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Welcome to the Eagle Cap Wilderness, an ecological treasure.  Fire is one of the 
factors that have impacted the Eagle Cap Wilderness throughout history and is a 
significant factor in creating the beautiful surroundings you came to visit.   
 
There are many fires burning in our region right now.  Two fires (Hurricane Creek 
and Cougar) are in the immediate vicinity and could have an impact on your visit.  
Just remember, when you enter the wilderness, you, like fire, are part of the 
natural ecological system.  Take time to know your neighbor.   
 

1.  Before you begin, get updated on where fires are, their status, and what 
trails are closed.  It is best to make adjustments BEFORE you embark on 
your hike.   

 
Tell someone your itinerary; our staff, a friend, or a relative. 

 
Get a current map so you can adjust your route if necessary to get back to 

your vehicle or out to a location where you can get assistance. 
 

2.  While you are out, take time to look up and see what is going on around 
you.  Conditions change and you don't want to be caught unaware. 
 

If you see heavy smoke, take time to assess where it is coming from and if 
there is a risk to your intended route.  A change in weather (high wind, 
higher temperatures, lower humidity, lightning) may cause fire to become 
a serious risk to those hiking in the area.  Don't be caught unaware. 
 

Be aware of your surroundings.  Lighting is the main cause of fire in the 
wilderness and fires can lay dormant for many days.   
 

If you run across a fire, make note of its location, leave the area, and report it 
as soon as you are able.  Do not try to put a fire out.  You can easily 
find yourself at risk by taking the wrong action or being without proper 
tools and clothing. 
 

3.  When you come out, check-in with who had your itinerary.  They want to 
know you are safe and will want to hear about your trip. 

 
Don't let fire stop or ruin your trip. 

            Enjoy the wilderness we all love! 
 

For trail/fire information: Contact the District Office in Joseph 
Phone:  541-426-5546 or 541-523-1246 

Location: 301 East 2nd Street  
(old Joseph Elementary School; two blocks east of main street)  


