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Term Description Index (as applicable) 

Aggregate Effect Intensity Effect of more than one overlapping activity on a species’ 
habitat for a given location.  

Conservation Measure 
An action designed to reduce effects intensity of an 
activity or activities.  A conservation measure could be 
specific or apply broadly to a variety of activities.  

 

Conservation Measure Index 

Rank-ordered measure determined by professional 
judgment. Indicates how effective the measure is in 
altering the effect of an activity.  Indices can range from 
“no alteration of an effect” to “effect has been removed 
completely.” 

1 = does not remove effect 
0.95= removes a trace effect 
0.75 = removes effect to low degree 
0.50 = removes effect to moderate degree 
0.25 = removes effect to high degree 
0 = removes the entire effect   

Future Recreation 
Capability Criteria 

Basic parameter of the recreation capability model.  
Criteria specify what attributes make a location capable 
for a recreational facility from a recreational perspective. 

 

Future Recreation Capability 
Criteria Importance Index 

Parameter of the recreation capability model that assigns 
an importance index to each capability criterion, based on 
professional judgment.  

1= highly important 
0.75 = important 
0.50 = moderately important 
0.25 = slightly important 
0 = not important 

Future Recreation 
Capability Model 

Quantitative, GIS based-method used to determine the 
locations (acres) that may be capable for various types of 
recreation activities.  

 

Landscape Ranking 
GIS-based ranking of how well a particular location fulfill a 
given recreation capability criterion (i.e., distance from 
paved roads) 

1 = completely fulfills  
0.5 = partially fulfills 
0 = does not fulfill 

Landscape Thresholds 
Landscape-based definitions of capability based on 
professional judgment used to create a ranking for each 
capability criterion.   

 

Landscape Capability Index 
Result of the Future Recreation Capability Model that 
indicates how well a specific location fulfills all recreation 
capability criteria for a given recreational facility.  

0.66-1 = highly suitable 
0.51-.65 = moderately suitable  
0.30-0.50 = low capability  
0-0.29 = not suitable 

Occurrence Locality Mapped location of where a particular species was 
observed. Could be represented by a point or a polygon.   

Potentially Affected Acres 
A common unit to measure the total effect of activities on 
species’ habitat.  Incorporates habitat degradation and 
destruction.  Sum of aggregate effect intensity multiplied 
by the associated number of overlap acres.  

 

Potential Effects Index 

A rank-ordered measure of the effect of a particular 
activity on a particular species’ habitat. It is determined by 
professional judgment.  The effects index can range from 
“no detectable effect” to “complete loss of habitat.”  The 
numeric values represent of loss acres (i.e., 0.50 = 50% 
loss of acres) 

TTL = 1 = complete loss of habitat  
HE = 0.75 = high effect 
ME = 0.50 = moderate effect 
LE = 0.25 = low effect 
TE = 0.05 = trace effect 
NE = 0 = no detectable effect 

Potential Effects Matrix 

A species specific matrix where columns are activities, 
and rows are modes of impact (e.g., soil compaction, 
trampling).  A final effect index is assigned for each 
activity based on professional judgment about the severity 
of each mode of impact. 

 

Potential Habitat Distribution 
Areas of the landscape that are predicted to be potential 
suitable habitat for a given species.  Predictions are 
based on the presence of certain attributes that are 
associated with a given species.   

 

 


