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By: Victor Cuevas, Park Ranger 
 

What is Wilderness?What is Wilderness?What is Wilderness?What is Wilderness?   
In simple terms, wilderness is a natural environment on 
earth that has not been significantly modified by the 
impact or actions of civilized human activity.  It may also 
be defined as the most intact, pristine, and undisturbed 
wild natural areas left on our planet, those last truly 
wild places that humans do not control and have not 
developed.  
 
Wilderness is the land that is rare, wild places where 
one can retreat from civilization, reconnect with the 
Earth, and find healing, meaning and significance.  The  
term wilderness is defined in the Wilderness Act as “an 
area where the earth and community of life are untram-
meled by man, where man himself is a visitor who does 
not remain" and "undeveloped Federal land retaining its 

primeval character and influence, with-
out permanent improvements or human 
habitation, which is protected and man-
aged so as to preserve its natural condi-
tions." 
 
Wilderness was feared during the earli-
er years of European settlement in 
America; when they were clearing forest areas and culti-
vating natural lands as their way to civilize the wild.  
Slowly, the public views of wilderness shifted more to-
ward protection orientation; emphasizing sustainable 
development as well as balance and harmony with na-
ture.  The Wilderness Act was signed into a law on Sep-The Wilderness Act was signed into a law on Sep-The Wilderness Act was signed into a law on Sep-The Wilderness Act was signed into a law on Sep-
tember 3 of 1964 by President Lyndon B. Johnsontember 3 of 1964 by President Lyndon B. Johnsontember 3 of 1964 by President Lyndon B. Johnsontember 3 of 1964 by President Lyndon B. Johnson, nine 
years after the first draft was written.  Then, the United 
States became the first country in the world to define  
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Celebrating 50 Years of the Wilderness Act! 

Welcome to the First Edition! 

By: Tinelle Bustam, VSEM Team Leader 
 

To our valued, El Yunque National Forest 
permitted outfitter and guides, we pre-
sent this biannual newsletter! This news-
letter is authored, compiled, and pub-
lished by the Visitor Services and Enjoy-
ment Management Team (VSEM).  
 
The purpose of this newsletter is to 
strengthen our communication by shar-
ing information and providing the oppor-
tunity for your voice to be heard. Specifi-
cally, we intend for this newsletter to 
make available a platform for communi-
cation of Forest events, happenings, and 
news; while also giving you the oppor-
tunity to share any questions or com-
ments you may have with Forest staff as 
well as fellow outfitter and guides.  
 

To do the latter, you will notice in each 
issue of this newsletter, the “Special Us-
es Corner.”  This is where the questions 
and comments you submit to the news-
letter will be responded to.  
 
We encourage you to share your ideas so 
they may be a part of future newsletters! 
 
While we are currently piloting this news-
letter, if we hear from you this endeavor 
is valuable and has utility to continue, 
we will do so and perhaps with greater 
frequency. In the meantime, expect to 
see this publication sent to you, electron-
ically,  twice each year.  
 
Thank you for reading this first edition 
and we look forward to many more fu-
ture publications! 
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and designate wilderness areas through law.  Subse-
quently, countries around the world have protected are-
as modeled after the Wilderness Act. Today, the Nation-
al Wilderness Preservation System protects 757 feder-
ally managed Wilderness areas, a total of 109,511,966 
acres in four federal land management agencies: the 
National Park Service, the U.S. Forest Service, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. 
 
El Toro WildernessEl Toro WildernessEl Toro WildernessEl Toro Wilderness    
    
El Toro Wilderness Legislation was initially introduced 
by Senator Hillary Clinton in 2004.  In December, 2005, 
President Bush signed into law the legislation intro-
duced by Puerto Rico Resident Commissioner Luis For-
tuño, designating 10,000 acres of Puerto Rico’s Carib-
bean National Forest/Luquillo Experimental Forest as 
wilderness; more than one-third of the forest's 28,000 
acres.   
 
El Toro Wilderness represents an area of unique ecolog-
ical and biological diversity; the forests of the most re-
mote upland areas represent some of the best exam-
ples of primary forests in Puerto Rico.  It is home to the 
endangered Puerto Rican Parrot, one of the most vul-
nerable species listed under the Endangered Species 
Act.  It is also habitat for other endangered wildlife spe-
cies including the Puerto Rican Sharp-shinned Hawk, 
the Broad-winged Hawk, The Elfin Woods Warbler, and 
the Puerto Rican Boa.   
 

Wilderness designation is not a prohibition for the use 
of the land; it’s a wise use of their resources in order to 
protect them for the use and benefits of all future gen-
erations.  Visiting a wilderness area is like visiting a dif-
ferent country, the natural wild country and to keep it 
like that there are laws and guidelines to follow, get 
familiarized with them before your visit. https://
www.wilderness.net/NWPS/pubLawLib 
 
This year our Nation will celebrate "50 Years of Wilder-
ness" in September 3, 2014.  There will be events pro-
gramed for the whole year in most of the wilderness 
areas including ours, El Toro Wilderness.  For details of 
all future events visit the 2014 calendar of events in 
our Forest website http://www.fs.usda.gov/elyunque or 
at the Wilderness 50th celebration webpage http://
www.wilderness50th.org/events.php .For additional 
wilderness resources you may visit the following web-
site www.wilderness.net 
 
Be aware that the Tradewinds trail and El Toro trail are 
currently closed for public.  They are to be repaired in 
the near future.  Ask for their status before planning 
any hike. 
 
Remember, keep our wilderness wild!   
  

Volume 1, Issue 1 Tradewinds Talk 

“Wilderness is not a  

luxury but a necessity of 

the human spirit” 
-Edward Abby 

View from El Toro Peak towards the southeast portion of the Forest. (Photo credit: V. Cuevas) 
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By: Carmelo Ortiz, Law Enforcement Officer 
 
The Law Enforcement and Investigations 
(LEI) unit is an essential part of the Forest 
Service. It is a diverse workforce committed 
to integrity, responsibility, and accountability. 
Our main objectives are to protect the visi-
tors, employees, and natural resources; in-
vestigate and enforce applicable laws and 
regulations which affect El Yunque, and pre-
vent criminal violations through education to 
visitors and users of applicable laws and reg-
ulations on federal lands.    
 
Visiting El Yunque National Forest can be a 
wonderful experience. Your clients may enjoy 
recreating by walking on a trail, engaging in 
bird watch activities, or simply appreciating 
the view from an overlook.  Whatever your 
activity, chances are there may be other peo-
ple in the area. Although most people are 
there to enjoy El Yunque, some are not.    The 
following recommendations are intended to 
provide you and your clients some precau-
tionary guidelines associated to personal 
safety. 
 

• Be alert and aware of your surrounding 
and other people in the area. 

• Trust your instincts. If you feel uncom-
fortable in a place or situation, leave 
right away and get help if necessary. 

• Try to be observant of others and use 
discretion in acknowledging strangers. 

• Best to avoid confrontations. 

• Be respectful of your fellow outdoors 
enthusiasts. Promote the use of good 
manners when interacting with others. 

• Carry a cell phone if coverage is availa-
ble in the area.  

• Carry a noisemaker, such as whistle.  

• Best to not pick up hitchhikers.  

• Recommend not to make yourself a tar-
get by dangling your purse or showing 
your wallet. 

• Suggest to go in pairs or in groups. 

• When parking your vehicle, remember to 
lock it, and do not leave valuables visi-
ble. 

 
 At El Yunque National Forest, we are com-
mitted to the objectives above and encour-
age you to report any suspicious activity im-
mediately by calling the emergency contacts 
on the side,  or the Forest’s main office at:  
(787) 888-1880 / 888-1810. 
 

Law Enforcement Safety Tips 
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By: Myrna Tirado, Visitor Information Technician 
 
For those professionals that would like to enhance their skills and knowledge throughout 
interpretation, the following publications may be beneficial for you: 
 

• Beck, L.; Cable, T. 2011. The gifts of interpretation: fifteen guiding principles for inter-

preting nature and culture. Third edition. Sagamore Publishing, Urbana, Illinois, 205p. 

• Brochu, L.; Merriman, T. 2008. Personal Interpretation: connecting your audience to 

heritage resources. Heartfelt Publications, Ft. Collins, Colorado. 100p. 

• Knapp, D. 2007. Applied Interpretation: putting research into practice. National Associ-

ation for Interpretation, Ft. Collins, Colorado, 172p. 

• Ham, S. 2013. Interpretation-Making a Difference on Purpose. Fulcrum Publishing, 

Golden, Colorado, 320p. 

Recommended Reading Resources for Interpretation 

Emergency Contacts:Emergency Contacts:Emergency Contacts:Emergency Contacts:    

9999----1111----1111    

Rio Grande State Police 

(787) 887-2020   

(787) 888-2110 

 

Rio Grande Municipal  

Police 

(787) 887-5710 

 

Rio Grande Emergency  

Management 

(787) 888-5590 

 

Luquillo State Police 

(787) 889-2020   

(787) 889-2727 

 

Luquillo Municipal Police 

(787) 889-5500   

(787) 889-5501 

 

Luquillo Emergency  

Management 

(787) 889-3193  

(787) 889-0481 

(Image credit: NAI) 

Officers  C. Ortiz and  D. Ortiz at the Stone 

House (Photo Credit: D. Ortiz) 
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By: Myrna Tirado, Visitor Information Technician 
 

The Forest Management Plan is the document that pro-
vides a framework to guide the use, protection and 
management of the Forest’s natural and cultural re-
sources.  It is broad in scope and provides guidance for 
the decision-making process for future site-specific pro-
jects.  The plan also serves to establish sustainable 
socioeconomic relationships between the Forest and 
the diverse public interests.   
 
Since the current Forest Plan was approved in 1997, 
many things have evolved, and the Forest is in the pro-
cess of updating the plan.  In 2012 El Yunque National 
Forest was selected among eight forests nationwide as 
“early adopter” to begin the Forest Plan Revision pro-
cess utilizing a revised planning method.  
  
The process began with a series of listening sessions 
with the communities and stakeholders to inform them 
about the new planning process.  The Forest Service 
provides the public with the opportunity to collaborate 
and be involved throughout the planning process.  A 
diverse citizen’s collaboration group has been estab-
lished to help the Forest outreach to the community.   
  

A group of Forest special-
ists  recently completed 
an assessment review of 
the 1997 Forest Plan 
environmental, social, 
economic, and cultural 
conditions and opportu-
nities of the Forest. The 
assessment is now avail-
able for your review and 
comments at the following web address: 
www.fs.usda.gov/elyunque/planning/assessment 
  
The Outfitters and Guides, as regular users of the For-
est , are encouraged to look into these reports, become 
familiar with the information, learn about any changes 
that the Forest has experienced and provide comments 
or suggestions throughout the process.  Remember 
that future decisions on how the Forest is managed will 
depend on the direction established in the Forest Man-
agement Plan.  The opportunity to participate in forums 
and comment on the planning process should not be 
missed.  To learn more about the Plan process and 
timelines, please check the Forest website at 
www.fs.usda.gov/elyunque/planning 

 

Forest Land Management Plan Revision 
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    (Image credit: Forest Service) 

Coming Soon! 

By: Jose “Pepe” Ortega, Recreation Program Leader 
 
The Forest is in the final review process for the new trail-
head signs, forest maps and information panels and flip 
books at El Portal.  The consultant who designed the signs 
located on the elevated walkway was also engaged in this 
project.  The new trail signs and maps will have photos and 
updated interpretive information.  The existing sign posts 
will be repaired and painted as part of this project. 
 
The new signs at El Portal will include updated timeline, a 
revised map of Puerto Rico, and other nature destinations 
such as state forests, lakes and light towers.  The flip books 
will also have a new design layout and new information and 
themes.  There will also be a revised Forest Map at the Por-
talito with new information for the Forest visitor’s.  
 

The new signs will complement the layout and design which 
were used in the interpretive signs that are located along 
the El Portal Elevated Walkway.  The signs should be ready 
for installation this summer. 
 
Keep on the look-out for these new interpretive amenities 
to be located throughout the Forest. 

Example of flipbook.  (Photo credit “cropped”: V. Nieves) 

 

Your comments and feedback are always welcomed, please feel free to send them to Myrna Tirado, Visitor Information Tech-

nician at mtirado@fs.fed.us  

We want to hear from you 
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By: Cynthia Manfred, Park Ranger 
 
Leave No Trace, or LNT refers to a set of out-
door ethics and also to a nonprofit organization 
that teaches those principles. LNT principles 
are designed to promote conservation in the 
outdoors. The organization LNT exists to edu-
cate people about their recreational impact on 
nature as well as the principles of LNT to pre-
vent and minimize such impacts.  
 
Leave No Trace is built on Seven Principles: 
Plan Ahead and Prepare, Travel and Camp on 
Durable Surfaces, Dispose of Waste Properly, 
Leave What You Find, Minimize Campfire Im-
pacts, Respect Wildlife, and Be Considerate of 
Other Visitors. The Seven Principles have been 
adapted to different activities, ecosystems and 
environments. 
 
 
 

Plans to remove trash bins from the Forest’s 
recreational areas will be progressively imple-
mented and education will be an integral part 
of the plan, where entities like yours will play 
an essential role so that visitors of El Yunque 
take full responsibility for their waste in new 
ways. It implies that all objects, materials or 
substances that came in with each visitor, 
must be removed from the Forest as they 
leave. 
 

On a larger scope, redefining our interactions 

with the natural world and the impact we have 

as recreationists is a concept coming on strong 

in the 21st Century. Certainly LNT is a concept 

to make our own.  To learn more about the 

Leave No Trace principles and techniques, 

please visit www.lnt.org 

Leave No Trace at El Yunque NF 
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Leave No Trace Logo                            

(Image credit: LNT) 

El  Yunque Trivia: 
By: VSEM Team 

 

1. What is the concept behind the El Portal roof design? 

2. What is the noisiest animal during the night? 

3. What is the tree species that forms family groups attached by the roots? 

4. Out of the 17 coqui species that live in PR, which is the only species endemic 

to El Yunque? 

5. What is the endemic species that occurs only inside the El Toro Wilderness? 

6. Which federal agency manages the most wilderness areas? 

7. How can you tell a male snail from a female snail? 

8. How many municipalities overlap within the El Yunque National Forest? 

9. Where can you find the Bird-of-Paradise in the Forest? 

10. How many people do you think can safely fit in La Mina Falls? 

        Answers on page 6 

“All Good Things 

are Wild and 

Free” 
-Henry David Thoreau 

Heliconia “heliconia jacquinii” (Photo 

credit: M. Tirado) 

Did you know that cigarette butts are the most frequently littered item in the US and across the globe? 

According to a research made by Keep America Beautiful (KAB), 95% of the cigarette filters are composed of 

cellulose acetate, a form of plastic which do not degrade quickly, and persist in the environment.  This causes other 

impacts such as toxic chemicals transferred into the ground or watersheds, possible fire threat when not disposed 

properly, and ingestion by marine and wildlife when mistaken as food.  Please help us transmit this message 

throughout your clients in order to keep our recreation areas litter free. 



 

6 

Food Concession New Offering 

By:  Rolando Feria, Business Owner 
 

El Yunque National Forest Food Concession, 
Yuquiyu Delights offers a new menu.  From 
breakfast to late lunch, visitors will enjoy a 
varied menu at main locations in El Portal and 
Sierra Palm Recreation Area.    
 

 
Breakfast items include oatmeal, egg platter 
and even pancakes, all made at the moment, 
with your choice of ham or bacon, and toasts.  
A variety of sandwiches, wraps and salads all 
freshly made upon ordering, with your choice 
of bread and/or tortilla will provide the visitors 
with a light and fresh alternative.  
If coffee is your passion, then a variety of es-

presso, mocha, and cappuccino are also avail-
able as new items using premium puertorri-
can coffee.  Fruit smoothies and ice creams 
are also available along with traditional sides 
like ‘tostones and amarillos”, green or sweet 
plantains. 
 
From vegetarian to kids’ friendly options, the 
clients will enjoy a simple and attractive 
menu.  Come and visit us at Yuquiyu Delights 
Café & Grill. 
 
Group orders, or picnics can be arranged in 
advance by contacting us at: 
 (787) 396-0970, or peniro@coqui.net 

By: Zoraida Rosa,  Eastern National  Caribbean 
Regional Manager 
 

For a decade, visitors have regularly con-
sulted the El Yunque National Forest web-
site informative Wildlife Facts and Endemic 
Plant Facts features to research school pro-
jects or just to find out more about the re-
markable tropical forest animals and plants 
that populate El Yunque. These facts had 
been compiled by forest volunteer natural 
history writer: Alan Mowbray Jr. who upon 
his recent retirement released two essential 
guidebooks: The Animals of El YunqueThe Animals of El YunqueThe Animals of El YunqueThe Animals of El Yunque, and 
The Trees of El YunqueThe Trees of El YunqueThe Trees of El YunqueThe Trees of El Yunque (2012).  
 
Intended to fit easily into a visitor's pocket 
or backpack, each book's concise species 
taxonomy, descriptions, and habitat defini-
tions are accompanied by full-color photos 
and a whole lot of details, not found else-

where. The species described in the books 
are those that forest visitors are most likely 
to encounter and want to learn more about 
while hiking El Yunque’s lush rainforest na-
ture trails. 
 
Visitors can purchase these guide-books at 
the El Portal Rainforest Center's East-
ern National Bookstore and satellite 
locations throughout the Forest. East-
ern National Books store has a large 
amount of publications and merchandise of 
which many are only found in our stores. 
We want to welcome you and your clients to 
our book stores and see what we have new. 
 
For additional information regarding 
these publications and other products 
you may contact the store by calling at: 
(787) 887-0032 

Two New Books About El Yunque 

 

              (Image credit: Eastern National) 
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(Image credit: Yuquiyu 

Delights) 

ANSWERS: 1) As you travel along the PR-191 corridor, trees are large and tall at lower elevations, while at higher eleva-

tions trees are smaller.  This shift in size and height mirrors the columns at El Portal. The columns at the entrance are 

large and tall, while at the columns at the upper plaza columns are shorter. 2) Tree cricket/cicada “tribicen pruinosa” 3) 

Candlewood tree/Tabonuco “dacryodes excelsa” 4) Dwarf coqui/coqui duende “eleutherodactylus unicolor” 5) Luquillo 

Mountain babyboot orchid “lepanthes eltoroensis” 6) Forest Service: 30%  7) Trick question!  All snails are hermaphro-

dites, i.e. they have the reproductive organs of both sexes and all have the capability of reproducing and laying eggs 8) 

Eight: Canovanas, Rio Grande, Luquillo, Fajardo, Ceiba, Juncos, Las Piedras, and Naguabo. 9) Another trick question! 

There is no Bird-of-Paradise “strelitzia reginae” in the Forest.  10) To be determined. This is one example of a number that 

we are actively seeking as we move forward with our carrying capacity study. 
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By: Christina Henderson, Special Uses   Program Lead 
 
Greetings.  I’m Christina Henderson, and I’m 
pleased to be a part of El Yunque staff.   
After obtaining my Bachelor’s and Master's 
degrees in Urban Forestry from Southern 
University, I began working with the Forest 
Service in 2006. In 2009, I began work in 
Special Use Administration, and in 2011, I 
completed the Beginning Lands and Realty 
Academy in Phoenix, Arizona. I worked in 
the Kisatchie National Forest in Pineville, 
Louisiana before coming to El Yunque. 
 
For me, the natural beauty that is being 

protected and admired in our national forests is unparalleled.  
I am grateful to our outfitters and guides, who work so hard to 
introduce the public to this natural beauty while keeping in 
mind the safety of our visitors and the importance of conserv-
ing the environment.  I am also cognizant of the work that you 
do that is beyond what’s required – the background research 
about the flora and fauna of the area, being helpful and posi-
tive with all of our guests, and encouraging good stewardship 
of the Forest in the many different ways that often go           
 

unnoticed.  For all of these things, I thank you and am proud 
to be working with you. 
 
I want to take this moment to inform you that not only are we 
are exploring ways to streamline our permit process, but we 
are developing this publication that features detailed infor-
mation about the Forest.   
 
This publication will assist you in informing guests about the 
Forest, and also in maintaining a sense of uniformity and 
credibility among all of our hardworking outfitters. 
 
I look forward to talking with you in our Open House, which will 
be held in June 19, 2014.  The Open House will be the forum 
in which you can share your comments, questions, and con-
cerns regarding the important work that you do here at El Yun-
que. 
 
If you have any individual questions and concerns before 
then, please do not hesitate to contact me at (787) 888-5611 
or by email at christinachenderson@fs.fed.us 

Special Uses Corner 

By: Claudia Hartley, Visitor Services Fellow 

 
This summer we are implementing the first phase of 
our Forest Trash Free Zone Initiative.  
 

 
A Trash Free ZoneTrash Free ZoneTrash Free ZoneTrash Free Zone is an area 
in the Forest where visitors 
are expected to practice 
Leave No Trace ethics by 
carrying out all the trash they 
generate. Trash cans will be 
removed from these areas 
and visitors will need to plan 
ahead when bringing con-
sumable items into a Trash 
Free Zone. 
 
 
Overflowing trash cans detract from the scenic quality 
of a visitor’s experience at El Yunque and damage our 
Wild and Scenic Rivers.  Please help conserve the 
health and beauty of our Forest by educating your cli-
ents about the Trash Free Zone Initiative.   
 
    

    
                Trash Free Zone FAQsTrash Free Zone FAQsTrash Free Zone FAQsTrash Free Zone FAQs: 
 

• Where is the Trash Free Zone?:  The first Trash 
Free Zone includes La Mina Falls, Big Tree a Mina Falls, Big Tree a Mina Falls, Big Tree a Mina Falls, Big Tree 
Trail, and La Mina Trail. Trail, and La Mina Trail. Trail, and La Mina Trail. Trail, and La Mina Trail.  

• When does the Trash Free Zone Initiative 
begin?   The first zone will be established in 
June. Trash cans will be removed from this  
area in October. 

• Who benefits from a Trash Free Forest?  
The visitor, the forest, and the Forest Service 
all benefit from reduced trash in El Yunque.   
 

Tip: Tip: Tip: Tip:  Remember to bring a trash bag.  If your 
clients will be taking snacks or other trash-

generating items into La Mina Falls, please plan ahead 
and bring a bag to collect their trash. Remember: trash 
cans will soon be removed from this area and visitors 
need to carry out everything they bring in. 
 
For more information on the Trash Free Zone Initiative, 
please contact Forest Fellow Claudia Hartley at         
claudiaehartley@fs.fed.us.  

Prepare to Be Trash Free! 

Christina Henderson 

(Photo Credit: FS) 
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Visitor Services and Enjoyment      
Management  (VSEM) Team 
 
Tinelle BustamTinelle BustamTinelle BustamTinelle Bustam, PhD., VSEM Team Leader 
(787) 888-5654;  tbustam@fs.fed.us 
 

Jose R OrtegaJose R OrtegaJose R OrtegaJose R Ortega, Recreation Program Leader        
(787) 888-56513;  jrortega@fs.fed.us 
 

Christina C. HendersonChristina C. HendersonChristina C. HendersonChristina C. Henderson, SU Program Lead 
(787) 888-5611;  
christinachenderson@fs.fed.us 
 

Victor CuevasVictor CuevasVictor CuevasVictor Cuevas, Park Ranger 
(787) 888-5610; vcuevas@fs.fed.us 
 

Cynthia ManfredCynthia ManfredCynthia ManfredCynthia Manfred, Park Ranger 
(787) 888-1880, Extension #5507    
cmanfred@.fs.fed.us 
 

Myrna TiradoMyrna TiradoMyrna TiradoMyrna Tirado, Visitor Information Technician    
(787) 888-5617; mtirado@fs.fed.us 
 

Sidney SalyerSidney SalyerSidney SalyerSidney Salyer, SU Contractor 
(787) 888-1880, Extension #5501    
ssalyer@fs.fed.us 
 

Claudia HartleyClaudia HartleyClaudia HartleyClaudia Hartley, Visitor Services Fellow 
(787) 888-5665; claudiaehartley@fs.fed.us 
    

Ruth CarrasquilloRuth CarrasquilloRuth CarrasquilloRuth Carrasquillo,  Visitor Services Volunteer 
 

El Yunque National ForestEl Yunque National ForestEl Yunque National ForestEl Yunque National Forest    

HC 01 Box 13490 

Rio Grande, PR  00745 

Phone: (787) 888-1880 

Website: www.fs.usda.gov/elyunque 

Twitter: ElYunqueNF 


