
 
 

The rich diversity of the world’s cultures reflects a corresponding diversity in the wilds that gave them birth.    -- Aldo Leopold 

 
 

Visions of the Wild Festival~ Connecting Nature, Culture & Community! 
 

Celebrating 50 years of the Wilderness Act 
San Francisco Bay Area 

 
Vallejo, California ~ September 3-6, 2014 

 

On September 3, 1964, President Lyndon Johnson signed the Wilderness Act 
establishing our National Wilderness Preservation System. The Act is a landmark in 
conservation history because it allowed for the preservation of wilderness for the 
American public, and it now encompasses more than 100 million acres of land.  
Efforts are underway locally and across the country to commemorate the 50th 
Anniversary of this landmark legislation throughout 2014.  

The Forest Service, partnering with many other public, private and non-profit 

agencies and organizations, is planning a festival in Vallejo to celebrate the 50th 

anniversary of the Act.  

The Visions of the Wild Festival will bring ideas and values of wilderness to a diverse 

San Francisco Bay Area audience. Because it is recognized as the most diverse city 

in the United States, the festival will be held in Vallejo, California. This setting is 

appropriate given the festival’s focus on what wilderness (and wildness) means to 

the vast majority of Americans who live in cities and suburbs.    

By bringing together various partners, the festival seeks to be as inclusive as 

possible. The goal of the conference is to: 

● Raise Awareness so that more people understand and appreciate wilderness, 
its values, and its benefits; 

● Engage Youth and underserved communities; and 

● Foster Wilderness Stewardship by better connecting the broad wilderness 
network. 

Visions of the Wild will connect people to nature and wildness through various forms 

of cultural expression.  The multi-day festival will include author talks, panels, 

concerts, art exhibits, a film series, and field trips. Moreover it will open a dialogue 

for us to both discuss and learn about: 

● What “wilderness” means in diverse cultural contexts. 

● How wilderness values are expressed in the visual arts, music and literature. 

● What an urban wilderness looks like. 

● How we can “re-wild” our humanized landscapes. 

● How we can expand the circle of people who care about wild places. 

● How our understandings of wilderness and wilderness conservation 

paradigms will change in an era of global environmental change. 

 

 

With sponsorship by the Forest Service and others, the conference will be a 

signature event for the Wilderness 50th celebration and a significant contribution to 

world-wide conversation efforts for our remaining wild places. 

Visit us on the web at visionsofthewild.org/! 
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Vallejo Community Arts Foundation 
 
 
 
The City of Vallejo 
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Californians for Western Wilderness 
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The Student Conservation Association 

 

 U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

 

Vallejo Watershed Alliance 

 

Solano Land Trust 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Region 5 Wilderness 50 Coordinator 
Heather Davis 
[e]: hdavis@thesca.org 
[p]: 707.562.9187 
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