Lundstrumw th the
Nat i onal Par ks Conservati on Associ ation and al so the
Wi t efi sh Range Part nershi p.

M5. ROBINSON: Any Robi nson with Mont ana
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W | der ness Associ ati on.

M5. MARTEN. Wbnderful. Thank you,
everyone, and, again, thank you for taking tine out of
your busy schedules to be here with us this afternoon.

As Chip nentioned, |I'm Leanne Marten, and |I'm
the regional forester here in the northern region. And
for this process I"'mthe reviewing officer for Chip's
draft decision and for the revision efforts here on the
Fl at head.

"Il talk a little bit about what |I'm hoping to
get out of this afternoon, how l'd like to structure the
di al ogue and then we'll just junp right into it and see
how it goes and kind of go with the flow here.

So first of all, one of the things that all
topics for the | ast several days have shown up in over 74
objections filed on the revision. And as you guys can
I magi ne a whol e spectrum of issues. Travel nmanagenent
was definitely one of them but there's a | ot of
different points to the travel managenent that you w ||
not see on the agenda today and we probably won't have
time to get into in the dialogue. But | just want folks
to know that those are being reviewed and they will be
part of the response that you'll receive fromne all
I ssues that were brought forward fromthat perspective.

To determ ne what woul d be on the agenda was
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actually extrenely difficult because of the shear nunber
of issues. And the way we did that is we had a | ot of
wor k done here on the Forest. | asked for a team of
folks to help review all the objections that had not been
i nvol ved with the revision, so sone people outside the
regi on, the Washington office, sone others cane in to get
a third eye and fresh set of eyes on the revision, the
objections. And fromthat we narrowed it down to the

| ast three days on these topics that were ones that |I'm
hopi ng to get nore di al ogue and sone nore under st andi ng
on maki ng sure |' m understandi ng where you're comng from
in the witten objections |I've reviewed and sone cont ext
behi nd that di al ogue anongst us and t hen anobngst
yourselves. And | can tell you that's been inval uabl e

t hroughout the |ast three days on all the topics and has
really hel ped ne add sone new i nformation as well as sone
potential remedies that you fol ks have been bringi ng up

t hat coul d be consi der ed.

You're not going to get a decision fromnme
today. | need tinme to process through sone things that
are being brought up as well as just put the whole
perspective and the whole big picture together. But
again, you will receive a witten response fromnme in the
near future on that standpoint.

There's a | ot of values that are associ at ed
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with everything we do on public | ands, and many of you
have heard ne say this the |ast three days and i n ot her
arenas. But | feel like it's very much an honor and
privilege that | personally have to manage your public
| ands and ny public | ands on your behalf. You know,
they're not mne, they're the Forest Service's, but we
have the honor of nmanagi ng on behalf of the public that
we serve.

And the public we serve has a whol e different
range of how they'd like to see that nanagenent and the
uses occur on their lands. And | would never ask anybody
to change their values. Al values are highly respected.
They're all very inmportant and they' re very diverse from
that. So I'"'mreally |l ooking forward to the nutual areas
that we mi ght be able to keep noving forward and have a
supportive deci sion on how we're noving forward on the
FI at head National Forest specifically for the topic today
fromthere.

So as we go into this, the one thing | would
ask is as | go through and |I'm asking questions and |I'm
going to start off using the briefing paper that y'all
have, it's just a starting point. It's to spark
dialogue. | can tell you for those that m ght have been
sitting and observing the last topic, there were a couple

things in there that definitely sparked a little bit of
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di al ogue. There was di sagreenent on the wording, and
that wasn't intentional, but it served its purpose. So
pl ease don't think this is neant to be all enconpassing
or a hundred percent right on with every word. But it
was a starting point for ne to kind of grasp and get sone
of what | think I'mhearing as sonme of the objections, ny
under standing of those. And if it's incorrect on your
vi ew or what you were hoping | would understand from your
witten objections, | need to know that. Because | don't
want to be reading into sonething or m sreadi ng sonet hi ng
and being in a totally different spot than what you were
I ntendi ng on what you're trying to bring forward as
concerns you nmay have. And that goes the sane for any
potential renedi es and t hought processes on what woul d
help you feel a little nore confident or a little bit
nore confortable with how we're noving forward. It
doesn't nean you agree, but at |east there may be sone
m ddl e ground there.

So before | jump in, | want to see if there are
any questions on the process and how we got here.

And then, G nny, if there's anything | forgot
froma facilitation standpoint, | want to make sure to
gi ve you an opportunity as well.

M5. TRIBE: Any questions? You okay? |

woul d just rem nd people that Banbi is doing verbatim
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notes for the neeting and so it's really hel pful for her
If you' d say your first nane or nane every tine you
speak. It gets kind of tedious, after a while people
just start to say Hilary here, if you speak nore than
once. So she needs to have you do that in a sort of slow
way so she can make the record or keep track of who's
doing it.

I rem nd you, again, about cell phones and that
this is not a consensus-building process. This is not a
deci si on-naki ng process. And this is not a session where
you restate your objection and your rationale. Leanne
and Chip already have that. So truly, this is an
opportunity to try to have sone di scussi on between you
but al so anobng you. Because when she hears different
sides or explanations of an issue, when they hear that
di scussi on anpong you, it hel ps them further understand
the issue. Not sides, but it's just interesting to hear
you tal k about the issues as well. So you okay? Sound
all right? Gkay. And you'll see that if Banbi cannot
hear you, she will let you know. So there are mcs there
in case you need them

MS. MARTEN: Thanks, G nny. And Alison on

t he phone there, we'll try and remenber to periodically
make sure we're getting your voice in the roomas well.

And if we forget, please interrupt us so we don't m ss
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j ust because you're on the phone here. And thank you for

|l ogging in via the phone as well.

So let nme just paraphrase, and that's all it
I's, ny understandi ng of sone of the basic issues -- | say
"basic" although it's very conplex -- just the overal

f oundati on of sone of the issues |I'm hearing on w nter
travel managenent with Chip's draft decision and the
forest plan as witten. And again, this is not trying to
take away fromthe conplexity or a | ot of the subpoints
that | know you guys have submitted in witing. But
there definitely is sonme core difference of thought and
opi nion on the use of anmendnent 24 in the new forest plan
and inplenenting it and whether or not it neets the

requi renents of the Travel Managenent Rule, particularly
subpart C.

So that is a core issue that was brought up,
both sides of it. It does not neet the Travel Managenent
Rul e and requirenments of subpart C and, therefore, the
Forest needs to nove forward with i nplenenting and
adhering to that Rule across all areas on the Forest for
W nter notorized travel managenent.

And then on the other side of it is that people
agree that it does and the areas that need to be noved
forward for nore site-specific inplenentation are the

ones that propose newer areas allow ng wnter notorized
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travel based on sone different allocations in the
proposed plan and Chip's decision. So you've got the
whol e Rul e part and whether or not howit's being
interpreted and applied as one part of the objection.

There's sone concern and sone desire, | wll
say, between the renedies as well as the issue, to have
sone kind of tinefrane on when the Forest woul d nove
forward wwth any further, be it a whole new set on one
hand i npl ementi ng subpart C, however you define what that
i mpl ement ati on should be, all areas on the Forest or just
t he new areas on that.

And then there was al so sone concern that the
six-mle area in the Tuchuck-Wal e recommended w | der ness
area in the North Fork geographic area, that the six-mle
area was renoved from having any kind of notorized
over-snow vehicle use in that area. |'mgoing to start
there. And Joe, correct ne if this is wong, but that's
a m sunderstanding on the six-mle area, Marsha and Joe;
correct? As witten, and Chip, your draft decision does
not renove that from having winter travel.

MR. WEBER: The six-mle.

MS5. MARTEN: The six-mle area on that part
of it. And Dave, | think Mark was here the other day, we
were trying to clarify that. But | just want to make

sure -- | think your organization brought that up as a
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concern. And that was sone msinformati on. Go ahead.

MR. COVILL: Dave with Flathead Snownobil e
Associ ation. No, ny understanding was that the six-mle
access and the mpjority of the six-mle area is still
open and accessible, per the current restrictions, as far
as dates and things like that. M concern -- and | don't
remenber exactly how | worded it, but | think I meant an
area in the six-mle area. Because that's how you access
the Sullivan Creek and can't renmenber the nane of the
ot her creek drainage that is going to be affected, taken
out of an area that was open to snownpbiling and going to
be added into, | believe, a w lderness designation.

M5. MARTEN. Ckay. So that helps clarify
what your concern really was. It wasn't the whole
six-mle, it's that portion that currently is being used
to access sone other areas that, as proposed, would no
| onger all ow the over-snow notori zed.

MR. COVILL: That is correct.

M5. MARTEN. Ckay; very hel pful, thank you.
| appreciate that clarification.

So let ne start with a couple questions. And I
need sonme hel p, without getting -- trying not to get too
far in the weeds which may be easier said than done on
sone of this. But I'mtrying to get a feel for folks

t hat obj ected and have a different perspective on the use
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of nmoving forward anmendnent 24 and your perspective from
t he Travel Managenent Rul e subpart C. And the reason |
want to tease it out just a little bit is I'mcurious if
we -- and I'mgoing with the hypothetical here just to
try and frane the question.

How woul d you see the anal ysis bei ng done
different if anendnment 24 of the analysis used there was
not used as a starting point as we nove forward with
W nter travel managenent in the proposed forest plan?
Wiat do you see is missing fromanal ysis that was done
previously in decisions previously nmet? And |I'lIl ask two
parts. Wat do you see m ssing and what isn't being net,
and is it truly sonething mssing, i.e., is there a
potential inpact you feel wasn't disclosed or -- or -- or
and/or is it you disagree with decisions that were made
I n anendnent 24 and you'd li ke to have that reopened for

publ i c engagenent and nore opportunity fromthat

perspective? And that doesn't nean -- it doesn't have to
be either/or, but I'"mjust trying to get a perspective
fromthat.

So I'll put that out in the room for anybody
who'd like to start and just help ne -- I'mjust trying

to see it through your |ens.
M5. EISEN. This is Hlary with Wnter

Wl dl ands Alliance, and |I'l| start. So we're one of the
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organi zations that feels that anmendnent 24 does not
conply with the Travel Managenent Rule. And part of it
is very process based and so the forest plan, | think,

| ays out very clearly this is a progranmmati c deci si on.
This is a forest planning decision. |It's not site
specific. |It's not granular. You know, site-specific
determ nations are nade down the road. And the forest
plan | ays that out very clearly. | couldn't agree nore.
But then it says Well, amendnent 24, though, that's a
travel managenment decision and travel nanagenent

deci sions are site-specific, granular. |f you | ook at
the Travel Managenent Rule and the court cases that have
followed fromthat, you know, it very specifically says
that travel nmanagenment deci sions need to be site specific

and they need to be granul ar.

And in witing ny objection, | went back and
| ooked at -- and also when | wote ny comments
earlier -- but I went back and | ooked at the EIS for

anendnment 24 to doubl e check that | wasn't m ssing
sonething. And it doesn't tal k about being granul ar and
being site specific. It says it's a programmtic
deci si on.

It says a |lot of the sane things that the
forest plan deci sion says around what the forest plan

says as far as like This is why we'll need to do
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site-specific planning to finish these deci sions, whether
it's a change in notorized suitability or whatever.
Anmendnment 24 says those things but franmes it as And we're
done. So there's sort of an inconsistency there. And I
| ook at that and think that the forest plan is correct
that programmati c deci sions are not site-specific
deci sions and travel nmnagenent requires specific
granul ar deci si ons but anendnent 24 doesn't get there.
And | go into all sorts of detail in ny comments but I
don't want to repeat nyself. But that's sort of the
basi c overarching issue there is that what's mssing is
site-specific, granular anal ysis. Anendnment 24
identifies suitability but it doesn't get to that
desi gnati on | evel .

So as far as the second part of your question
I's what specifically do we want to change or what do we
di sagree with, | think parts of the Forest are a little
bit nore specific. You know the Whitefish Range, those
deci sions are nore granular. Oher parts of the Forest
it's very broad suitability. | don't personally have
li ke a specific | don't want to see snownpbiles in this
area where they're currently allowed. It's nore that |
want to see the Forest Service go through that process of
actually looking at the issue nore carefully before just

maki ng broad suitability decisions. So |I think focus
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that has a nore | ocal perspective may have specific
di sagreenents, but fromsort of our national organi zation
per spective, it's nore about the process and less....
MS. MARTEN: COkay; that's very hel pful,

t hanks.

Q hers?

M5. FOX: Marla Fox wwth Wl dEarth

Guardians. To add on to what Hilary was sayi ng, the
anendnent 24 anended the 1986 forest plan and made those
suitability determ nations for like much of the Forest.
Li ke Hilary said, the Wi tefish Range had sone nore
specifics that were agreed to by parties in collaboration
and through settlenent. But it designated over 780, 000
acres as open to OSV use.

Since that 2006 anmendnent to the 1986 forest
pl an, we've had the 2015 Wnter Travel Planning Rule
whi ch, nunber one, switches from an
open- unl ess- desi gnat ed-cl osed approach, to a
cl osed- unl ess-desi gnat ed-open. So to say that
anendnment 24 -- it conplies wwth the Travel Managenent
Rul e wi t hout goi ng back and assessing it here -- so |
read the first part of our briefing paper. The first
par agr aph says anmendnent 24 is not open to objection.
But to the extent that this new revised forest plan is

adopti ng anendnent 24 and choosi ng not to adopt other
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anendnents, that's a very specific decision to carry
those suitability determnations forward. So that's one
problemthat | see.

And nunber two, what | see is that it doesn't
make designations. It doesn't make the area route and
trail designations that denonstrate conpliance wth
mnimzation criteria that | ook at new sci ence since 2006
about wldlife and habitat on the Forest and what those
needs are. And we went into detail about inpacts to
early -- or late OSV season use and early grizzly bear
den enersion and how that's not really analyzed. And the
bi ol ogi cal opinions follow this thread, this thene of the
forest plan is a programmati c decision. Geat. But then
it's also trying to tie in Ch, but wait, we're done with
subpart C because we have anendnent 24. And that just
seens to try to have it all when the Forest Service
hasn't gone through the process. And in |light of a | ot
of this newinformation it hasn't anal yzed those i npacts.
So |l think it's both a process question but also a very
bi g substance question. And so we have mmj or concerns
about both of those.

MS. MARTEN: Thank you very nuch. Very
hel pful to hear how you're viewing this. And | guess,
Marl a, maybe a question for you because Hil ary sparked

it, is there something fromyou or the organi zation
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you're representing, is there any place based concerns?

| don't know if that's the right way of wording it, but

it sounds like fromthe process bigger picture and based
on what you see as being mssing, you don't have the

i nformati on you feel you need to naybe even answer this

questi on.

M5. FOX: Right. So that wasn't open;
right? 1t was part of the forest plan revision they said
VWll, we're just going to adopt anmendnent 24. O we
tried different ways of articulating it, you know,
baseline information, having -- okay, where do the OSVers
really go? Were is the known grizzly bear denning
areas? One area that isn't described in the plan but
woul d be a concern to us is the security core grizzly
denni ng ar eas.

So that would be an inportant area for us that
woul d be an area that we want at | east seasonal
restrictions. W're not trying to elimnate snowrobil e
use across the Forest. And one thing we see what
happened with a site-specific winter travel planning
process is you would get -- nunber one, you woul d get
clarity to the public that you're actually designating
W nter travel managenment on the Forest so people
who -- if you read the forest plan or the EIS, it was not

clear that it's done or that it's being done or that
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there m ght be sone changes. It was very -- like I
couldn't quite tell what was happeni ng.

And so wi nter travel planning would, nunber
one, bring out those interests on all sides and give
everyone that opportunity to be a part of the process.
But nunber two, it would allow for those site-specific
details to cone out and denonstrate conpliance and
mnimzation criteria and get updated information in the
record.

M5. MARTEN:. That hel ps ne.

MS. EISEN: This is Hilary again kind of
follow ng up on that because Marl a's response got ne
thinking. And as far as sort of specific concerns, place
based concerns, w thout going through w nter travel
pl anni ng, we haven't had an opportunity to | ook at those
I ssues. The Forest hasn't presented sort of here are the
potential inpacts or here's -- we've been working on a
forest plan on the Flathead here which we're | ooking at
much broader issues than site-specific wnter travel
planning. So | think w thout going through that w nter
travel planning process, it's hard to pinpoint specific
I ssues.

One thing when we work on winter travel
pl anni ng el sewhere that we often are asking the Forest

Service are you -- because the subpart Crule requires a
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cl osed and | ess designated open franework for w nter
travel managenent, we | ook at that as you have to justify
the others that you're opening not justify the areas
you're closing. And part of that making sure that you're
desi gnati ng areas that nmake sense for snowrobil e use.
That they're places that actually get snow. Are they
pl aces that have terrain that's suitable for riding? You
know, if it's steep cliffs with really, really thick
trees and gets three inches of snow, why are you
designating that for snownobil e use because it may very
wel |l be that that area has sone ot her value that would be
better managed for. So those are the sorts of issues
that we'd | ove to explore on the Fl athead but we haven't
had the opportunity to do so yet.

MS. TRIBE: You want to check with the
phone?

MS. MARTEN: Yes; thank you.

So Alison, | think you were the only one on the

phone that's an objector/interested party. So we'l|l
start with you. And if anybody el se joined us, please
i ntroduce yourself. But any thoughts or anything you
want to nmake sure is in the roonf

MS. FLI NT: Yeah. You know, Leanne, |
don't need to take nore tinme. | think fromny

perspective we concur with pretty nuch everything Marl a
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and Hlary have said; that primarily for us it's a
process issue and that | see confusing | anguage about
whet her, you know, that granul ar inplenentation,
site-specific planning has been done across the Forest,
and we want to nmake sure that it has been done and that
the Forest takes a serious | ook at where existing
deci sions that were nmade to anendnment 24 m ght be
adequat e and al so where they're not. And so until we
have that process, | don't think, you know, |'m prepared
at this point to say that we disagree with X or Y or Z on
t he ground, though certainly there may be substance
I ssues that conme up. So | don't think I need to take
nore tine. But | agree with everything Hlary and Marl a
sai d.
MS. MARTEN: Thank you very nuch.
Anybody el se joined us on the phone that's an
objector or interested party? Thank you.
And so others in the roon? O her perspectives,
other itens you want to nmake sure.
Go ahead, Davi d.
MS. TRIBE: David, | was going to see if
Sarah and Any have anything to say just because they
haven't yet. Not on this? GCkay.
M5. ROBINSON: | can pitch in.

M5. TRIBE: You know, | can al ways count on
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Any .

M5. ROBINSON: 1'IlIl come wth sonething
here. Let's see, just real briefly here, Leanne, from
MM perspective, of course | wasn't with MM when the
settl enent agreenent occurred and such. But from our
perspective certainly had nore site-specific routes and
pl ay areas developed in the Wiitefish Range really
specifically wiwth the snowmbile club. And so | guess
what |'msaying is much nore specific in the Wiitefish
Range than the rest of the Forest.

Anmendnment 24, from ny perspective, kind of
applies kind of nore of a bl anket over-the-snow approach
In the Swan Range specifically. And in certain areas
al ong the M ssion Mountains you inquired about certain
site-specific areas. And so yeah, | see a real bl anket
approach in Swan Range specifically, say on the west
flank of the range where it's, as Hlary said, heavily
ti nbered, very steep, and the Forest Service is saying
Hey, we shoul d nmake that over-the-snow. And |I'mthinking
Well, that doesn't really realistically seemlike the
best area. So could use nore site-specific analysis
t here.

And then in the M ssion Muntains, |I'mthinking
agai n about the Sunset R dge, which we commented on, and

there's sonme over-the-snow open area there which | think




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N+ O

524

could use further analysis. So just sone suggestions
t here specific exampl es.
MS. MARTEN: Thank you very nuch.
And David, you had the mc.
MR. COVILL: David, Flathead Snownobil e

Associ ation. A comment about the change from | ooki ng at
t he Forest as open-unl ess-cl osed versus
cl osed-unl ess-opened. |If you're going to do
site-specific analysis, then isn't that kind of
redundant? If it's closed unless opened and then you
have to do site-specific analysis, isn't that |ike
analyzing it again to see if it could be opened or not?
It just seens -- it seens -- I"'mall for site-specific
anal ysis as long as you can nake a recommendation -- as
| ong as sonmebody can nake a suggestion or a
reconmmendati on that said Hey, this area would be great
for snownobiling and not have it imedi ately shot down
because Ch, well, it's not on the map, it's cl osed unl ess
opened. Because conditions on the Forest change.

One perfect exanple is the McG nnis Creek
Drai nage. That used to be heavily tinbered, very thick,
you could get off the road about ten feet and that was
it. Well, there was a fire that went through there.
Now, there's hundreds and hundreds of acres of very

sui t abl e and snownpbil e area that, w thout sone
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flexibility to say Hey, this is now could be | ooked at as
suitabl e snownobiling area, it's going to remain cl osed.
And in addition to that, areas that we have traditionally
had for snownpbiling in the Canyon Creek area, areas that
are on the winter travel nmap as play areas, well, twenty
years ago they were play areas. Now they're forests wth
trees too cl ose together for even snow bikes to go
through. So if as conditions on the Forest change we are
tied to a rigid rul e-maki ng systemthat doesn't allow for
sone flexibility, then there's going to be frustration
and there's going to be nonconpliance with what the
regul ati ons are.

One of the things over the |l ast five years that
|*ve been president of the snownobil e association that's
been kind of frustrating for nme is when | talk to various
Forest Service personnel or people that have been
I nvol ved in the snowrobiling association for twenty-five
or thirty years and | say Well, why can't we do this? or
Wiy can't we do that?, they say Oh, that's amendnent 24.

It's done, can't do it. And Forest Service isn't going

tolet us do that. O you talk to the Forest Service and
they say Wll, we can't do that. It's just a bl anket
Can't do that. Not that Well, maybe we can |l ook into it.

It's like No, can't do that.

You know, things twenty-five years ago were
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different than they are today. And things five years
fromnow are going to be different than they are today.
And when this process started five years ago, things were
different than they are today. So it's kind of |ike
shooting at a noving target. And without the ability to
adj ust your aim you're always going to be m ssing the
t ar get.

As far as the process discussion about whet her
we' re anendnent 24 or we're Travel Managenent Rul e
subpart C, that kind of gets into the weeds of let's open
our eyes and | ook at what's out there in the Forest and
say This makes sense, This doesn't nake sense. And I'm
all for having site-specific or area-specific neetings

and hearings and approval s or disapprovals for what's

going on as far as winter nanagenent. I'ma -- |'ve
al ways t hought of nyself as a conservationist. | |ove
the outdoors. | love the wildlife. It's not -- | don't

think it's an either/or thing.

I think we can utilize the public |ands for
everybody's enjoynent and the wildlife's livelihood. So
the point I"'mtrying to make is | think we need to have
sone flexibility and maybe, as far as Forest Service
personnel, the idea or the ability to open up dial ogue
and say Maybe we can change this. And if there was

a-- 1 think alot of -- this is just ny personal
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observati on.

I think a |lot of Forest Service personnel are
gun shy of opening up a can of worns, and they don't want
to have the hassle. And | get that; | understand that.
But by the sane token, | think everybody woul d benefit,
not just individual user groups, but | think the
community as a whole would benefit from greater
flexibility and nore access to various parts of the
For est .

MS. MARTEN:. Thanks, Davi d.

Sar ah, you had your hand up.

MS. LUNDSTRUM  Yeah, Sarah Lundstrum |
wanted to touch on because Dave brought up McG nni s
Creek. The Whitefish Range Partnership, thanks to Robbie
Hol man and t he wonderful job he did representing
snowrobi ling in our partnership, brought up the fact that
pl ay areas and routes are cl osing because trees are
growng in or for whatever reason. So through the
negoti ati on of our agreenent, we did find places in the
North Fork that we recomended that the Forest Service
| ook at as opportunities for increased snowrobiling and
actually brand-new areas. And the McG nnis Creek area is
one of them

That being said, we were also very careful when

we drew our lines around the Tuchuch-Wal e recomended
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W | derness that we nade sure that we weren't affecting

t he agreenent already nade in amendnent 24. So it's sort
of the trade-off for the conservation community
supporting increased snowmobiling in that area was the
recommendati on of Tuchuck-Whal e as a recomended

W | derness and we were very careful to nake sure the
snownobilers didn't | ose any ri deable areas there. So |
just wanted to say we did recognize that and we did try
to find places like McG nnis Creek that weren't open but
could be opened in the future.

MS. EISEN:. This is Hilary again. And
actually I agree with a ot of what David said as far as
t hi ngs have changed si nce anendnent 24 was put in place.
And that's why we believe that there's a need to do
W nter travel managenent. And just |like trees have grown
or trees have burned or whatever, things have changed on
t he Forest, and snownobiling opportunities have changed
along with that. WIldlife have al so changed on the
Forest. Gizzly bear popul ati ons have grown, species
have been |isted and delisted and whatever over tine.

And we think forest planning is sort of this
great first step in thinking about planning on the Forest
where you set -- you guys already know this -- but you
set the big picture, the 30, 000-foot view of how you're

going to manage your forest. And then you go in and your
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travel plan should be revised nore than every thirty
years. |'s a nore flexible docunent. It fits wthin the
| arger framework of the forest plan, but it's sonething
that you tweak fromtinme to tine as conditions change.

So we see this as kay, you do a forest plan,
you set suitability for your forest as to what areas,
broadly speaking, are suitable for winter travel, and now
you can go in and do a wnter travel plan where you | ook
at specifically Wiat are we going to designate as open,
and maybe ten years from now, trees have changed again
and you go and you say Ckay, well within the area you
said are suitable, we're going to take a second | ook at
what we're going to designate as open and maybe these
trees grew or these trees burned and we're going to
switch it all around within that |arger framework.

So we certainly support being aware and
responsi ve to changing conditions, as long as that's done
wthin the legal framework and the framework of the
f orest pl an.

M5. MARTEN. So let ne tease it out a
little bit on one of the other points with a |ot of that
great dialogue. And thank you. It is very helpful to
hear different perspectives and sone conmmon areas there
as wel |.

When a coupl e pl aces brought up the scheduling
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and teasing out a schedule and wanting to see nore of a
schedul e. And everybody has their own ideas on the idea
schedul e and what you'd |like to see and how qui ck or when
it would be started. And |I'mjust curious on what

fol ks's thoughts were on that. What it is that you feel

that would neet that is not being net right now as Chip's

decision is drafted -- as drafted. It obviously -- |
pi cked up you feel like that's a need that isn't being
nmet. But |'mcurious what's underlying sone of that and

t hen, al so, how that would ook in your mnd, include a
schedul e. What does that | ook like fromyour
per spective?

M5. FOX: Marla Fox. So | think, nunber
one, it would be clarifying in the decision and the
analysis that site-specific winter travel planning is
still needed. Perhaps not on the Witefish Range, and
you could wite it that way, because it sounds |ike there
was site-specific travel planning done there. But to
clarify that in this decision wuld be step one. That
would be Iike the very bottom Like that is the one
thing that we would really want, at | east WIdEarth
Guardians. And I'll let other people speak.

But then, nunber two, the next very |east would
be we need to do wnter travel planning. And then nunber

three, if you really want to go for the big guns, it
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woul d be sone kind of a tine objective, like in a plan
conponent objective. It wouldn't have to be standard and
gui del i ne, because obviously that sets up the Forest for
failure. But if it says, you know, within ten years,
within five years, whatever. | think sone of the really,
really big ones Hilary can get to would be like within
one year; right.

M5. EISEN. This is Hlary. Yeah, one year
initiating travel planning when you've just kind of nmaybe
| i ke Whoo, we're done with forest planning, nmaybe give
yourself a couple nore years. But | think having sone
sort of tineline is really inportant |I think for all user
groups, whether it's ne at Wnter WI dl ands or David over
at the snownobile club. The forest plan sets out
different changes in suitability including areas that are
not currently suitable but would be suitable in the new
pl an, and then you have to do site-specific planning to
actually open those. Wll, if he wants to go riding in
t hese areas before they fill in wth trees again, you
have to actually do that travel planning so that he can
go use them

MS. TRIBE: You guys are noving right
al ong.

MS. EISEN: There's other areas that are

currently suitable for over-snow vehicles that the US
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forest plan say they would not be once you use them

site-specific. And maybe Any wants to get a w | derness

bill through in her lifetime. So there's all sorts of
reasons to be tinmely. And we, | think, have al
seen -- and nothing against the Forest Service, but if

you don't have a deadline, you don't get things done.
And if you can set sone deadlines for yourself in the
forest plan then we, as a public, feel nuch better about
t he plan actually neaning sonething instead of it just
bei ng good i ntenti ons.

MS5. TRIBE: So m ght there be sone criteria
that would trigger a tal k about scheduling? You said
Well, Sarah's worried about getting some w | derness
done -- | nean, Any's worried about getting sone
W | der ness done before she isn't here anynore. O you're
tal ki ng about | et these guys have a breather, et cetera.
Well, those are sort of -- are there criteria, other
triggers that you can think about that woul d cause you to

t hi nk schedul i ng?

M5. EISEN: | don't knowif | have like the
perfect answer. | don't think there's a trigger,
necessarily. | mean, | think in the forest plan, using

t he exanple of the areas that are currently not open to
snownobi | es but the plan says Actually, we' ve deci ded

t hose are suitable areas but we have to do travel
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pl anni ng before we can open them You know, that sort of
thing. Like people worked really hard over the | ast
however many years in this forest plan revision to get
that. And if you don't want the public to lose faith in
t he agency, | think it's inportant to follow through on
that sort of prom se.

M5. TRIBE: So al ready-determ ned
suitability would be a criteria.

MS. EISEN:. Yes. And the forest plan | ays
out suitability across the entire Forest. So a criteria
has al ready been net. But | think in just human nature
of what we consider to generally feel to be acceptabl e,
peopl e have short nenories. So if it's like In ten years
we'll get to this, conditions have changed so nuch in ten
years and peopl e have noved on or they' ve stopped payi ng
attention, it may as well be forever.

Maybe one year is too short because naybe you

all need a break fromplanning. But | think | ess than

five years is really inportant because that's still sort
of in that human nature nenory time frame of |ike W're
all still thinking about this, we all still know each

other, talking about it, the forest plan's not a distant
menory.
And al so, travel planning doesn't happen

overnight. So if you don't start for five years and then
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it's a three-year process, it's eight years before Dave
can go riding and the trees have grown again. So |I'm
ranmbl i ng now.

MR, COVILL: This is Dave again. |n eight
years | m ght have a knee replacenment and I m ght not be
able to ride anynore. But seriously, one thought that
cane to mind was to try to keep the planning horizon as
short as possi bl e.

One suggestion that | had in a discussion with
sone of ny nenbers was What if we could do like a season
experinent? And if there was an area that was currently
cl osed but we woul d have an experinent to see if, nunber
one, anybody would ride it? Nunber two, what i npacts
would it have? Wuld it have detrinental inpacts on
parking, on wldlife, on the trees or the vegetation, any
of the nei ghbors, other recreation groups, you know?
Because | think a lot of tinmes we |ook at areas -- we
| ook at the Forest and we say Oh, well, this would be
best suitable for this activity, but nobody does that
t here.

You know, |ike one of the things that |I had to
ki nd of chuckl e about was like suitability for tinber
base. And there was one area that | was talking to a
friend of mne about and | said Well, this is suitable

for tinber. And they said Well, yeah, it will be
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suitable for tinber in about eighty years because a fire
went through there and there's no tinber there anynore.
Ch, okay. Wll, sane kind of deal with snowrobiling or
any other activity or any other purpose on the Forest is
saying it is so does not nake it so.

For exanple, if we opened up an area -- let's
say we opened up a creek drainage, we'll just call it ABC
Creek and we open that up for snowrobiling, maybe it's
found out that nobody wants to go there because it's
really not a good area to snowmbile. Well, then, we
found that out through experinentation. O maybe we open
it up and it's a great area to snowobile but the traffic
on the road nakes it unsafe or the aval anche conditions
make it unsafe. Then we would know that. Anyway, that
was a thought that if there was sonme flexibility that we
could enter into an experinent, you know, then we could
evaluate it in the spring and say Well, this is what we
found over the course of the wnter.

We found that this was not a good area to
snownobi | e because there were too nmany -- too nmuch i npact
on the wildlife, or this was a great area to snownpbil e
and let's | ook at naybe opening it up permanently or
while it's still suitable.

MS. MARTEN: Thanks.

Sarah, did you have any thoughts on schedul es
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or Whitefish Range, sone of the work there?

M5. LUNDSTRUM Well, | just can't wait to
do nore planning. | was wondering what | was going to do
wth ny tine.

MS. MARTEN: | know. |[|'ve got a whole team

here thinking the sane thing.

M5. LUNDSTRUM  You know, job security;
right? No, you know, | nean | don't think | have a
definite on a tineline for planning, but | do agree. |
mean, like you can't just let it go forever. Five years
is along tine to wait to start. | would say it needs to
be started before three, honestly. And it's not just
over the snow, it's also you' ve got suitability for
nountain bi king or not suitability for nountain biking
and recommended w | derness. There's sone potential areas
for potential summer notorized use. So it's not just the
snownobi ling conmmunity that's waiting. There's a |ot of
folks that are going to be really interested in this. So
yeah, | would say wait no | onger than three years because
t hi ngs change, so....

MS. MARTEN: And just out of curiosity with
t he Whitefish Range Partnership, and | know vari ous
people are sitting here fromthat, was it tal ked about at
all fromthat perspective? |'mthinking of the areas

t hat were newer on that.
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MS. LUNDSTRUM  Yeah. So in our comments
we said You need to set a tineline for actually doing
this. Because we just said W want you to | ook at these
pl aces as potentially suitable for over-the-snow or
sumrer notorized. That neans you have to actually | ook
at them So yeah, we thought sooner rather than | ater
was better.

MS. MARTEN: That's what | renenbered. |
t hought I m ght have m ssed sonething or there m ght be
sonething a little bit nore specific.

MS. LUNDSTRUM W did not say Start
January 1st of 2019, but --

M5. MARTEN. Thank you very much.

MS. LUNDSTRUM  -- that wouldn't be too
soon.

MS. MARTEN: O her thoughts al ong those
| i nes or anything that we've brought out so far? o
ahead Any.

MS. ROBI NSON:  Thank you; Any Robi nson.
|'ve been sitting through various parts of the |ast three
days, and there's certainly a common thread about this
need for a tineline that also filters into, sonmetines in
many cases, stronger standards and gui delines that we
can, as a public, stand on. And so |I've just been

t hi nki ng about that, | guess, as an overarching chall enge
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in alot of different ways through this process. Wat
el se? | had one other thought.

MS. MARTEN: Have any answers for that
chal | enge?

MS. ROBINSON:  Well, | think about, as
Sarah noted with the managenment of recomended w | der ness
and M ke Anderson and |'s desire to say Hey, if you are
going to do site-specific managenent or eval uati on, when
I's that going to happen? Because we need to know and we
need to, frankly, be able to count on that, inquire with
y'all about that and kind of hold you accountable to it
In the ways that we can. So yeah, | think it threads
through in a | ot of ways.

And then to Hilary's point really quick, I
guess, about not waiting too long as well, we kind of
know each other. Like | know Dave a bit, and it makes it
easier for everyone if we go through travel planning
before | decide | can't work on w | derness anynore in
eight years or sonething and he's got to get to know a
new person. So those things, those rel ationships that
we' ve created, certainly do matter.

MS. TRI BE: Thanks, Any.
M5. MARTEN: So let ne ask -- well,
actually, Sarah, you had indicated earlier that -- before

we got on a couple of these other topics there were sone
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other things. So | just want to -- what else do | want
to make sure you guys want to make sure gets put out in
the roomtoday on this topic? | know there's a | ot of
other nth details, but | get the feeling there was
sonet hing specific you wanted to make sure you had an
opportunity to bring forward.

M5. LUNDSTRUM Well, no, just so the other
pi ece of the original question was, was the six-mle area
also identified as the Tuchuck-Wal e recomended
W | derness as not being included in the forest plan. And
we actually -- so the Tuchuck-Wale is not part of
anendnment 24 at all. Getting rid of it wll not change
that. |It's still not part of amendnent 24. | just
wanted to clarify, like we really tried as the Witefish
Range Partnership that the recommended w | derness
boundary that we drew nade sure that we |eft al
avai | abl e snownobi | i ng open and that we then found ot her
pl aces that were potentially avail able sort of as that
tradeoff so that the w | derness fol ks were okay
supporting nore snowmbiling in the Witefish Range
because they got wilderness in the northern end of the
range. And | think that nade Robbie nore confortabl e as
a snownpbiling incentive that Yeah, there's recomended
W | derness, he doesn't really like it, but he's getting

nore snownobi | i ng down here. And so those were sort of
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the tradeoffs that nade our agreenent worKk.

And as | said yesterday, it's recreation, it's
W | derness, it's tinber. Those are the three |egs of
t hat stool that hold up that agreenent. And if we pull
one of themout, then the whole thing falls. And | just
wanted to nmake sure that that was very fair.

M5. TRIBE: So using sort of an old term
it's kind of a no net |oss, no net gain, whatever you put
back in, which is what holds your conprom se together.

M5. LUNDSTRUM  Yes.

MS. MARTEN: Thank you.

So one of the underlying things that | seemto
be hearing today, which is hel ping ne out trenendously,
is if |I think about the Travel Managenent Rul e subpart C
and Chip's draft decision and the forest plan, one of the
things |'mdefinitely hearing is there's concern froma
process standpoint and the opportunity for all of you, in
partnership wth each other, to be able to continue
wor king forward on the site-specific inplenentation and
what that | ooks |ike and the desire to have the
opportunity to have those di scussions working continue in
continued partnership with the Forest and the agency,
ot her agenci es, other nmenbers of the public, the tribes,
the big picture, and do it in a tinmely nmanner recogni zi ng

tinmely doesn't nean we're going to start tonorrow but it
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al so preferably doesn't nean start ten years from now as
well for a variety of reasons both on the ground, the
resource, relationships, et cetera, fromthat standpoint.
And Any, | appreciate you voicing al so
t hat -- because part of it was the position I'msitting
in and definitely the |ast three days but also, nore
beyond that, is how things dovetail together. Because
forest planning is never the one-tine you got it all it's
perfect and now life is rosy. There's a | ot of other
things that go into the inplenentation side of it as well
and how t hose pieces fit together in that bigger puzzle
on that. Understanding there's a |lot of other fol ks that
are wanting for us to get started on the next steps on
vari ous ot her perspectives on that.
Davi d, you picked up the mc, so go for it on
t hat part.

MR. COVILL: Yeah. You were saying that
there are a |lot of other folks that want to be invol ved
and have a say in the process. And | recently had a
conversation with I'll just say a business person in the
area who's very heavily involved with the tourism
I ndustry. And this -- our specific conversation was
about how do we pronpte and encourage nore people to cone
here in the wnter so that people can have nmaybe a

full-tinme year-round job instead of a 80-hour a week
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90- days-a-year job? And so we were throw ng around sone
I deas about that. And the topic of the reason why people
cone to the Flathead is the wi | derness aspects of what we
have around us and the -- if we have it designated as

W | derness with a big W that Ilimts the anount of people
that can access it and how far they can access it.

Now, you're limting to what you can wal k or if
you can ride a horse, that's as far as you can go in the
W | derness. And so we were throwi ng -- tal ki ng about
different ways that could be used to pronote utilization
of the Forest in a good way so that we don't have extrene
use in one area and very little use in another area but
have it nore w despread and enhance everybody's
experi ence.

Nobody wants to conme to Montana to have the
experi ence that they have going to a park in southern
California. | nean, they don't want to have the sane
nunmber of people that they can see every day at their
home in southern California. They want to cone here and
they want to get away from people. They want to see the
trees. They want to be in the wilderness. And | totally
get that. But if we |imt where and how t hose peopl e can
have t hat experience, then we're going to defeat the
whol e purpose of why they want to conme to Montana.

Now, | was involved with the coll aborative




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N+ O

543

pl anni ng process all the way fromthe beginning for the
Forest Service here on the Flathead Nati onal Forest, and
| recall a few tines people tal king about the economc
i mpacts. But | think it needs to be reenphasi zed t hat
when deci si ons are nmade about how to use or how not to
use the Forest or what is suitable for it, they should
take nore into account what the econom c i npact of that
decision is and what the possible future econom c i npact
woul d be.

I ook at the areas around West Yell owst one.
They, specifically with snownobiling, they groom 400
mles of trail seven days a week during the w nter
season. And they get thousands and thousands of people
to snownobil e on those trails. It nmakes West Yel |l owstone
basically a twel ve-nont h-a-year econony instead of a
t hr ee- nont h-year econony. And we get three mllion
people plus to go to d acier National Park, but that's
i ke fromJune 15th to Septenber 15th. Wat about the
rest of the year? Yes, we have a couple of ski resorts.
Those do a great job of getting people into Wiitefish and
to the Lakeside area. But the rest of the Valley, |
t hi nk we have incredible potential. |I'mnot talking
about nmeking it necessarily exactly |ike West
Yel | owst one, but we have -- if we can survive with three

mllion people in three nonths, we could add anot her
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mllion over the next nine nonths and we would all do a
| ot better economcally. And | don't think we would have
that big of a detrinent on the rest of the ecosystem

MS. MARTEN: Thank you, Davi d.

So Allison, | want to just nake sure we don't
forget you on the phone. Anything you want to bring
forward or any other comrents?

MS. FLINT: | don't think so, Leanne. |
li ke the way that you sunmarized things maybe five, ten
m nut es ago, about the need to continue exploring process
goi ng forward and build on needs to do foll ow up
site-specific planning in a tinely nmanner. So | think
that ki nd of enconpasses us as well. So thanks for the
conversati on.

MS. MARTEN: You bet; thank you.

So as we're kind of pulling things together
here, | guess | want to nake sure there aren't other
things on this stop topic that you want to nake sure are
put in the roomhere this afternoon, again aware that
|'ve got your witten ones. But is there sonething that
|'ve m ssed or sonething you want to nake sure that is
just on ny mnd and fresh or whatever else that | my not
have brought forward that you want to have a little bit
of di al ogue on anpbngst yourselves as well as with ne.

MS. FOX: Mar|l a Fox, WIdEarth Guardi ans.
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The one thing that we didn't talk about and I don't think
we need to have discussion on now but | wanted to

hi ghli ght for you, Leanne, is our objection points on
conpliance wth the Endangered Species Act and the OSV s
I pacts on grizzly bears as they energe fromtheir dens,
especially nothers and cubs, and especially we're
allowng wiwnter travel, notorized travel, in the security
core. To rely on anmendnent 24 -- | think that highlights
t he problemw th anendnment 24 and sone of the outdated
information there. And |ooking at that afresh through

w nter traveling planning would probably alleviate sone
of the concerns we have about conpliance wth the ESA for
this forest plan revision. |It's just taking such a big
bite wwth a forest plan that one of our other object
points was that it just doesn't fit in a forest plan
because it is a high-1evel blueprint as opposed to the
site specific.

M5. MARTEN. Thank you. And | do recall
during the grizzly bear discussion you had brought that
up. So thank you for -- because | said that at that tine
I know we'd have this today too. So appreciate that.
Thank you, Marl a.

O hers? 1'mgetting all head shakes and nos.
So thank you. This has been extrenely hel pful

for me, as have all the other topics. | know nany of you
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have been invol ved, and even those that have been sitting
observing these three days, | give you all the credit in
the world on that part of it. But you ve all been
i nvol ved fromday one on this and throughout several
years. So really appreciate your time and your input and
t he di al ogue; extrenely hel pful for ne.

Agai n, no decisions today, but this definitely
w Il be incorporated in ny thought process as | nove
forward with all the objections, wnter travel being one
key part of it and howit interlinks with everything
el se, endangered species, the grizzly, and a | ot of the
ot her topics, recommended w | derness, and nany of the
other things that have been brought up as part of the
di al ogue over the | ast three days.

So Gnny, I'll turn it over to you for sone
facilitation and observati ons.

MS. TRRBE: Well, what | was going to say

Is that we're scheduled to go to 2:30 and we're about 20
m nutes fromthat, but then we were going to take a break
and then we were going to cone back and have the
reviewing officer's reflections, which is a spiritual
activity, and that you woul d explain one last tine about
t he docunentation of the neeting and the people that work
t oget her and that kind of business and what woul d happen

next. And so I'mgoing to ask the people at the table
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and the two people that are in the room would you be
offended if we didn't take a break and --

MS. MARTEN: Just nove into that part.

MS. TRIBE: -- would you guys be ready to
refl ect so that we can honor everybody's tine here? And
t hese guys, | know, they've been here. They don't go
home at night. They just stay in those chairs.

MR SMTH We'Ill stay here for days if you
want us to.

MS. MARTEN. He's ny driver, and he's not
staying for days, just for the record. He's driving ne.

M5. TRIBE: So if you guys don't m nd doi ng
t hat .

MS. MARTEN: That's fi ne.

MS. TRIBE: So before you do that, the | ast
thing | wanted to see is would the people at the table,
woul d you nmake any ot her observati ons about the process
or, in general, both Sarah and Any were here yesterday.

M5. LUNDSTRUM  And the day before.

M5. TRIBE: Oh, yeah, it has gone since
Wednesday, hasn't it? So we had a few process
observations on the board over there. 1|s there anything
you want to say just kind of in summary about the sort of
obj ector process and what we can |l earn and that kind of

stuff?
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Any, pl ease.
M5. ROBINSON:  Any Robinson. | don't have
anyt hi ng huge to say, but | just really appreciated the

process and all the hard work that you guys have
undergone and the teamto put together these briefs and
really try to prepare us to be as inforned and | ead a
process that we can participate in as thoroughly as
possi bl e and your sincerity in that as well in trying to
hear what we're saying. | appreciate that.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

Anybody el se?

M5. EISEN. Hilary again. Yeah, | just
want to say we really appreciate the opportunity to have
this sort of conversation and the whol e objection
process, being able to have another bite at the apple and
say W still have these concerns and have conversati on
around it. It's sonething we really appreciate it.

M5. TRIBE: So that part of the regs.
That's not the only reason they're doing it, but it
real ly hel ps.

MR, COVILL: David, Snownobile Associ ati on.
Yeah, I'd just like to say that we're not here
necessarily for our own personal agendas. W're here
representi ng soneti nes very | arge nunbers of people

that -- and | personally am thankful that we have that




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N+ O

549

opportunity to say sonething and to have our voices
heard. Just the five of us at this table, there's
probably a couple of man years tied up in this process,
not to mention all of you sitting at the --

MS. TRIBE: | thought you were going to say
wonen years.

MR, COVILL: Human years. There's been a
| ot of after-work hours, a lot of weekends, a |ot of
phone calls. And it's -- it's -- we're all here hopeful
t hat our concerns will have been heard and hopefully a
|l ot of themnet with the final decision cones out as.
And just want to al so say thanks for being patient with
all of us because sonetines we can be a little denandi ng.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you, David.

You know, | don't work for the Forest Service.
| don't live here. Banbi and | have worked toget her
bef ore Goi ng- To- The- Sun hi ghway and a couple things |ike
that that were noncontentious. So | just want to say as
a citizen who's sort of independent floating around out
there, it's a wonderful thing to see citizens at work
like this. And so as a facilitator, thanks for letting
me push you around.

Banbi, thanks for your help, it was inval uable.

And thanks for inviting me to cone.

G for it.
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M5. MARTEN. So | will just -- and there's

a |lot of people over the last three days that have been
in and out. And I'mgoing to do ny best to put this
emai| out to everybody and the objectors as well. But
for the folks here and fol ks on the phone for today, |
just want to express ny sincere gratitude for the | ast
several days, for your tinme and energy over the | ast
several years, wth Chip and the staff here on the
FIl at head as well as across the region. And | know you do
much nore than just the Flathead and you are just
i nvol ved citizens. And fromny perspective and the
unique role that I'min, it has been extrenely hel pful.
Thi s process hel ps ne trenendously.

And al t hough we have the reqgulations and it
gi ves you kind of the sideboards, how you design it and
how you set it up and try to facilitate the interactions
is just that. I1t's kind of an experinent. And so |
appreci ate your patience with how we did this. |
appreci ate any feedback we've gotten through the week
but, also, if you think of something after this. Because
there's several nore of these comng up, at least in the
region, that 1'Il be involved with. So |I'm al ways open
to | earn what may have been changed or done a little
differently or things that -- just |ike the observations

we made over the | ast couple days fromthat.
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And | would say that, David, you kind of
sparked -- everything' s been heard. |I'mnot going to
guarantee the decision is going to pl ease everybody or
you're going to get everything that everybody wants just
because, as you guys know, of the diversity. But | can
sincerely say fromnyself and on behalf of Chip and the
staff definitely heard throughout the process and through
the objections are very much appreci at ed.

And before | turn it over to Chip to close this
out as the host, | would be remiss if | didn't say a big
thank you to Chip and his staff and then the folks in the
regi onal office. Because the work over the | ast several
years, the foundation, just everything has set up for a
very successful process and dial ogue this week but much
nore going forward with the managenent of the public
| ands on behal f of everyone in this room and everyone
who' s been invol ved for now and for future generations.
And coul d not have done it wthout all of your passion
and dedi cation throughout and your continued passion and
dedi cation. So many thanks to Chip and staff and staff
at the regional office and others that | know have been
part of this with all of you in partnership as well.

So with that I'"'mgoing to let Chip close us out
as the host here fromthe Flathead and we'll go from

t her e.
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MR. WEBER: Thanks. And I'l|l be pretty

brief because it's 0' beer: 30 or al npst.

But | will tell you |l started with the word
"curiosity" and, literally, | woke up |last night at two
o'clock in the norning. It wasn't because any gol den
retriever was nudging ne. | don't do that very often.

But | was thinking about the take-aways for me fromthis
week. And | think that word that | would close wwth is
probably "gratitude.” And | want you to understand, and
| thought a | ot about this, that I'mcertainly grateful

w th people who agree with what | think and the way | try
to solve problens and stuff like that. But that's really
not what this week is about. This is about people who
still disagree or want sonething nore than what |'ve done
in this decision. And | want you to understand that ' m
equal ly grateful that you are at the table and still
row ng hard with your oars in the water to try to nake
this better. So it's harder, you know, for all of us,
think, to be grateful for the disagreenent than it is for
the agreenent. |It's sort of nice to go have beer with
peopl e who agree with you. But |I'mgrateful to those of
you who stuck with ne even in disagreenment. So thank you
for that. | hope you have a really wonderful weekend and
you keep working with us on all the work to cone. Thank

you.
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MS. TRIBE: Thank you.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 2:17 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF MONTANA )
County of Flatheadj >

I, BAMBI A. GOODMVAN, Regi stered Professional
Reporter, Certified Realtime Reporter and Notary Public
duly qualified in and for the State of Montana, residing
in Wiitefish, Montana do hereby certify:

That | was duly authorized to and did report
t he di al ogue in the above-entitled matter.

I further certify that the foregoing pages of
this transcript represent a true and accurate
transcription of nmy original stenographic notes.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny hand
this 14th day of My, 2018.

BAMBI A. GOODVAN, RPR, CRR and
Oficial Freelance Court Reporter
Residing in Witefish, Mntana
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