
Autumn days come quickly, like the running of a 
hound on the moor.  
-  Irish Proverb  
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Last week, some people wondered why 
we had fall color reports already.  This 
week, some people were already crying 
“Peak!”  Fall not only progressed this 

week, it sprinted.  While not 
even close to peak really, 
there are some trees that 
have definitely given up on 
summer.  If you look across 
the forest at a scenic vista, it 
isn’t so much the birch, 
maples, and aspen which 
catch your eye, as the dark evergreens which stand out more and against the 
yellowing hardwoods, with an occasional stand out tree or patch of trees in 
flame.   

 

It is wonderful week to go for a 
hike.  In fact, you should go on 
several hikes.  Even on the same trail, 
you will get a different experience 
every day as fall moves on, and even 
a different experience for every 
hundred yards of trail.  You’ll pass 
through a section of yellow, then turn 
a corner and you are back in 
midsummer green.  But you’ll find 
that it is getting harder and harder though to find sections of forest with no sign of fall, 
and the yellow patches are quickly spreading across the landscape.   

 
The patchy nature of the forest is more apparent at this 
time of year.  For a little while here in the fall, we can see 
what has been apparent to the birds all the time.  Our forest 
isn’t one large unit, it is a collection of smaller pieces that vary in age and species of tree, in climate, 
and in soil.  Possibly “Superior National Forests” with an ‘s’ would have been a better name for the 
area, but most of the year this richness in diversity is hidden from us in a uniform shade of green.  In 
the fall though, all the patches start to show as they take their individual paths toward winter.   
 
Because of this patchy progression of fall, it is very hard to get a number on percent color this 
week.  Over the landscape, it may be 15 to 20% color, but some areas are up near 100%, until you turn 
the corner of the road and are down to 0%.  Generally, the shore area near Lake Superior is behind the 
inland areas, and once in the interior, cool valleys are ahead of uplands.  The best thing to do is to take 
your time, and enjoy all the different routes through fall that our patchy forest mosaic takes. 
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