
 

Spring Creek Trail #2068 
 

Length: 6.3 miles one-way (8.5 km one-way)    Difficulty:  Moderate 
Beginning Elevation:  8,100 ft. (2,469 m)                    Ending Elevation: 11,000 ft. (3,353 m) 
USGS Quad Maps: Deep Creek Point, Adams Lake  Use: Light 
            
ACCESS: From New Castle, CO travel northwest on County Road 245. After 1.3 miles, turn 
right onto County Road 241 (East Elk Creek Road) and travel 4.3 miles north to the Centennial 
Trailhead parking lot. Proceed 1.5 miles up Forest Road 654 (passing through the brown gate 
and crossing the Forest Boundary) to the beginning of the East Elk Creek Trail. From here, 
follow the East Elk Creek Trail for 2 miles to the intersection with the Spring Creek Trail.  
 
The Centennial Trailhead parking lot is accessible year round. During the summer travel 
management period (May 20 – November 23), motor vehicles may drive to the end of Forest 
Road 654. Please note that FR-654 is rough and narrow. 
 
TRAIL OVERVIEW: The Spring Creek Trail leads visitors through a scenic canyon in the East 
Elk region of the Rifle Ranger District. Beginning at the intersection with East Elk Creek, the trail 
initially travels east for almost four miles, closely following Spring Creek as it flows through open 
meadows and stands of spruce and aspen forest. Along the way, the trail passes beneath 
rugged cliff faces and grassy slopes on either side of the canyon. The first half mile of the trail is 
steep, but visitors are rewarded with views of a waterfall. After the waterfall, the next three and a 
half miles have a very gentle grade. Four miles from East Elk Creek, the trail turns north and 
gradually ascends through the drainage, gaining 1000 feet over the final two miles. The trail 
continues to closely follow Spring Creek, and ends at the intersection with the Boiler Creek Trail. 
From here, turn left and travel half a mile west to Road 636.   
 
Much of this area was burned by a wildfire in the early 2000s, and numerous snags are still 
standing on the slopes above the trail. The first two and half miles from East Elk Creek have 
been cleared. However, the remainder of the trail is overgrown, and navigation is difficult.  
 

TRAIL OPEN TO THE FOLLOWING USES: Hiking and horseback riding 
 
ETHICS/REGULATIONS:  

 Please be respectful of other trail users and nearby landowners 
 Please refrain from littering: Pack It In & Pack It Out! 

 Please obey all parking signs at the Centennial Trailhead  

 No camping within 100 feet of surface waters 

 

This information is intended for use as guidance only. We strongly suggest purchasing a topographic 

trail map prior to beginning any trip on the National Forest.  

Remember to check current conditions and “Know Before You Go” 


