
The times are a-changin’ indeed.  There is a battle outside 
between the warmth of summer and the cold of winter, and 
the chill wind this past week shaking your windows 
leaves little doubt over which will be winning in the 
weeks to come.  With the winds came rain, bringing 
down many of the leaves and giving us a shorter than 
usual peak of fall color.  But, the rain is good for the 
forest, providing plants the water they will need later 

to grow again in the spring and tempering our 
fall fire season, even if we would have liked to 
have had it hold off for one more week.   

 

As the leaves changed from on the trees 
to on the ground, the birds changed as 
well.  Warblers that were everywhere a 
week ago are now farther south, but the 
ground is in motion with pipits, turning 
over leaves and looking for tasty morsels.  
The large flocks of geese that have been in 
the sky the last few weeks seem to have 
mostly passed south as well in search of 
water that won’t 
be changing to ice.   

 
A large change could take place this weekend.  The 
prediction of “rain, changing to snow” was in the forecast 
for the first time, and there is the possibility of the ground 
changing to white.  Summer jackets and being changed 
for winter coats, and the sunscreen and mosquito 
repellent are being swapped out with hats and gloves. 
 
All these changes are part of the normal cycle of life 
here in Minnesota, but recently the change of seasons 

are haunted by the specter of a less natural global climate change.  There is 
a battle outside that isn’t just a seasonal change as we fight to 
preserve a climate that provides us with the moose, pine, and cold 
walleye lakes that we love.  It is a battle fought with thermostats, 
insulation, and carpools.  In the spirit of that battle, it is the light 
bulbs and our habits we are a-changin’.  Fall is a great time to do 
some of these updates around the house. 
 
Our fall forest is around 75% of peak color, but dropping 
quickly as the weather continues to pull on the leaves.  There are 
still some full 100% patches, often in birch and aspen stands, but 
most of the maples have lost their leaves in many areas. 

There's a battle outside, and it’s ragin'. 
It'll soon shake your windows, and rattle 

your walls, 
For the times they are a-changin'! 
 

- Bob Dylan 
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