
 

Battlement Jeep Trail (Forest Road 847) 
 

Length: 4.3 miles one-way (6.9 km one-way)             Difficulty:  Difficult 
Beginning Elevation:  8,280 ft. (2524 m)                   Ending Elevation: 10,300 ft. (3139 m) 
USGS Quad Map(s): Rulison, Hawxhurst Creek        Use: Light (heavier during hunting season) 
 
ACCESS: From Rifle, head west on I-70 to Parachute (15 miles) and take exit 75. Turn left and 
follow County Road 215 across the Colorado River, and then in 0.3 miles turn right onto West 
Battlement Parkway. Follow the Parkway to Stone Quarry Road (1.5 miles) and take a right. 
Proceed 0.3 miles and then take a left onto County Road 302 (Underwood Lane). Follow County 
Road 302 for 6.3 miles to the Battlement Trailhead. 
 
TRAIL OVERVIEW: The Battlement Jeep Trail is 4.3 miles long and gains 2,000 feet of 
elevation. The route is extremely rough, rocky, and steep, and is recommended for experts only. 
Trail features include steep scree slopes and mud bogs. Scenery along the trail includes open 
meadows, stands of spruce & aspen, and wildlife viewing opportunities. The trail is open to 
motorized and non-motorized uses, though motorized access is only recommended for OHVs or 
other high clearance, 4WD vehicles. The Jeep Trail begins at the Battlement Trailhead and ends 
at the Battlement Reservoirs. En route, the Jeep Trail intersects the Battlement Trail (#2160) at 
2.2 miles and the Lava Creek Trail (#2160.5) at 4.0 miles. Both intersecting trails are open to 
foot and horse use only. 
 
THE BATTLEMENT RESERVOIRS: The Battlement Reservoirs are a chain of seven man-
made lakes located in a spectacular mountain setting. Outstanding fishing and primitive 
camping opportunities are available at this location. The Reservoirs were originally used to 
provide irrigation water for Battlement Mesa ranchers and farmers. Construction relied on mule 
and horse drawn Fresno scrapers; some of this old equipment is still present near the 
Reservoirs. Construction activities began in 1891 and concluded in 1901.  
 
TRAIL OPEN TO THE FOLLOWING USES: Passenger vehicles, OHVs, hiking, bicycling, and 
horseback riding 
 
ETHICS/REGULATIONS:  

 The lower part of the Jeep Trail crosses through private property. Please respect nearby 
landowners by staying on the trail. 

 Please refrain from littering: Pack It In & Pack It Out! 

 No camping within 100 feet of surface waters 

 

This information is intended for use a guidance only. We strongly suggest purchasing a topographic 

trail map prior to beginning any trip on the National Forest.  

Remember to check current conditions and “Know Before You Go” 


