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Idaho Panhandle National Forest Releases 

Draft Forest Plan Map 
 

Coeur d’Alene, Idaho:  The Idaho Panhandle National Forest is releasing the Draft Forest 

Plan map, which is a modification of the Starting Option map that was released this past 

summer to the public. Changes to the starting option map were made by the Forest Supervisor, 

based on modifications submitted by collaborative groups, agencies, and elected officials.  

“There were a lot of good discussions with many people and most of these discussions centered 

around recommended wilderness and motorized recreation areas,” said Forest Supervisor 

Ranotta McNair.  The Draft Forest Plan map and associated documents are posted on our 

website, www.fs.fed.us/kipz.  

The intent of releasing this Draft Forest Plan map is to provide information to our public 

regarding how the Starting Option map changed.  In addition, this information can be considered 

as the county commissioners work through their roadless petition process.  “It’s important that 

the public understands this is not a comment period.  We are hopeful that interest groups 

continue to work together between now and when we release the Draft Forest Plan.  The 

release of the Draft Forest Plan in February of 2006 will initiate a 90-day comment period,” 

reports McNair. The Draft Forest Plan will include information such as desired conditions, 

objectives, and guidelines that will provide a better understanding of the proposed management 

for the Forest.   

Primary changes to the Draft Forest Plan Map from the starting option map include:  

1. The consolidation of General Forest Management Areas 6a (low intensity), 6b 

(moderate intensity) and 6c (high intensity) into one General Forest 

Management Area.  

2. The consolidation of Backcountry Management Areas 5a and 5b into one 

Backcountry Management Area 5.  
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3. The addition of a Primitive Lands Management Area 1e.  These areas will be 

managed to protect the wilderness characteristics that will still allow for future 

consideration for wilderness designation but are not being recommended for 

wilderness at this time.  They will provide primitive recreation opportunities, as 

well as motorized winter recreation and mountain bike opportunities.       

4. Boundaries and Management Area allocations changed for portions of the 

Scotchman Peaks and Selkirk recommended wilderness areas; and portions of 

the Grandmother Mountain Wilderness Study Area.  

5. Changes to the Mallard Larkins Pioneer Area. 

6. Changes to the Wild and Scenic River recommendations.  

7. Changes to other Management Area allocations across the Forest.  

Collaborative meetings and associated discussions were extremely useful in developing 

the Draft Forest Plan map.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call Jodi Kramer at 

(208) 765-7235 or Gary Ford at (208) 765-7478. 
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