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Blue Mountains DRAFT Forest Plan  
Released for Public Comment 

Baker City, OR – The Proposed Revised Land Management Plan (commonly known 

as a Forest Plan) and Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Malheur, 

Umatilla, Wallowa-Whitman National Forests, and a portion of the Ochoco National 

Forest (Blue Mountains National Forests) will be available for review on March 14, 

2014 for a minimum 90-day comment period. The Forest Service is hosting twelve 

public meetings, beginning on March 17, to share information about the DEIS and 

Proposed Revised Forest Plan, answer questions, explain the commenting process, 

and listen to public input.  

A Forest Plan is a document that guides land management decisions (project or site-

specific level planning) for a period of about 15 years. The Forest Plan is strategic in 

nature and does not approve projects or actions on National Forest System (NFS) lands; for 

example it does not close specific roads, trails, or areas – further NEPA and public engagement 

is required on these types of site-specific level decisions.  

“Our goal is to develop a Forest Plan with public input, for all three Forests that does the right 

thing for the landscape, while balancing the social and economic issues”, shared John 

Laurence, Wallowa-Whitman Forest Supervisor. 

The comment period is an opportunity for the public to be involved in the decision making 

process, to offer thoughts on alternative ways the Forest Service can accomplish what is 

proposed, and to comment on the agency’s preferred alternative and analysis. Input provided by 

the public will help determine management direction for the final Forest Plans. 

The range of alternatives analyzed in the DEIS were developed around six main 

issues identified during scoping: ecological resilience (restoration), economic and 

social well-being, access, livestock grazing/grazing land vegetation, old forest, 

and recommended wilderness. The Proposed Revised Forest Plan has been 
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developed based on the Agency’s preferred alternative and includes information for all three 

Forests.  However, there will be a separate Forest Plan for each Forest when the Forest Plans 

are finalized. “Based on public comment from scoping, the Plan Revision team developed and 

analyzed a range of six alternatives including the No Action alternative.  We believe Alternative 

E, the preferred alternative, provides a balanced approach to managing and protecting 

resources across the Blues”, shares Steve Beverlin, Acting Forest Supervisor on the Malheur 

National Forest. 

The Forest Service is developing the Forest Plans for these three Forests under the 1982 

Planning Rule and use of this Planning Rule is permitted under provisions of the new 2012 

Planning Rule. The 2012 Planning Rule under Section 219.17, Subpart B provides the option to 

ongoing Forest Plan revision efforts to either use the appeal process or adopt the pre-decisional 

administrative review process, commonly referred to as an objection process.  “All of this 

language about planning rules and appeal versus objection process can be very confusing.  In 

summary, we have decided to use the objection process as our administrative review process, 

because it allows us to resolve any concerns from the public “before” the Regional Forester 

signs the Record of Decision rather than after the decision is made”, stated Kevin Martin, 

Umatilla Forest Supervisor.  

The DEIS and Proposed Revised Forest Plan can be downloaded from our web site:  

http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/BlueMtnsPlanRevision.  We encourage you to download the 

documents from the web.  These versions are more user-friendly because the documents are 

easily searchable for sections you are interested in, and it saves money in printing/shipping 

costs.  Printed copies are available to read at local libraries and Forest District Offices. Compact 

discs (CDs) and a limited number of printed copies are also available upon request. Requests 

can be made by sending an email to:  bluemtnplanrevision@fs.fed.us, or by calling 541-523-

1302 or 541-523-1246. 

The Forest Service encourages the public to submit comments electronically by going to this 

web link:  http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/BlueMountainForestPlanRevisionComments.  Written 

comments may also be submitted to: Blue Mountains Forest Plan Revision Team, P.O. Box 

907, Baker City, OR, 97814 or fax to 541-523-6392. Comments received during the 90-day 

comment period, including names and addresses of those who comment, will become part of 
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the project record and are available for public review. It is the responsibility of the persons 

providing comments to submit them by the close of the comment period and ensure their 

comments have been received.  

John Laurence, Wallowa-Whitman Forest Supervisor emphasized, “it is critical that the public 

become involved and provide input on the Proposed Forest Plan and DEIS.  Attend one of the 

meetings in your local area. This input will help us determine what the final Forest Plans will 

look like.”   

 

Following is the public meeting schedule and locations with doors opening at 5:30 until 8:30 pm. 

The outline will include a formal presentation starting at 6:00, question and answer session to 

follow, and time to talk with the Forest Supervisors and specialists. There will be a process for 

providing comments at the meeting. 

DATE LOCATION 

3/17/2014 John Day, OR – Federal Building, Juniper Hall ▪ 431 Patterson 

3/18/2014 Burns, OR – Chamber of Commerce Community Center ▪ 484 N. Broadway Center 

3/19/2014 Long Creek,  – Long Creek Community Center ▪ 201 West 2nd Street 

3/20/2014 Enterprise, OR – Cloverleaf Hall ▪ 668 NW 1st St. (Highway 3) 

3/25/2014 Baker City, OR – Baker County Fairgrounds ▪ 2600 East Street  

3/26/2014 La Grande, OR – Blue Mountain Conference Center ▪ 404 12th Street 

3/27/2014 Halfway, OR – Lions Hall ▪ 235 Lion Street 

3/31/2014 Portland, OR–  Red Lion Convention Center ▪ 1021 NE Grand Avenue 

4/1/2014 Pendleton, OR – Pendleton Convention Center, W Rms 3 & 4 ▪ 1601 Westgate 

4/2/2014 Heppner, OR – Heppner City Hall  ▪ 111 North Main 

4/3/2014 Dayton, WA – Fair Grounds Youth Building, ▪ 1 North Pine 

4/4/2014  Kennewick, WA – Benton  PUD Auditorium ▪ 2721 West 10th Avenue 
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Background 

The Blue Mountains National Forests planning area covers a total of 4.9 million acres on three 

national forests spread across a 50,000 square mile landscape in eastern Oregon and 

southeastern Washington: Umatilla (1.4 million acres), Wallowa-Whitman (1.8 million acres), 

and Malheur National Forests (1.7 million acres) (includes a portion of the Ochoco National 

Forest administered by the Malheur). A separate Record of Decision and Revised Forest Plan 

will be prepared for each Forest and signed by the Regional Forester; however, the analysis of 

effects will be together in one environmental impact statement (EIS).  There is no need for 

change within the HCNRA, due to a relatively recent (2003) comprehensive management plan; 

therefore the Forest Plan does not include the HCNRA. Significant national resources include 

six Wilderness areas, eleven Wild and Scenic Rivers, and four Scenic Byways.  
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