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Hello and welcome to spring! 
 

I don’t know about you, but I love spring.  Trees begin to 
bud, flowers blossom, the days are longer, and the 
temperatures feel oh so great!  Plus, if you love the 

outdoors, it is an absolute fantastic time to be in nature.  
Yes, whether you love exploring the Shawnee National 
Forest by trail or prefer to find a quiet spot fishing, the 

Shawnee offers something for everyone.  In fact, if you like 
to camp, be sure to check out page two of this edition as 
you will want to make note of our 2015 Fee-Free Days at 

some of our wonderful campgrounds. 

As you begin to plan your upcoming spring and summer 
visits to the Shawnee, make sure to contact us with any 

questions you may have.  We have great people who can 
provide feedback to help ensure you and yours have a fun, 

safe outing! 

Before you head out, though, make sure to check out some 
of our latest and greatest Shawnee news on the following 
pages!  From a new addition to our Law Enforcement & 
Investigation (LE&I) team to a restoration work through 

partnerships at Kinkaid Lake, there is much to share! 

Wishing you a wonderful spring!   
 

Amanda G. Patrick 

Public Affairs Officer 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forest  
Service 

Shawnee National Forest 
50 Highway 145 South 

Harrisburg, Illinois  62946 
Voice:  618-253-7114 

 

Stay Connected! 
Find  Us on Facebook:  Shawnee National Forest 
Follow Us on Twitter:  Shawnee National  Forest 

Visit Us on the Web:  Shawnee National Forest 

http://www.facebook.com/shawneenatlforest
http://twitter.com/shawneenf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/shawnee
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Looking to stay in connected to the latest and greatest Shawnee National Forest (NF) News? 
If so… 

Click here to follow the Shawnee NF on Facebook and Twitter! 
 

 

 
Shawnee National Forest Announces 2015 Fee-Free Days 

 
The U.S. Forest Service will waive fees at most of its day-use recreation sites several times in 2015, beginning with January 19, 
2015 in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
 
“These fee-free days are our way of thanking our millions of visitors but also to encourage more people to visit these great 
public lands,” said U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell.  “These lands belong to all Americans, and we encourage everyone 
to open the door to the great outdoors.” 
 
No fees are charged at any time on 98 percent of national forests and grasslands, and approximately two-thirds of developed 
recreation sites in national forests and grasslands, can be used for free.  Check with your local forest or grassland or 
on Recreation.gov (link is external) to see if your destination charges a fee.  Fees are used to help cover the cost of safe, clean 
facilities.  Use the Forest Service map to find a national forest or grassland near you. 
 
The Shawnee National Forest campgrounds included in the fee waiver are as follows:  Garden of the Gods, Pounds Hollow, 
Camp Cadiz, Pine Hills, and Johnson Creek.  Please note that concessionaire operated campgrounds are not included in the 
fee waiver. 
 

 January 19, 2015:   Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day (link is external), which honors the legacy of the civil rights 
leader and encourages Americans to participate in the MLK Day of Service; Free camping at non-reserved campsites 
Saturday, January 17, 2015 and Sunday, January 18, 2015. 
February 16, 2015:  President’s Day, honoring our nation’s Presidents with particular attention towards commemorating 
President Washington and President Lincoln; Free camping at non-reserved campsites Saturday, February 14, 2015 
and Sunday, February 15, 2015. 

 June 13, 2015:  National Get Outdoors Day (link is external), a day when federal agencies, nonprofit organizations and 
the recreation industry encourages healthy, outdoor activities; Free camping at non-reserved campsites on Friday, June 
12, 2015 and Saturday, June 13, 2015. 

 September 26, 2015:  National Public Lands Day (link is external), the nation’s largest, single-day volunteer effort in 
support of public lands; Free camping at non-reserved campsites on Friday, September 25, 2015 and Saturday, 
September 26, 2015. 

 November 11, 2015:  Veterans Day (link is external), commemorates the end of World War I and pays tribute to all 
military heroes past and present; Free camping at non-reserved campsites on Saturday, November 6, 2015 and 
Sunday, November 7, 2015. 

 
See a list of other federal land management agency fee-free days. 
 
Encouraging use of public lands supports the goals of President Obama's America's Great Outdoors (link is external), an effort 
with a premise that the protection of the nation’s natural heritage is a non-partisan objective shared by all Americans. America’s 
Great Outdoors turns to communities for local, grassroots conservation initiatives and seeks to rework inefficient policies and to 
make the federal government a better partner with states, tribes and local communities. 
 
America’s public lands provide health benefits to visitors.  America’s national forests and grasslands managed by the Forest 
Service offer more than 150,000 miles of trails, which include hiking, biking, equestrian and motorized trails, and more than 
10,000 developed recreation sites.  Visitors can choose a wide variety of recreational activities using more than 57,000 miles of 
streams, 122 alpine ski areas, 338,000 heritage sites, 9,100 miles of National Scenic Byways, 22 National Recreation Areas, 11 
National Scenic Areas, seven National Monuments, one national preserve and one national heritage area. 
 
The fee-free program is in cooperation with other federal land management agencies under the Federal Lands Recreation 
Enhancement Act.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/shawneenatlforest
http://twitter.com/shawneenf
http://www.recreation.gov/
http://www.fs.fed.us/ivm
http://mlkday.gov/
http://mlkday.gov/
http://www.nationalgetoutdoorsday.org/
http://www.publiclandsday.org/
http://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday
http://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/2015-fee-free-days.html
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Shawnee National Forest LE&I Gain New K9 Team Member 
 

The Shawnee National Forest and Law Enforcement and Investigation (LE&I) have a new 

member of the LE&I team, Samio, a 3 year old German Shepherd.  K9 Samio is a 3 year old 
German Shepherd, certified in Patrol and Narcotics work and is assigned to LE&I Officer Joan 
Rizkallah.  Officer Rizkallah and K9 Samio spent 6 weeks together in training as K9 Samio 

began his formal LE&I training in September 2014 and officially began duty on the Shawnee in 
November.  K9 Samio is looking forward to being of service in his LE&I duties as the Shawnee 

National Forest and LE&I personnel seek to ensure our national forest lands are protected, 
ensuring the safety of visitors and safeguard of our public lands. 
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Contact us at 1-800-MY-WOODS, stop by one of our offices (locations in Harrisburg, Vienna and 

Jonesboro) and/or visit our website (Shawnee NF) to plan your next visit and enjoy some great moments 

outdoors! 

 

Supporting Search and Rescue Efforts in Southern Illinois 
 

The Shawnee National Forest and Law Enforcement and Investigation (LE&I) are working in partnership with local 
county governments to provide resource support for search and rescue and fire teams in southern Illinois.  The (LE&I) 
personnel have created a list of mutually beneficial initiatives that meet the needs of all the agencies involved.  Some of 
these include; providing map data and hands on training for (GPS) Global Positioning Units and search and rescue.  
The end goal is to strengthen response time and overall assistance to visitors who become lost or injured while 
building the partnership between the Forest and local government officials. 

 
 
 
 
      

 
 
 
 

 

Kinkaid Lake Project Receives Landscape Restoration Partnership Funding 
 

Built in the early 1970s, Kinkaid Lake has been essential to thousands of people as not only a source of drinking 
water but for recreation and scenic attractions; however, the lake and its surrounding watershed are in need of 
restoration.   To tackle such a large scale project would require a strong partnership effort.  This is exactly what is 
happening at Kinkaid Lake.  Recently, the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) and Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) were the recipients of the Chief’s Joint Landscape Restoration Partnership Award.  Joining these two federal 
agencies are key partners who will join forces to implement time-tested conservation practices on the land 
surrounding Kinkaid Lake.  Total estimate for the Kinkaid Lake Watershed Restoration Project three-year plan is just 
over $1 million.  Implementation will begin this year with NRCS contributing $145,000, the USFS $265,000 and local 
partner contributions of another $31,000.  With these funds, the federal agencies will support local efforts and work 
with surrounding land owners to improve water quality for the 2,350-acre lake that provides drinking water for 
about 30,000 people in southern Illinois.  The primary water quality concerns include controlling phosphorus 
contributions from nonpoint sources like agriculture and reducing soil erosion and sedimentation into the lake. 
 
 
      

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/shawnee
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Shawnee National Forest Hosts Bottomland Forest 
Climate Change Workshop 

 
In partnership with the Northern Institute of Applied 
Climate Science and Ducks Unlimited, the Shawnee 
National Forest hosted a workshop focused on climate 
change impacts and adaptation in bottomland forests.  
The workshop, held January 21st – 22nd, brought 
together natural resource managers from across the 
central hardwoods region to discuss ways to 
incorporate climate change considerations and identify 
actions for adaptation in their own real-world forest 
management projects.    

      

   

 

Take Note! -Look for future quarterly editions of Shawnee Successes to be found online via the 

Shawnee NF website.  Those interested in receiving an electronic copy may do so by sending name and 

email to the following:  mailroom_r9_shawnee@fs.fed.us. 

Shawnee National Forest Website  
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USDA Non-Discrimination Statement 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  To file a complaint of discrimination, 

write:  USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free 

Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice 

users). 
  
 

 

Don’t Forget! – Bi-annual Snake Road Closure 

On March 15th, 2015, the Shawnee National Forest temporarily 
closed LaRue Road #345 (also known as the Snake Road) 
between mile post 3.0 and mile post 5.8.  This section of the 
road will remain closed until May 15th, 2015.  The road is 
closed seasonally for the protection of migrating snakes and 
amphibians as they make the seasonal journey from their 
summer swamp habitats to their winter hibernation areas.  
Some of these species have been identified as threatened and 
endangered by both the state of Illinois and the U.S. Forest 
Service.  By closing the road added protection is provided to 
help ensure the reptile’s safe crossing during this critical time 
of migration.  
 
Though the road is closed to vehicular traffic, the ability to 
travel to the migration area by foot is available.  For more 
information about the snake migration and/or the LaRue-Pine 
Hills Ecological Area, please contact the Shawnee National 
Forest office in Jonesboro, Illinois at (618) 833-8576. 

 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/shawnee
mailto:mailroom_r9_shawnee@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/shawnee

