
Five Distinct  

Wilderness Qualities: 

1. Natural 

2. Undeveloped 

3. Untrammeled 

4. Solitude 

5. Other Features 

Blue Mountain Forest Plan Revision DEIS 

Wilderness and Recommended Wilderness Area 

The Wilderness Act (Public Law 88-577) 

“…to secure for the American people of present and future generations the benefits of an enduring resource of wilderness...for the use 
and enjoyment of the American people in such manner as will leave them unimpaired for future use and enjoyment as wilderness.” 

1) Natural: “generally 

appears to have been affected 

primarily by the forces of 

nature.” 

2)  Undeveloped: “an area of undeveloped 

Federal land retaining its primeval character 

and influence, without permanent 

improvements or human habitation, which is 

protected and managed so as to preserve its 

natural conditions.” (P.L. 88-577) 

3)  Untrammeled:  “an area where 

the earth and its community of life 

are untrammeled by man, where man 

himself is a visitor who does not 

remain.” 

4)  Solitude: “Outstanding 

opportunities for solitude or a pristine 

and unconfined type of recreation” 

5)  Other Features: “May also contain 

ecological, geological, or other features of 

scientific, educational, scenic, or historical 

value.”  
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Management Area Desired Conditions 

Management Area 1A: Congressionally Designated Wilderness Area   
Desired Condition:  Designated wilderness areas exhibit primitive qualities. Opportunities for research, exploration, 

solitude, risk, challenge, and primitive recreation are widespread…  

Management Area 1B: Recommended Wilderness Areas  
Desired Condition:  Recommended wilderness areas exhibit primitive qualities. Opportunities for research, 

exploration, solitude, risk, challenge, and primitive recreation are widespread …uses are conducive to maintaining the 

wilderness characteristics of the areas. 

The proposed revised forest plan includes proposed recommended wilderness areas. 

Wilderness area recommendation in the final forest plan is a “preliminary 

administrative recommendation.” Recommendations will be reviewed and possibly 

modified by: 

• The Chief of the Forest Service 

• The Secretary of Agriculture 

• President of the United States 

ONLY Congress makes the final decisions on wilderness designation. 

The decision to propose a wilderness 

recommendation is based on various land 

management strategies and factors that 

include maintaining biological and natural 

function and diversity within and on the 

natural landscape. 



 Availability:   Areas meeting the capability requirements 

are considered potentially available for wilderness 

designation. The availability is conditioned by the value of 

and need for the wilderness resource compared to the 

value and need for other resources.   

 Recreations 

 Wildlife 

 Water/Fish 

 Range 

 Timber/Vegetation 

 Minerals 

 Cultural 

 Land Use/Special Uses 

 Fire 

 Insects and Disease 

 Private Lands 

Wilderness Need 

Factors 
Factor 1 – Location, Size, Type of Wilderness; Demographics; and 

Accessibility  

Blue Mountain Forest Plan Revision DEIS 

Wilderness and Recommended Wilderness Area 

o Environmental Elements 

o Opportunity for Solitude 

o Natural Integrity of the Area 

o Provides Challenge and Adventure 

o Primitive Outdoor Recreation Opportunities 

o Hiking/Backpacking Opportunities 

o Horseback Riding/Saddle Stock 

o Hunting/Fishing 

o Cross-Country Skiing/Snowshoeing 

 

Wilderness Need Evaluation 

1. The location, size, and type of other wilderness 

areas in the general vicinity and their distance from 

the proposed area.  

2. Present visitor pressure on other wilderness areas, 

the trends in use, changing patterns of use, 

population expansion factors, and trends and 

changes in transportation.  

3. The extent to which nonwilderness lands on the 

national forests or other federal lands are likely to 

provide opportunities for unconfined outdoor 

recreation experiences.  

4. The need to provide a refuge for those species that 

have demonstrated an inability to survive in less 

than primitive surroundings or the need for a 

protected area for other unique scientific values or 

phenomena.  

5. Within social and biological limits, management may 

increase the capacity of established wildernesses to 

support human use without unacceptable 

depreciation of the wilderness resource.  

6. An area’s ability to provide for preservation of 

identifiable landform types and ecosystems.  

Potential Wilderness Area Evaluation Process and Criteria 

MA 1B Desired Condition: Recommended wilderness areas exhibit 

primitive qualities. Opportunities for research, exploration, solitude, risk, 

challenge, and primitive recreation are widespread. On the trail system, 

opportunities for solitude are moderate to high, with few human 

encounters expected. Opportunities for solitude are high when traveling 

cross-country with almost no human encounters expected. Ecosystems 

are influenced by natural processes with little or no human intervention. 

Geological and ecological processes, such as wildfire and insects and 

disease disturbances, operate relatively free from the influence of humans. 

Predominately diverse, native vegetation results from natural succession 

and disturbance processes, while nonnative vegetation is rare. Uses are 

conducive to maintaining the wilderness characteristics of the areas. The 

recreation opportunity spectrum is primitive. 

MA 1A Desired Condition: Designated wilderness areas exhibit 

primitive qualities. Opportunities for research, exploration, solitude, risk, 

challenge, and primitive recreation are widespread. On the trail system, 

opportunities for solitude are moderate to high, with few human 

encounters expected. Opportunities for solitude are high when traveling 

cross-country with almost no human encounters expected. Campsites 

may be visible at popular destinations along water features and at major 

trail junctions. These sites accommodate moderate use. Directional and 

regulatory signs are primarily found at trailheads outside of this 

management area but some signs may be present within these areas along 

trails and junctions. Buildings are rare within this management area; 

however, the preservation of historical features or retention of facilities 

for administrative use may occur. Ecosystems are influenced by natural 

processes with little or no human intervention. Geological and ecological 

processes, such as wildfire and insects and disease, operate relatively free 

from the influence of humans.  Any influences upon these processes by 

humans is intended to protect human life; protect adjacent private 

property or private in-holdings; and reduce impacts to Federal facilities, 

historic or cultural structures, and threatened and endangered plant or 

animal species or species included in the regional forester’s sensitive 

species list. Predominately diverse, native vegetation results from natural 

succession and disturbance processes, while nonnative vegetation is rare. 

The recreation opportunity spectrum is primitive. 

Factor 2 – Use, Visitors, and Changing Patterns of Use  

Factor 3 –Opportunities for Unconfined Outdoor Recreation Experiences 

Factor 4 –Refuge for Species or Protected Areas 

Factor 5 – Capacity of Established Wildernesses to Support Human Use 

Factor 6 – Ability to Provide for Preservation of Landform Types and 

Ecosystems 

 Capability:   The degree to which that area contains 

the basic characteristics, based on The Wilderness Act, 

that make it suitable for wilderness recommendation.  

 Naturalness and Undeveloped Character 

 Primitive Recreational Opportunities and Challenge 

 Special Features 

 Manageability and Boundaries 

 Need:  Determining whether there is a need to 

recommend a potential wilderness area for wilderness 

study or designation. 

 Factor 1 – Location, Size, Type of Wilderness; 

Demographics; and Accessibility  

 Factor 2 – Use, Visitors, and Changing Patterns of 

Use  

 Factor 3 –Opportunities for Unconfined Outdoor 

Recreation Experiences 

 Factor 4 –Refuge for Species or Protected Areas 

 Factor 5 – Capacity of Established Wildernesses to 

Support Human Use 

 Factor 6 – Ability to Provide for Preservation of 

Landform Types and Ecosystems 

o Special Features 

o Unique Fish, Wildlife, Plants and/or Plant Associations 

o Potential or Existing Research Natural Area 

o Scenic Features 

o Significant Cultural Resources 

o Manageable Boundaries 

o Recognizable Boundaries (e.g. conform to terrain) 

o Boundary Isolates area from Influence by outside activities 

o Boundaries are manageable 

o Boundaries are a barrier to prohibited uses 

Additional Wilderness Area Evaluation Criteria: 

Forest Plan Revision 

Regulation: Identify and evaluate 

lands that may be suitable for 

inclusion in the National 

Wilderness Preservation System 

and determine whether to 

recommend any such lands for 

wilderness designation. 

Wilderness Inventory Criteria 

For areas to qualify for wilderness designation under the Wilderness Act, they must meet either criteria 1 and 3, or 

criteria 2 and 3 below: 

1.  Areas contain 5,000 acres or more. 

2.  Area contains less than 5,000 acres, but can meet one or more of the following criteria: 

 Areas can be preserved due to physical terrain and natural conditions; 

 Areas are self-contained ecosystems, such as an island, that can be effectively managed as a separate unit of the 

National Wilderness Preservation System; and 

 Areas are contiguous to existing wilderness, primitive areas, administration-endorsed wilderness, or potential 

wilderness in other Federal ownership, regardless of their size. 

3.  Areas to not contain forest roads (36 CFR 212.1) or other permanently authorized roads, except as permitted in areas 

east of the 100th meridian (Forest Service Handbook Section 71.12). 

Evaluation:   

Evaluation includes determining 

the mix of land and resource uses 

that best meet public need. 

Suitable areas are reviewed using 

test of capability, availability, and 

need. 

Inventory: 

A total of 76 potential wilderness 

areas were identified covering 

705,310 acres (approximately 13% 

of the Blue Mountain National 

Forest System lands). 

  

Suitable Area Evaluation: 

1) Capability 2)  Availability 3)  Need 
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