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APPENDIX C. IDAHO ROADLESS AREAS

The following appendix describes the roadless area attributes and characteristics for each
roadless area found in Idaho. This roadless area specific information is intended to inform the
public and decision maker about the variability in roadless character across the continuum of
roadless areas. For reference, Appendix D summarizes the roadless characteristics in a tabular
form. Maps of each of the roadless areas with the Existing Plan, Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule,
and Modified Idaho Roadless Rule themes may be found in the EIS map packet.

The appendix is based on existing plan documents describing the roadless areas - generally
found in appendix C of the existing plan environmental impact statements. Some of the plan
appendix C’s date back to 1987, others are more current because they have recently revised their
plans.

Most acres have been rounded to the nearest hundred.
CHANGES BETWEEN DRAFT AND FINAL EIS

In response to public comment, the final EIS appendix C includes environmental consequences
for application of each theme to each roadless area for the prohibited and permissible activities
(timber harvest, road construction and reconstruction, and mineral leasing). A table is included
for each roadless area that displays the potential acreage available for each regulated activity
under each alternative.

The information regarding wildland urban interface (WUI) was removed from appendix C
because it came from a variety of sources including appendix C of existing plans, as well as the
map of WUI developed by the State of Idaho. Instead, appendix C of this EIS now displays the
estimated acreage in each roadless area in a community protection zone (CPZ) in the
Backcountry theme for the Modified Rule. This information is useful for showing the number of
acres in the Backcountry theme where temporary roads could be constructed.

The CPZ acres displayed in the EIS and in appendix C show the total acres within 12 miles of a
community based on population projections in 2030 (see final EIS, section 3.1). However, it
should be noted that these are approximations and are not set boundaries. Each project or
activity would be required to determine whether or not it fits within the definition of CPZ and
whether or not further action is warranted.

Other information has been updated where new information was available. Comments received
on the draft EIS providing additional information on roadless areas were considered and
incorporated into this appendix C of the final EIS. Comments concerning specific appendix C
clarifications or corrections were reviewed with the interdisciplinary team and forest personnel
to verify and make updates to appendix C in the final EIS.

Other changes to the final EIS appendix C include the addition of the Modified Idaho Roadless
Rule acres to the tables displaying the acres by themes for each roadless area and minor
adjustments to roadless area acreage from typing or mapping errors.
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Bear Creek #615
21,000 Acres Caribou

97,600 Acres Targhee
118,600 Acres Total

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Bear Creek Roadless Area is located in Bonneville County, Idaho and straddles the boundary
between the Caribou and Targhee National Forests. The area includes most of the Caribou Range
between Fall Creek Road on the north, McCoy Creek Road on the south, and Bear Creek-Jensen Road on
the east. Approximately 118,600 acres of the roadless area is on the Caribou-Targhee National Forest, of
which 21,000 acres is managed under the Caribou Forest Plan and 97,600 acres are managed under the
Revised Targhee Forest Plan.

The topography is moderately steep, characterized by parallel ridges. Elevations range from 6,000 feet
above sea level to 9,400 feet above sea level. Vegetation includes large open areas of grass and brush
interspersed with aspen stands. Conifer stands include scattered patches of Douglas -fir and lodgepole
pine.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: Naturalness of the environment is considered moderate to low; human activities are
very evident, including unimproved roads.

Opportunities for Experience: Remoteness and solitude are rated as moderate, due to the roadless area’s
size and existing road intrusions. Opportunities for primitive recreation and challenging experiences are
considered moderate due to size and road intrusions.

Special Features: Special features or attractions include good elk habitat. About 900 acres of the Caribou
Mountain Special Area are located in this roadless area. About 4,900 acres are in an eligible Wild and
Scenic River corridor for the South Fork of the Snake River, the North Fork of Bear Creek and Deadman
Creek.

Manageability: Manageability of the area would be fair, due to road intrusions.
RESOURCES
Fisheries: The area has high quality fish habitat and a population of Yellowstone cutthroat trout.

Wildlife: The Targhee portion of this area is considered occupied habitat for Canada lynx, a threatened
species. Most of the area is managed as deer and elk winter range. Other sensitive and management
indicator species occur in this area.

Water: The area has no municipal water use.
Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or sensitive plants are present.

Recreation: Recreation use includes horseback riding and deer hunting. The Targhee portion of Bear
Creek Roadless Area is managed for motorized recreation, on designated routes. Some of the area is open
to snowmobiling, however most areas are closed to protect wildlife.

Timber: No recent timber management activities have occurred in this roadless area. Most of the area is
grass and shrub cover.

Wildland Fire Use: Much of this area is managed for Wildland Fire Use: The application of the
appropriate management response to naturally-ignited wildland fires to accomplish specific resource
management objectives in predefined, designated areas outlined in Fire Management Plans.

Range: Livestock grazing is authorized on most of the area.
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Minerals and Energy: Bald Mountain is considerate to have moderate potential for oil and gas occurrence
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and has one valid lease issued in December 2007. The lease is 100 percent stipulated with No Surface
Occupancy because it is located in an Inventoried Roadless Area and unstable soils. Portions of the area
are also stipulated with NSO because of steep slopes and the presence of Yellowstone cutthroat trout.
Timing limitations (April 1 - December 31) apply to the lease to protect elk summer range. It is possible
that the lease could be partially developed by directional drilling from existing roads. However, since
natural gas would be the most likely carbon reserve discovered, and the cost of developing infrastructure
to develop natural gas is very high (i.e., roads and pipelines), the area is unlikely to ever support any
producing wells or full-field developments. The area has patented claims and past mining activity on the
southern boundary. The area contains 23,700 acres of high and 94,900 acres of medium geothermal
potential. It also contains 5,100 acres of known phosphate deposits on the northeast edge of the area that

are not yet under lease.

Landownership and Special Uses: Special use authorizations within the area include outfitting and
guiding for big game and a communication tower. No State or private lands occur within the roadless

area.

Roads and Trails: The Bear Creek Roadless Area includes 10 miles of road and 99 miles of trail open to
motorized summer travel on the Targhee portion. The Caribou portion has 3 miles of motorized road and
2 miles of motorized trails. The entire area is open to snowmobiling in the winter.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION

This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Bear Creek roadless area.

Table Bear Creek-la-c displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative.
These values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on
theme assignments. Table Bear Creek-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated

activity under each alternative.

Table Bear Creek-1a. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative (Caribou only)

Alternative 1

Alternative 2

Alternative 3

Alternative 4

Bear Creek 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed el
Management Theme Caribou Rule Plan Rule Rule
Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 14,700 14,700 14,700
Similar to Backcountry 21,000 0 0 0
Backcountry 0 2,700 2,700 2,700
GFRG 0 2,700 2,700 2,700
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 900 900 900
Total Acres 21,000 21,000 21,000 21,000

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Areas in Caribou portion of the Bear Creek Roadless Area is Caribou
Mountain Special Area. For further information on this designation, see the Caribou National Forest Land and Resource

Management Plan (LRMP).
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Table Bear Creek -1b. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative (Targhee only)

Caribou

Bear Creek Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Management Theme Targhee 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule
Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 0 0 0
Similar to Backcountry 97,600 0 0 0
CPz 3,200
Backcountry 0 33,800 33,800 Non-
CPZ 77,400
GFRG 0 58,900 58,900 12,100
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 4,900 4,900 4,900
Total Acres 97,600 97,600 97,600 97,600

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Areas in Targhee portion of the Bear Creek Roadless Area is Wild and
Scenic River (WSR). For further information on this designation, see the Targhee National Forest LRMP.

Table Bear Creek -1c. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative (Total)

Bear Creek Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Management Theme Total
Rule Plan Rule Rule
Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 14,700 14,700 14,700
Similar to Backcountry 118,600 0 0 0
CPz 3,200
Backcountry 0 36,500 36,500 Non-
CPZ 80,100
GFRG 0 61,600 61,600 14,800
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 5,800 5,800 5,800
Total Acres 118,600 118,600 118,600 118,600

Table Bear Creek -2. Potential activities (Caribou and Targhee combined)

Bear Creek Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities Total 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road Qonstructhn or reconstruction 0 98,100 98,100 18,0002
when timber cutting is allowed
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 118,600 112,800 112,800 112,800
ecosystem composition and
structure
Timber cutting to reduce risk of 118,600 112,800 112,800 98,100
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects
'I_'lmber Quttlng tq reduce significant 0 112,800 112,800 18,000
risk of wildland fire
Road constructiqn or reconstruction 0 95,400 98,1001 0
to access new mineral leases
Surface use and occupancy for 118,600 12,800 98.100 98,100
new leases

'Road building in Backcountry areas under Alternative 3 would be permitted for phosphate leases only.

2Temporary road construction and timber cutting may be allowed in the 80,100 acres of Backcountry outside the community
protection zone (CPZ) to facilitate hazardous fuels removal, but only if it is determined that there is a significant risk to a
community or a municipal water supply system.
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Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): For the portions of the Bear Creek Roadless Area in the Targhee National
Forest, existing forest plan direction manages around 600 acres under prescription 5.1.3 (timber
management with no clear cutting, urban interface fuels management emphasis), 100 acres under
prescription 5.1.4 (timber management, big game security emphasis), 21,600 acres under prescription 2.7
(deer and elk winter range), 11,500 acres under prescription 5.4 (elk summer range), and 58,900 acres
under prescription 6.1 (range management). For the parts of Bear Creek in the Caribou National Forest,
around 14,700 acres are managed under prescription 3.1 (non-motorized recreation and wildlife security),
around 2,800 acres are managed under prescription 3.2 (semi-primitive recreation), and roughly 2,700
acres under 6.2 (rangeland vegetation).

Roads for new mineral leases are not permitted for the 14,700 acres under the Caribou National Forest’s
prescription 3.1. For all the other areas, new mineral leases and roads would generally be permitted. The
Bear Creek Roadless Area has little to no potential for oil and gas leasing, but contains 94,900 acres of
medium geothermal potential, 23,700 acres of high geothermal potential, and 5,100 acres of known
phosphate deposits not yet under lease. If any geothermal or phosphate leasing occurred, it would likely
alter the roadless characteristics of the Bear Creek Roadless Area over both the short and long term.

With regards to timber harvest, Caribou prescription 3.1 only allows timber harvest if it contributes to
non-motorized recreation or wildlife security. Since construction of new public roads is also prohibited
under 3.1, little to no timber harvest is expected for these acres. For the 32,600 acres under Targhee
prescriptions 2.7, 5.1.4, and 5.4, timber harvest and road building to access the timber harvest are
permitted only if they produce some additional habitat values, e.g. improvements in winter elk range
habitat. While the immediate impact of any timber harvest would likely alter roadless characteristics in
the short run, the dual objective of habitat protection would limit the long term impact.

Under Caribou prescription 3.2, temporary roads for salvage harvest are allowed, as well as general
timber harvest for fuels reduction or restoration projects. If temporary roads were constructed they
would affect roadless characteristics in the short term, but the effects would decrease over the long term.
For the 600 acres under Targhee prescription 5.1.3, both road building and timber harvest are permitted.
If any timber activities or road building occurred, they would likely alter roadless characteristics over the
short and long-term.

The rangeland management prescriptions (6.1 and 6.2) allow timber harvest to improve wildlife habitat.
However, these lands are generally non-forested so little to no timber harvest (or road building to access
timber harvest) is expected. As such, it is unlikely that roadless characteristics would be altered.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule about 58,800 acres would be
managed under the GFRG, Rangeland and Grassland theme (GFRG), 36,600 acres would be managed
under the Backcountry theme, and 14,700 acres would be managed under the Primitive theme.

GFRG areas are managed to provide a variety of goods and services as well as a broad range of
recreational opportunities, and conservation of natural resources. For the 58,800 acres under the GFRG
theme roads would generally be permitted and timber harvest could occur for both restoration and
commodity production purposes. Timber activities and road building to meet these objectives could alter
roadless characteristics over the short and long-term. Since this section of the Bear Creek Roadless Area is
primarily rangeland, however, little to no timber activity is expected.

For the acres under the Backcountry theme timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/ or reduction of
wildland fire risk to communities would be permitted. Road construction would be permitted when
necessary for the permitted timber activities. If temporary roads are used, then the road construction
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would likely change the unroaded character in the short-term. However, since the road would be
decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber harvest activities would be designed for restoration
and/ or fire risk reduction purposes, roadless characteristics would be maintained or enhanced over the
long term. If the project used a permanent road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-
term, while the timber harvest activities would still be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction
purposes.

Little to no timber cutting would be anticipated for the 14,700 acres under the primitive theme because
roads are prohibited except for reserved and outstanding rights.

There are currently around 5,070 acres of known phosphate deposits not yet under lease in the Bear
Creek Roadless Area. 4,160 acres of the phosphate deposits are under the Backcountry theme and 910
acres are under the GFRG theme. Road construction and surface occupancy to develop the known
phosphate deposits would be allowed under both the Backcountry and GFRG themes.

Any new leasing in the 36,600 Backcountry acres would be limited to phosphate leases. For the 61,500
acres under the GFRG theme, non-phosphate mineral leases and road building to access these leases
would also be permitted. While there is little to no potential for oil and gas development in the Bear
Creek Roadless Area, the area does contain 94,900 acres of medium geothermal potential and 23,700 acres
of high geothermal potential. If any leasable mineral activities occurred in either the Backcountry or
GFRG themes then they would alter roadless characteristics in both the short and long-term.

No new leasable mineral activity would occur under the Primitive theme since surface occupancy for new
mineral leases is prohibited.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
14,700 acres under the Primitive theme, 83,300 acres under the Backcountry theme, 3,200 of which are in
the community protection zone (CPZ), and 14,800 acres under the GFRG theme.

Timber cutting is prohibited in the Primitive theme except to maintain or restore TEPS habitat, restore
ecosystem composition and function or to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fire to a
community or a municipal water supply system. Activities to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildland
fire are not expected to occur in the Primitive theme portions of this roadless area because the Primitive
theme portions are not within 1% miles of a community, nor do they contain a municipal water supply
system. No new roads can be constructed and any timber cutting activities that occur must maintain or
improve at least one roadless characteristic. Activities away from roads would likely be in the form of
prescribed fire or wildland fire use. Any such projects would be designed to maintain or improve
roadless characteristics over the long-term.

Within the 3,200 Backcountry acres that are within the CPZ, timber cutting for hazardous fuel removal
would be allowed, and temporary roads could be constructed to facilitate timber harvest if that is the
desired tool for hazardous fuel removal. Temporary road construction would likely change roadless
characteristics in the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated,
and the timber cutting activities would be designed for fire risk reduction purposes, roadless
characteristics would likely be maintained or enhanced over the long term.

For the 80,100 acres of Backcountry outside the CPZ, timber cutting and temporary road construction to
facilitate timber harvest could be allowed to reduce hazardous fuels if it is determined that there is a
significant risk to a community or a municipal water supply system. Since additional conditions would
be required, it is likely that temporary road construction for this purpose would be infrequent.

Timber cutting from existing roads, including those constructed for fuel reduction projects, or using aerial
systems could be done throughout all 83,300 acres of Backcountry to improve TEPS habitat or ecosystem
composition and function, provided that these activities maintain or improve at least one roadless
characteristic. As under the Primitive theme, activities away from roads would likely be in the form of
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prescribed fire or wildland fire use. Any such projects would be designed to maintain or improve
roadless characteristics over the long-term.

For the 14,800 acres under the GFRG theme roads would generally be permitted and timber harvest could
occur for both restoration and commodity production purposes, as long as these activities are consistent
with applicable forest plan components. Timber harvest and associated road building could alter roadless
characteristics over the short and long-term. The area in GFRG is already roaded and is generally
rangeland; therefore there would be limited change in roadless characteristics from future actions.

There are currently around 5,070 acres of known phosphate deposits not yet under lease in the Bear
Creek Roadless Area. However, 4,160 of these acres would be under the Backcountry theme where road
construction for new mineral leases would not be permitted. The remaining 910 acres would be under the
GFRG theme. These 910 acres of KPLAs would not be available for development because they are not
included in the map associated with the rule showing which unleased KPLAs would be available for
development in the GFRG theme (final EIS, fig. 3.20, section 3.5 Minerals and Energy). Since new roads
could not be constructed to access the 5,070 acres of unleased phosphate deposits, no phosphate mining
activity is expected in this roadless area under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule.

No non-phosphate mineral activity is expected in the Bear Creek Roadless Area either since the Primitive
theme prohibits surface occupancy, the Backcountry prohibits road construction to access new mineral
leases, and the GFRG theme prohibits road construction to access non-phosphate mineral leases.
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Bonneville Peak #154
32,300 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION
The Bonneville Peak Roadless Area is in Bannock and Caribou Counties on the Westside Ranger District.
The area lies four miles east of Inkom, Idaho. Major road access includes the Pebble Creek Road, Green

Canyon Road, Inman Creek Road and Bell Canyon Road. Lands within the area were once Shoshone-
Bannock Indian lands and are now subject to Indian Treaty Rights.

The topography of the roadless area is typical for southeast Idaho. Terrain varies from very steep rocky
ledges to moderately sloping valleys and basins. Bonneville Peak is 9,260 feet above sea level. The lowest
elevation is 5,500 feet above sea level. Vegetation includes brush and grass-covered slopes with some
aspen. Narrow stands of Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine are found on high north facing slopes.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: Naturalness of the environment is considered high, with evidence of some human
activities such as unimproved roads.

Opportunities for Experience: Remoteness and solitude are rated as moderate, because of minimal
screening of valley developments. Opportunities for primitive recreation and challenging experiences are
considered moderate due to the area’s limited size and road intrusions.

Special Features: Special features or attractions include a popular back-country skiing area.

Manageability: Manageability of the area is considered poor, due to road intrusions. Locating boundaries
on natural features and eliminating road corridors could achieve a core area.

RESOURCES

Fisheries: The area has moderate values for fish habitat. No threatened, endangered, or sensitive fish
species occur in this roadless area.

Wildlife: Wolverine, a Region 4 sensitive species occurs in this roadless area. The area has moderate
values for wildlife habitat.

Water: This roadless area contains 10,900 acres of surface water (municipal water supply).
Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or sensitive plants are present.

Recreation: The area has the Boundary National Recreation Trail, popular with horseback riders and off
highway vehicle users. Big Springs Campground and Pebble Creek Ski Area are on the west and south
boundaries respectively. Portions of the area are very popular with back-country skiers and
snowmobilers. About 900 acres are in a special use authorization area (Management Prescription 4.2). A
portion of the area is open to snowmobiling, some areas are closed to protect wildlife.

Timber: The area does not have recent timber sales; past timber harvest is evident along roads.

Wildland Fire Use: This area is not managed for Wildland Fire Use. The Fire Management Plan has
identified the entire roadless area for suppression.

Range: Cattle are authorized to graze most of the area.

Minerals and Energy: The area has low potential for oil and gas; 32,300 acres of high geothermal
potential. There are no leases at this time.

Landownership and Special Uses: This roadless area has two special use authorizations: one for
outfitting and guiding, one for a slurry pipeline. Approximately 1,480 acres of State or private lands occur
within the roadless area.

Roads and Trails: The area has 0.2 miles of forest roads, and there are thirty-nine miles of motorized trail.

Appendix C. Idaho Roadless Areas C5-9



Caribou

Roadless Area Conservation; National Forest System Lands in Idaho FEIS

Disturbances: The area includes motorized trail use, Pebble Creek Ski Area, and a slurry pipeline.

Heritage: Cultural resources have been identified within this roadless area. Recorded cultural resources
include evidence of pre-historic and historic use of the area.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION

This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Bonneville Peak roadless area.

Table Bonneville Peak-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative.
These values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on
theme assignments. Table Bonneville Peak-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated

activity under each alternative.

Table Bonneville Peak-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

. i Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 0 0 0
Similar to Backcountry 32,300 0 0 0

CPz 1,700
Backcountry 0 23,600 23,600 NonCPZ 21.900
GFRG 0 7,700 7,700 7,700
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 1000* 1000* 1,000*
Total Acres 32,300 32,300 32,300 32,300

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Areas in the Bonneville Peak Roadless Area is Special Use
Authorization/Recreation Sites. For further information on this designation, see the Caribou National Forest LRMP.

Table Bonneville Peak-2. Potential activities

Bonneville Peak Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road construction or reconstruction 0 31300 31300 9 400*
when timber cutting is allowed ’ ’ ’
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 32,300 31,300 31,300 31,300
ecosystem composition and structure
Timber cutting to reduce risk of
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects 32,300 31,300 31,300 31,300
Timber cutting to reduce significant 0 31300 31300 9 400*
risk of wildland fire ’ ’ ’
Road construction or reconstruction 0 31300 7700 0
to access new mineral leases ’ ’
2‘;’:226 use and occupancy for new 32,300 31,300 31,300 31,300

*Temporary road construction and timber cutting may be allowed in the 21,900 acres of Backcountry outside the CPZ to facilitate
hazardous fuels removal, but only if it is determined that there is a significant risk to a community or a municipal water supply

system.
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Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing forest plan, around 9,700 acres are under prescription
2.7.1 (elk & deer winter range critical), 11,300 acres under prescription 3.2 (semi-primitive recreation),
2,600 acres under prescription 3.3 (semi-primitive restoration), 900 acres under prescription 5.2 (forest
vegetation management) and 6,800 acres under prescription 6.2 (rangeland vegetation management).

There are no prohibitions against new mineral leases or road building to access mineral leases in the
existing forest plan prescriptions for the Bonneville Peak Roadless Area. No phosphate mining or oil and
gas activities are expected since the Bonneville Peak Roadless Area has little to no potential for these
minerals. The Bonneville Peak Roadless Area does contain 8,500 acres of high geothermal potential and
84,900 acres of medium geothermal potential. Any geothermal activities that occur would likely alter the
roadless characteristics of the Bonneville Peak Roadless Area over both the short and long term.

With regards to timber harvest, the 12,300 acres under Caribou prescriptions 2.7.1 and 3.3 only allow
timber harvest and associated road building if they produce some additional habitat values, e.g.
improvements in winter elk range habitat. While the immediate impact of any timber harvest would
likely alter roadless characteristics in the short run, the dual objective of habitat protection would limit
the long term impact.

Under prescription 3.2, temporary roads for salvage harvest are allowed, as well as general timber
harvest for fuels reduction or restoration projects. If temporary roads were constructed they would affect
roadless characteristics in the short term, but the effects would decrease over the long term since the road
would be decommissioned and rehabilitated after the project is completed.

For the 6,800 acres under the rangeland management prescription (6.2), limited timber harvest is allowed
to improve wildlife habitat. However, these lands are generally non-forested so little to no timber harvest
(or road building to access timber harvest) is expected. As such, it is unlikely that roadless characteristics
would be altered.

Caribou prescription 5.2 permits both road building and timber harvest. For the 900 acres under this
prescription, any timber activities or road building that occurred would likely alter roadless
characteristics over the short and long-term.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule 23,700 acres would fall under
the Backcountry theme and 7,700 acres would fall under the GFRG theme. For the acres under the
Backcountry theme, timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/or reduction of wildland fire risk to
communities would be permitted. Road construction would be permitted when necessary for the
permitted timber activities. If temporary roads are used, then the road construction would likely change
the unroaded character in the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and
rehabilitated, and the timber harvest activities would be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk
reduction purposes, roadless characteristics would be maintained or enhanced over the long term. If the
project used a permanent road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-term, while the
timber harvest activities would still be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes.

About 6,800 acres are rangeland and 900 acres are forested. For the 7,700 acres under the GFRG theme
roads would generally be permitted and timber harvest could occur for both restoration and commodity
production purposes. However, timber harvest and associated road construction is most likely to occur
on the forested lands. Timber activities and road building to meet these objectives could alter roadless
characteristics over the short and long-term.
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For the 7,700 acres under the GFRG theme, there could be development of the areas with high or medium
geothermal potential since roads would be permitted for this purpose. If any geothermal activity did
occur, it would likely alter roadless characteristics in both the short and long-term. No mineral activities
are expected in the acres under the Backcountry theme because roads are not permitted for new mineral
leases. The Backcountry exception for road building for phosphate leases is not relevant since there is no
potential phosphate present in this roadless area.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
23,600 acres under the Backcountry theme, 1,700 of which are in the CPZ, and 7,700 acres under the
GFRG theme.

Within the 1,700 Backcountry acres that are within the CPZ, timber cutting for hazardous fuel removal
would be allowed, and temporary roads could be constructed to facilitate timber harvest if that is the
desired tool for hazardous fuel removal. Temporary road construction would likely change roadless
characteristics in the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated,
and the timber cutting activities would be designed for fire risk reduction purposes, roadless
characteristics would likely be maintained or enhanced over the long term.

For the 21,900 acres of Backcountry outside the CPZ, timber cutting and temporary road construction to
facilitate timber harvest could be allowed to reduce hazardous fuels if it is determined that there is a
significant risk to a community or a municipal water supply system. Since additional conditions would
be required, it is likely that temporary road construction for this purpose would be infrequent.

Timber cutting from existing roads, including those constructed for fuel reduction projects, or using aerial
systems could be done throughout all 23,600 acres of Backcountry to improve TEPS habitat or ecosystem
composition and function, provided that these activities maintain or improve at least one roadless
characteristic. Activities away from roads would likely be in the form of prescribed fire or wildland fire
use. Any such projects would be designed to maintain or improve roadless characteristics over the long-
term.

For the 7,700 acres under the GFRG theme roads would generally be permitted and timber harvest could
occur for both restoration and commodity production purposes, as long as these activities are consistent
with applicable forest plan components. Timber harvest and associated road building could alter roadless
characteristics over the short and long-term. However, timber harvest and associated road construction is
most likely to occur on the 900 acres of forested lands.

No new leasable mineral activity is expected under the Backcountry or GFRG theme since roads are not
permitted to access new mineral leases. The GFRG exception for road building for phosphate leases is not
relevant since there is no potential phosphate present in this roadless area.
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Caribou City #161
81,500 Acres Caribou

11,800 Acres Targhee
93,300 Acres Total

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Caribou City Roadless Area is in Bonneville County on the Soda Springs Ranger District and the
Palisades Ranger District on the Caribou-Targhee National Forest. About 81,500 acres are managed under
the Caribou Forest Plan, and 11,800 acres are managed under the Targhee Forest Plan. The area lies one
mile east of the Grays Lake National Wildlife Refuge, and .25 miles southwest of the Palisades Reservoir.
In the 1870s Caribou City was once the center of a brisk gold boom, but is now a ghost town and is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places.

Patented and unpatented mining claims are found on Caribou Mountain and McCoy Creek. On the
southern portion of the area, McCoy Creek, Caribou City, and Bald Mountain roads provide access to the
area. Deep Creek, Jackknife Creek and Cabin Creek roads are on the eastern boundary. The Tincup
Highway, State Highway 34, runs along the southern border. The Tincup Road lies on the southwest side.
The Morgan Meadows, North Fork of Eagle Creek, and Barnes Creek roads are on the western boundary.

The topography and geography of the roadless area are diverse. Flat benches and basins to steep
mountain ridges and side slopes are all represented. Elevations range from 9,803 feet at Caribou
Mountain to 6,000 feet above sea level near the Palisades Reservoir. Vegetation includes lodgepole pine,
Douglas -fir, sagebrush, mountain brush and aspen.

The area includes roughly 28,900 acres of Recommended Wilderness and therefore holds a high level of
roadless characteristics.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: Naturalness of the environment is considered high, with evidence of some human
activities such as unimproved roads and historic and current mining activity.

Opportunities for Experience: Remoteness and solitude are rated as high, because of the area’s large size.
Opportunities for primitive recreation and challenging experiences are considered high due to large,
contiguous acreage.

Special Features: Special features or attractions include good wildlife habitat, primitive non-motorized
recreation, and historic mining areas. About 14,600 acres are in the Caribou Mountain Special Emphasis
Area (Management Prescription 2.1.4.). About 1,400 acres are in Management Prescription 2.1.2(b) Visual
Quality Maintenance. This prescription is located along major travel corridors.

Manageability: Manageability of the area is considered fair along roadless boundaries, due to road
intrusions. A large core area could be achieved by locating boundaries on natural features, such as
watershed or topographic ridges.

RESOURCES
Fisheries: This Roadless Area provides important Yellowstone cutthroat trout habitat.

Wildlife: This area is considered a linkage area for Canada lynx, a threatened species. Great gray owl and
the bat, fringed myotis, Region 4 sensitive species and other sensitive and management indicator species
occur in the roadless area. The area has high values for wildlife.

Water: The area contains no municipal water use.
Botanical: Payson’s bladderpod (Lesquerella paysonii) a sensitive plant species occurs in this roadless area

Recreation: The primary recreation attraction is deer, elk and moose hunting. The core area of the
roadless area offers the only primitive recreation experience on the forest. The northwest portion of the
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roadless area is popular for recreational gold panning. Most of the area is open to snowmobiling; some
areas are closed to protect wildlife..

Timber: No recent timber activity has occurred in the area. Soils are unstable and slumpy.

Wildland Fire Use: Much of this area is managed for Wildland Fire Use: The application of the
appropriate management response to naturally-ignited wildland fires to accomplish specific resource
management objectives in predefined, designated areas outlined in Fire Management Plans.

Range: Livestock are authorized to graze most of the area.

Minerals and Energy: Patented and unpatented mining claims for locatable minerals exist in the area.
This roadless area contains 8,500 acres of high and 84,900 acres of medium geothermal potential and is
considered to have moderate potential for oil and gas. The area has no current oil or gas leases.

Landownership and Special Uses: Special use authorizations include a buried fiber optic line and an
above ground power line along the Tincup Highway. Approximately 280 acres of State or private lands
occur within the roadless area.

Roads and Trails: The area has about 11 miles of trails and 4 miles of road open to motorized use in the
summer and is open to snowmobiling in the winter.

Heritage: The area includes a historic management area.
ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION
This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Caribou City Roadless Area.

Table Caribou City-la-c displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative.
These values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on
theme assignments. Table Caribou City-2 describes the potential acreage available for each regulated
activity under each alternative.

Table Caribou City-1a. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative (Caribou only)

Caribou City Alternative 1 AIter_na!ive 2 Alternative 3 Altern?t_ive 4
Management Theme Caribou 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Wild Land Recreation 0 28,900 28,900 28,900
Primitive 0 0 0 0
Similar to Backcountry 81,500 0 0 0

CPz 5,300
Backcountry 0 17,800 17,800 NonCPZ | 31.100
GFRG 0 18,600 18,600 0
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 16,200* 16,200 16,200*
Total Acres 81,500 81,500 81,500 81,500

*The Management Prescription for the Forest Plan Special Areas in the Caribou portion of the Caribou City Roadless Area is 1,400
acres as Visual Quality Maintenance, 14,600 acres as the Caribou Mountain Special Area, and 200 acres as Concentrated
Development Area For further information on this designation, see the Caribou National Forest Plan LRMP.
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Table Caribou City-1b. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative (Targhee only)

Caribou City Alternative 1 AIter_naFive 2 Alternative 3 Alternz_lt_ive 4
e T e T 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 0 0 0
Similar to Backcountry 11,800 0 0 0
CPz 700

Backcountry 0 11,800 11,800 Non-CPZ 9.800
GFRG 0 0 0 1,300
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 0 0 0
Total Acres 11,800 11,800 11,800 11,800

Table Caribou City-1c. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative (Total)
Caribou Gty Mansgoment | JAeratie 1 | Algnaie2 | Aerales | Al
Theme Total
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Wild Land Recreation 0 28,900 28,900 28,900
Primitive 0 0 0 0
Similar to Backcountry 93,300 0 0 0
CPz 6,000

Backcountry 0 29,600 29,600 NonCPZ | 40.900
GFRG 0 18,600 18,600 1,300
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 16,200 16,200 16,200
Total Acres 93,300 93,300 93,300 93,300

Table Caribou City-2. Potential activities (Caribou and Targhee combined)

Caribou City Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities Total 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule

Road construction or reconstruction 0 48.200 48200 7 300
when timber cutting is allowed ’ ' ’
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore
ecosystem composition and 93,300 48,200 48,200 48,200
structure
Timber cutting to reduce risk of 93.300 48200 48200 48200
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects ’ ’ ’ ’
Timber cutting to reduce significant N
risk of wildland fire 0 48,200 48,200 7,300
Road construction or reconstruction
to access new mineral leases 0 48,200 18,600 0
Surface use and occupancy for 93.300 48.200 48.200 48.200
new leases

*Temporary road construction and timber cutting may be allowed in the 40,900 acres of Backcountry outside the CPZ to facilitate
hazardous fuels removal, but only if it is determined that there is a significant risk to a community or a municipal water supply

system.
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Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): For the portions of the Caribou City roadless area in the Targhee
National Forest, existing forest plan direction manages around 800 acres under prescription 5.1.3 (timber
management with no clear cutting, urban interface fuels management emphasis) and 11,000 acres under
prescription 5.4 (elk summer range). For the parts of Caribou City Roadless Area in the Caribou National
Forest, around 28,900 acres are managed under prescription 1.3 (recommended wilderness), 5,200 acres
under prescription 2.7.1 (elk & deer winter range critical), 1,100 acres under prescription 2.7.2 (2,800 acres
under prescription 3.2 (semi-primitive recreation), 11,500 acres under prescription 3.3 (semi-primitive
restoration), and 18,600 acres under prescription 6.2 (rangeland vegetation management).

All mineral activities are prohibited on the 28,900 acres under Recommended Wilderness. For the rest of
the Caribou City roadless area, however, there are no prohibitions against new mineral leases or road
building to access mineral leases in the existing forest plan prescriptions. No oil and gas activities are
expected since the Caribou roadless area has little to no potential for oil and gas leasing. The Caribou City
roadless area does contain 8,500 acres of high geothermal potential and 84,900 acres of medium
geothermal potential. Any geothermal activities that occur would likely alter the roadless characteristics
of the roadless area over both the short and long term.

Timber activity is only permitted in the 28,900 acres under prescription 1.3 if it enhances wilderness
character, and no road building is permitted. These acres would therefore maintain both their roadless
and wilderness characteristics.

For the 28,800 acres under Caribou prescriptions 2.7.1 and 2.7.2, 3.3 and Targhee prescription 5.4, timber
harvest and road building to access the timber harvest are permitted only if they produce some
additional habitat values, e.g. improvements in elk habitat. While the immediate impact of any timber
harvest would likely alter roadless characteristics in the short run, the dual objective of habitat protection
would limit the long term impact. For the 800 acres under Targhee prescription 5.1.3, both road building
and timber harvest are permitted. If any timber activities or road building occurred, they would likely
alter roadless characteristics over the short and long-term.

The rangeland management prescription 6.2 allows timber harvest to improve wildlife habitat. However,
these lands are generally non-forested so little to no timber harvest (or road building to access timber
harvest) is expected. As such, it is unlikely that roadless characteristics would be altered.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule about 18,600 acres would be
managed under the GFRG, 29,600 under the Backcountry theme and around 28,900 under the Wild Land
Recreation theme.

For the 18,600 acres under the GFRG theme roads would generally be permitted and timber harvest could
occur for both restoration and commodity production purposes. Timber activities and road building to
meet these objectives could alter roadless characteristics over the short and long-term. Since this section
of the Caribou City Roadless Area is primarily rangeland, however, little to no timber activity is expected.

For the acres under the Backcountry theme timber cutting for ecosystem restoration and/or reduction of
wildland fire risk to communities would be permitted. Road construction would be permitted when
necessary for the permitted timber activities. If temporary roads are used, then the road construction
would likely change the unroaded character in the short-term. However, since the road would be
decommissioned and rehabilitated, and the timber harvest activities would be designed for restoration
and/or fire risk reduction purposes, roadless characteristics would be maintained or enhanced over the
long term. If the project used a permanent road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-
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term, while the timber harvest activities would still be designed for restoration and/or fire risk reduction
purposes

No timber cutting, road building or mineral activities would occur in the 28,900 acres in the Wild Land
Recreation theme because these activities are prohibited. These acres would therefore maintain both their
roadless and wilderness characteristics.

Leasable mineral activities and road building to access mineral leases are permitted under the GFRG
theme. While there is little to no potential for oil and gas development or phosphate mining in the
Caribou City Roadless Area, the area does contain 8,500 acres of high geothermal potential. If any
geothermal activities occurred under the GFRG theme, then they would alter roadless characteristics in
both the short and long-term.

No new leasable mineral activity is expected in the 29,600 in the Backcountry theme because new roads to
access leases are prohibited. The Backcountry exception for road building for phosphate leases is not
relevant since there is no potential phosphate present in this roadless area. Leasable mineral activity is
prohibited in the Wild Land Recreation theme.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are
28,900 acres under the Wild Land Recreation theme, 46,900 acres under the Backcountry theme, 6,000 of
which are in the CPZ, and 1,300 acres under the GFRG theme.

The 28,900 acres managed under the Wild Land Recreation theme would experience the same protections
they had as Recommended Wilderness under the Forest Plans. Road construction would be prohibited
except for reserved and outstanding rights and no timber cutting or leasable mineral activities would be
allowed. These acres would therefore maintain both their roadless characteristics and wilderness
attributes.

Within the 6,000 Backcountry acres that are within the CPZ, timber cutting for hazardous fuel removal
would be allowed, and temporary roads could be constructed to facilitate timber harvest if that is the
desired tool for hazardous fuel removal. Temporary road construction would likely change roadless
characteristics in the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated,
and the timber cutting activities would be designed for fire risk reduction purposes, roadless
characteristics would likely be maintained or enhanced over the long term. For the 40,900 acres of
Backcountry outside the CPZ, timber cutting and temporary road construction to facilitate timber harvest
could be allowed to reduce hazardous fuels if it is determined that there is a significant risk to a
community or a municipal water supply system. Since additional conditions would be required, it is
likely that temporary road construction for this purpose would be infrequent. Timber cutting from
existing roads, including those constructed for fuel reduction projects, or using aerial systems could be
done throughout all 46,900 acres of Backcountry to improve TEPS habitat or ecosystem composition and
function, provided that these activities maintain or improve at least one roadless characteristic. Activities
away from roads would likely be in the form of prescribed fire or wildland fire use. Any such projects
would be designed to maintain or improve roadless characteristics over the long-term.

For the 1,300 acres under the GFRG theme roads would generally be permitted and timber harvest could
occur for both restoration and commodity production purposes, as long as these activities are consistent
with applicable forest plan components. Timber harvest and associated road building could alter roadless
characteristics over the short and long-term.

No new leasable mineral activity is expected under the Backcountry or GFRG themes since these themes
prohibit construction of roads to access new mineral leases. The GFRG exception for road building for
phosphate leases does not apply to this area and there is no known phosphate present in this roadless
area.
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Clarkston Mountain #159

15, 500 Acres (Caribou — Idaho)
6,600 Acres (Caribou — Utah)
22,100 Acres Total

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Clarkston Mountain Roadless Area is in Oneida County, Idaho and Box Elder and Cache counties in
Utah on the Westside Ranger District. The area extends from two miles southeast of Malad, Idaho to 1.5
miles north of Plymouth, Utah. Approximately 6,600 acres of the area are in Utah. The area is eighteen
miles long and averages about two miles in width. Road access to the area includes the Two Mile Canyon
Road along the north border, the Skyline, Left Fork of Dry Canyon, Steel Canyon, and Black Canyon
roads from the east, the Water Canyon Road from the south, and the Gardner Canyon, Burnett Canyon,
and Four Mile Canyon roads from the west. The Willow Spring Road (pre-1978) bisects the area.

The area’s topography is steep and rocky with sagebrush, grass, juniper and mountain brush. Small
patches of Douglas -fir and aspen occur on some northern slopes. Elevations range from 4,800 feet near
Cherry Creek to 8,224 feet at Gunsight Peak.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: Naturalness of the environment is considered moderate, with evidence of some human
activities, such as unimproved roads.

Opportunities for Experience: Remoteness and solitude are rated as low, because of minimal natural
screening and the area’s small size. Opportunities for primitive recreation and challenging experiences
are considered low due to area’s small size.

Special Features: Special features or attractions include areas of good deer habitat.

Manageability: Manageability of the area is considered poor, due to narrow width of the area and private
in holdings.

RESOURCES
Fisheries: The Bonneville cutthroat trout, a Region 4 sensitive species occurs in this roadless area.

Wildlife: No threatened, endangered, or sensitive terrestrial species are present. The area has moderate
values for wildlife habitat.

Water: The area has no municipal water use.
Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or sensitive plants are present.

Recreation: The entire roadless area is managed for a Semi-Primitive Motorized setting in summer. A
small campground is adjacent to the east boundary. The area is popular for horse and trail bike riding,
snowmobiling, and deer hunting. Most of the area is open to snowmobiling; some areas are closed to
protect wildlife.

Timber: No recent timber activity has occurred in this roadless area.

Wildland Fire Use: Much of this area is managed for Wildland Fire Use: The application of the
appropriate management response to naturally-ignited wildland fires to accomplish specific resource
management objectives in predefined, designated areas outlined in Fire Management Plans.

Range: Livestock are authorized to graze entire area.

Minerals and Energy: No current oil or gas leases occur in the roadless area. This roadless area is
considered to have low potential for oil and gas and contains 15,500 acres of high geothermal potential.
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Landownership and Special Uses: The roadless area has one groomed snowmobile trail and one special
use authorization for outfitting and guiding big game. Approximately 560 acres of State or private lands
occur within the roadless area.

Roads and Trails: There are about 4 miles of forest roads, and 14 miles of motorized trail.
Disturbances: The area includes motorized trail use and waterlines.

Heritage: Cultural resources have been identified within this roadless area. Recorded cultural resources
include evidence of pre-historic and historic use of the area

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION
This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Clarkston Mountain Roadless Area.

Table Clarkston Mountain-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by
alternative. These values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based
solely on theme assignments. Table Clarkston Mountain-2 describes the potential acreage available for

each regulated activity under each alternative.

Table Clarkston Mountain-1. Acres by theme or theme equivalent, by alternative

Clarkston Mountain Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
2001 Roadless Existin Proposed Modified
Management Theme Rule Plan ° Rpule Rule
Wild Land Recreation 0 0 0 0
Primitive 0 0 0 0
Similar to Backcountry 15,500 0 0 0
CPz | 3,600
Backcountry 0 5,600 5,600 NOnCPZ 2,000
GFRG 0 9,900 9,900 9,900
SAHTS 0 0 0 0
Forest Plan Special Areas 0 0 0 0
Total Acres 15,500 15,500 15,500 15,500

Table Clarkston Mountain-2. Potential activities

Clarkston Mountain Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Activities 2001 Roadless Existing Proposed Modified
Rule Plan Rule Rule
Road construction or reconstruction 0 15.500 15.500 13.500*
when timber cutting is allowed ’ ’ ’
Timber cutting to improve TES
species habitat or to restore 15,500 15,500 15,500 15,500
ecosystem composition and structure
Timber cutting to reduce risk of
uncharacteristic wildland fire effects 15,500 15,500 15,500 15,500
Timber cutting to reduce significant 0 15.500 15.500 13.500*
risk of wildland fire ’ ’ ’
Road construction or reconstruction 0 15.500 9 900 0
to access new mineral leases ’ ’
2‘;’:2:8 use and occupancy for new 15,500 15,500 15,500 15,500

*Temporary road construction and timber cutting may be allowed in the 2,000 acres of Backcountry outside the CPZ to facilitate
hazardous fuels removal, but only if it is determined that there is a significant risk to a community or a municipal water supply

system.
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Alternative 1 (2001 Roadless Rule): Under the 2001 Roadless Rule little to no timber cutting for
ecosystem restoration would be anticipated because road construction is prohibited to facilitate timber
harvest. Therefore no adverse effects to roadless characteristics are expected from timber activities or
associated road building. Additionally, no new leasable mineral activity would be expected given the
final EIS analysis assumption that no activity would occur without roaded access.

Alternative 2 (Existing Plans): Under the existing forest plan, around 5,600 acres are under prescription
2.7.1 (elk & deer winter range critical) and 9,900 acres under prescription 6.2 (rangeland vegetation
management).

There are no prohibitions against new mineral leases or road building to access mineral leases in the
existing forest plan prescriptions for this roadless area. No phosphate mining or oil and gas activities are
expected since Clarkston Mountain has little to no potential for these minerals. The area does contain
15,500 acres of high geothermal potential. Any geothermal activities that occur would likely alter the
roadless characteristics of the area over both the short and long term.

With regards to timber harvest, the 5,600 acres under prescription 2.7.1 only allow timber harvest and
associated road building if they produce some additional habitat values, e.g. improvements in winter elk
range habitat. While the immediate impact of any timber harvest would likely alter roadless
characteristics in the short run, the dual objective of habitat protection would limit the long term impact.

For the 9,900 acres under the rangeland management prescription (6.2), limited timber harvest is allowed
to improve wildlife habitat. However, these lands are generally non-forested so little to no timber harvest
(or road building to access timber harvest) is expected. As such, it is unlikely that roadless characteristics
would be altered.

Alternative 3 (Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Proposed Rule 5,600 acres would fall under
the Backcountry theme and 9,900 acres would fall under the GFRG. Timber cutting for ecosystem
restoration and/ or reduction of wildland fire risk to communities would be permitted under the
Backcountry theme. Road construction would be permitted when necessary for the permitted timber
activities. If temporary roads are used, then the road construction would likely change the unroaded
character in the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated, and
the timber harvest activities would be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes,
roadless characteristics would be maintained or enhanced over the long term. If the project used a
permanent road, then the changes to unroaded character would be long-term, while the timber harvest
activities would still be designed for restoration and/ or fire risk reduction purposes.

While this prescription allows timber harvest and road construction to access timber harvests, little
activity is expected since the GFRG areas in the Clarkston Mountain Roadless Area are rangelands. If
timber activities and road building did occur, then they would likely alter roadless characteristics over
the short and long-term.

Mineral development of the GFRG areas with high geothermal potential could occur since roads would
be permitted for this purpose. If any geothermal activity did occur, it would likely alter roadless
characteristics in both the short and long-term. No mineral activities are expected in the acres under the
Backcountry theme because roads are not permitted for new mineral leases. The Backcountry exception
for road building for phosphate leases is not relevant since there is no potential phosphate present in this
roadless area.

Alternative 4 (Modified Idaho Roadless Rule): Under the Modified Idaho Roadless Rule, there are 5,600
acres under the Backcountry theme, 3,600 of which are in the CPZ, and 9,900 acres under the GFRG
theme.

Within the 3,600 Backcountry acres that are within the CPZ, timber cutting for hazardous fuel removal
would be allowed, and temporary roads could be constructed to facilitate timber harvest if that is the
desired tool for hazardous fuel removal. Temporary road construction would likely change roadless
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characteristics in the short-term. However, since the road would be decommissioned and rehabilitated,
and the timber cutting activities would be designed for fire risk reduction purposes, roadless
characteristics would likely be maintained or enhanced over the long term.

For the 2,000 acres of Backcountry outside the CPZ, timber cutting and temporary road construction to
facilitate timber harvest could be allowed to reduce hazardous fuels if it is determined that there is a
significant risk to a community or a municipal water supply system. Since additional conditions would
be required, it is likely that temporary road construction for this purpose would be infrequent.

Timber cutting from existing roads, including those constructed for fuel reduction projects, or using aerial
systems could be done throughout all 5,600 acres of Backcountry to improve TEPS habitat or ecosystem
composition and function, provided that these activities maintain or improve at least one roadless
characteristic. Activities away from roads would likely be in the form of prescribed fire or wildland fire
use. Any such projects would be designed to maintain or improve roadless characteristics over the long-
term.

For the 9,900 acres under the GFRG theme roads would generally be permitted and timber harvest could
occur for both restoration and commodity production purposes, as long as these activities are consistent
with applicable forest plan components. Timber harvest and associated road building could alter roadless
characteristics over the short and long-term; however all the lands in the GFRG theme are rangelands.

No new leasable mineral activity is expected under the Backcountry or GFRG themes since these themes
prohibit construction of roads to access new mineral leases. The GFRG exception for road building for
phosphate leases does not apply to this area and there is no known phosphate present in this roadless
area.
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Deep Creek #158
7,100 Acres

OVERVIEW AND DESCRIPTION

The Deep Creek Roadless Area is within Oneida County, Idaho on the Westside Ranger District within
the Caribou portion of the Caribou-Targhee National Forest. It lies approximately .5 miles east of Malad,
Idaho. Access routes to the area include the Deep Creek and Weston Canyon roads along the north and
east, Two Mile Canyon and Trail Hollow roads along the southern border, and the Little Valley Road on
the western boundary. Interstate 15 is .5 miles away and runs parallel to the western boundary of the
roadless area.

Moderate slopes characterized the area, and brush and grass are the predominant vegetation. The area
exhibits less topographic relief than is typical for other nearby roadless areas.

ROADLESS CHARACTERISTICS

Natural Integrity: Naturalness of the environment is considered moderate. The general appearance of the
area is natural due to the steep, inaccessible west-facing slopes that dominate the area. Livestock grazing,
unimproved roads and off highway vehicle use are evident.

Opportunities for Experience: Remoteness and solitude are rated as low, because of the area’s small size
and minimal natural screening. Opportunities for primitive recreation and challenging experiences are
considered low due to area’s size.

Special Features: Special features or attractions include areas of good deer habitat.

Manageability: Manageability of the area is considered poor, due to the area’s small size and road
intrusions.

RESOURCES
Fisheries: The Bonneville cutthroat trout, a Region 4 sensitive species occurs in this roadless area.

Wildlife: No threatened, endangered, or sensitive terrestrial species are present. The area has moderate
values for wildlife habitat.

Water: The area has no municipal water use.
Botanical: No threatened, endangered, or sensitive plants are present.

Recreation: Dispersed recreation includes horseback and motorized trail use, snowmobiling and deer
hunting. Visitors are attracted to the area, because of its close proximity to the community of Malad. The
Deep Creek Reservoir near the eastern border of the area attracts many anglers and campers. Most of the
area is open to snowmobiling; some areas are closed to protect wildlife.

Timber: No recent timber activity has occurred in this roadless area.

Wildland Fire Use: Some of this area is managed for Wildland Fire Use: The application of the
appropriate management response to naturally-ignited wildland fires to accomplish specific resource
management objectives in predefined, designated areas outlined in Fire Management Plans.

Range: Livestock are authorized to graze entire area. Range improvements are present.

Minerals and Energy: The area has a low potential for oil and gas and locatable minerals. No current oil
or gas leases occur in the roadless area. This roadless area contains 7,100 acres of high geothermal
potential.

Landownership and Special Uses: Special use authorizations within the roadless area include outfitting
and guiding big game; two water transmission systems, an area under cultivation, and a pasture. No
State or private lands occur within the roadless area.
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Roads and Trails: The area has no forest roads, and about 16 miles of motorized trail.
Disturbances: The area includes motorized trail use and waterlines.

Heritage: Cultural resources have been identified within this roadless area. Recorded cultural resources
include evidence of pre-historic and historic use of the area.

ALTERNATIVE DISCUSSION
This section discusses the general effects of each alternative on the Deep Creek Roadless Area.

Table Deep Creek-1 displays distribution of acres to each theme or theme equivalents by alternative.
These values represent potential, long-term outcomes of managing the roadless area based solely on
theme