
GRAND ISLAND 
HARBOR  

RANGE LIGHTS 

Range lights are different from traditional 
lighthouses because they were not used to 
warn away ships but to provide them with a 
line of travel through dangerous waters.  
As shown above, the Grand Island Harbor 
Range Lights can be clearly seen from the 
water and have been a very valuable naviga-
tion tool. The 62-foot rear and the smaller 
23-foot front range lights were designed to 
work as a pair.  By keeping the rear range 
light aligned with the front range light, 
mariners were able to stay on the proper 
heading through the narrow channel west 
of Grand Island which leads to Munising 
Harbor. 
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 The range lights are located on M-28 across from 
the “Welcome to Christmas” sign. Tours of the 
Rear Range Light are available in the summer.  
Please contact the Munising Ranger District for 
times and details.  Future plans for the range lights 
include an interpretive site and parking area. 



Constructed in 1868, the original rear light was 
mounted on the keeper’s house located 500 feet from 
the lakeshore.  The light consisted of a “sixth order” 
Fresnel lens on a shore tower on top of the front 
part of the house and was visible 12 miles out on 
Lake Superior. 
 
In the early days, the lights could be reached by boat 
or a sandy trail from Munising.  There were many 
chores to do to maintain the lights and a written 
weather log was kept each day. When the current 
light was erected in 1914, the keeper’ house was 
moved to Munising and exists there today as a  
private dwelling. 

The light keeper, Mr. Dee (far right) with family and friends. 

The current rear light was erected in 1914.  
The top (white portion) was brought from 
Sault Ste. Marie where it had been used on 
the St. Mary’s River.  It was placed upon a 
base (black portion) bringing the light to a 
height of 64 feet.  It is currently bolted to a 
concrete foundation and contains a metal  
spiral staircase.   
 
By 1939, the light source was an acetylene gas 
flame which was focused into a beam by the 
Fresnel lens.   The Fresnel lens was  
replaced with an automated light in the 
1950’s.   
 
The rear range light was abandoned about 
1969, and in 1977 the Coast Guard  
transferred it to the Forest Service.  Today 
the rear light is not operational. 

Tucked away among the tag alders and swamp 
conifers along M-28,  The Grand Island Harbor 
Rear Range Light (a.k.a. Christmas Range Light) 
is easy to drive by without noticing. 
 
Despite the fact that this light is one of the  
tallest of the lights constructed in the Great 
Lakes using the riveted steel plate technique, it 
is relatively unknown and overshadowed by the 
more popular Grand Island East Channel Light-
house and Grand Island North Lighthouse. 
 
The range lights have now been placed on the 
National Register of Historic Light Stations, 
and an effort is underway to develop an  
interpretive site at the rear range light to attract 
and educate passing visitors. 

The front range light today with Grand Island  
in the distance. 

The original front light was atop a wooden 
structure of 24 feet and also had a Fresnel lens.  
It was visible for 10 miles.  In 1968, the front 
light was replaced with a 23 ft. white steel pole.  
Today the Coast guard owns the front light 
and maintains the working light on top. 


