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The Rim Fire started in August 2013 and eventually burned 257,314 acres, including 154,530 acres on the Stanislaus 

National Forest. Burned Area Emergency Response work to address immediate hazards has been completed with the 

exception of storm patrol and monitoring. The Stanislaus National Forest has produced:  

 

1. An environmental assessment (EA) for hazard tree removal along 194 miles of high use Forest Service 

roads, administrative and recreation facilities, and areas adjacent to private infrastructure. The EA includes 

10,315 acres of NFS lands, of which 8,986 acres are along roads. The Rim HT EA Decision Notice and 

Finding of No Significant Impact were signed on April 25, 2014. Implementing contracts for this project 

have been awarded.  

2. A Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Rim Fire Recovery Project proposes to lessen the 

potential for future catastrophic fire by reducing the fuel loading and capture the perishable economic 

commodity value of the fire killed trees through timber salvage. The proposed DEIS includes work on 

44,461 acres of NFS lands, of which 16,315 acres are along roads. The Draft EIS 30-day public comment 

period ended on June 16, 2014. The draft EIS is available online at 

http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=43033. A decision is scheduled for August 2014. 

 

Update for the week of July 1, 2014:  

• ROD is expected near the end of August.   

• Additional phases of the project to begin soon. 

ID Team Lead:  

• PSW Research Station scientists will be addressing DEIS questions requiring a science-based response.  

• Over 5,600 comments were received.    

Engineering:  

• Information on road safety concerns and closures needs better distribution.  

• Extra measures are being taken to provide BLM crews with safety data. 

• Surveying will proceed in a systematic fashion according to the order of the awarded timber sales.   

Partnership:  

• Tuolumne Country Sherriff’s Office is partnering with the Forest by providing male and female inmate 

trail crews.   

Communications: 

• The Rim Recovery newspaper will be delayed slightly due to a business plan modification.   

 

 
 

Questions?  Please contact:  Rim Fire Recovery Information (209) 432-3709.  

Eighty incense cedar benches were hand-crafted from wood 

recovered off the Rim Fire.  A Vietnam veteran out of New 

Castle, California, headed up the project.  The wood for the 

benches was milled in Twain Harte by a family business.  

According to the work leader, all of the employees hired on 

the project came from within a 50 mile radius of Pinecrest 

Lake.  Materials were also purchased locally, making this a 

true local success story. 


