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Kirsten Kaiser (406) 283-7659  
      
                        

 
Kootenai National Forest Releases 

Draft Forest Plan Map 
 

Libby, Montana:  The Kootenai National Forest is releasing the Draft Forest Plan map, 

which is a modification of the Starting Option map that was released this past summer to the 

public. Changes to the starting option map were made by the Forest Supervisor, based on 

modifications submitted by collaborative groups, agencies, and elected officials.  “There were a 

lot of good discussions with many people and most of these discussions centered around 

recommended wilderness and motorized recreation areas,” said Forest Supervisor Bob 

Castaneda.  The Draft Forest Plan map and associated documents are posted on our website, 

www.fs.fed.us/kipz.  

The intent of releasing this Draft Forest Plan map is to provide information to our public 

regarding how the Starting Option map changed.  “It’s important that the public understands this 

is not a comment period.  We are hopeful that interest groups continue to work together 

between now and when we release the Draft Forest Plan.  The release of the Draft Forest Plan 

in February of 2006 will initiate a 90-day comment period,” reports Castaneda. The Draft Forest 

Plan will include information such as desired conditions, objectives, and guidelines that will 

provide a better understanding of the proposed management for the Forest.   

Primary changes to the Draft Forest Plan Map from the starting option map include:  

1. The consolidation of General Forest Management Areas 6a (low intensity), 6b 

(moderate intensity) and 6c (high intensity) into one General Forest 

Management Area.  

2. The addition of a Backcountry Management Area 5c winter motorized and 

summer non-motorized.  

3. Change to the Recommended Wilderness Management Area 1b to a Wild Land 

Management Area 1d.    
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4. Expansion of two Special Interest Areas – Northwest Peak and Ten Lakes 

Scenic Areas.   

5. Changes to Management Area allocations across the Forest.  

 

Management Area allocations resulted in an increase, from the current Forest Plan, of 

50,000 acres managed for wilderness values under Management Area 1d.   These areas rate 

high for wilderness potential and will be available to Congress for consideration for wilderness 

designation. Areas allocated to MA1d – Wild Lands include:   

 Whitefish Divide area 
 Areas adjacent to the Cabinet Wilderness 
 Scotchmans Peak area, and 
 Roderick Mountain 

 
Management Area allocations also resulted in an increase, from the current Forest Plan, 

of 46,000 acres of Management Area 3 (Special Interest Areas).  Most of this addition is a result 

of the expansion of the Northwest Peak and Ten Lake Scenic areas.   Existing uses would 

continue in these areas, however detailed management plans for these areas will be developed 

after the Forest Plan is revised.  

 Collaborative meetings and associated discussions were extremely useful in developing 

the Draft Forest Plan map.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call Kirsten Kaiser at 

(406) 283-7659 or Jodi Kramer at (208) 765-7235. 

-END- 

 
 
 
 
 


