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Dear Interested Public, 

The Lolo National Forest (LNF) is preparing to conduct a Travel Analysis to identify the 

minimum road system needed for safe and efficient travel and for administration, utilization, and 

protection of National Forest System lands. I am asking you to review and comment on questions 

that will be used in this analysis to assess the risks and benefits of National Forest System Roads 

(NFSRs).  

The purpose of travel analysis is to identify how the Forest’s road system will be managed in the 

future to meet resource needs and objectives of the Forest Plan, applicable laws and regulations, 

and limited funding.  Federal Regulation; Subpart A, Administration of the Forest Transportation 

System (CFR 212.5(b)(1)) requires us to complete this analysis.   

Roads have also become an increasing focus of controversy on the Lolo National Forest  This 

analysis will help us find a balance between the benefits of access and road-associated effects on 

naturalness, other values and resources such as clean water, fish and wildlife. 

The travel analysis we are planning to conduct will not result in a decision.  Rather, it will be 

used to help identify and prioritize potential road management actions.  Any future decisions 

authorizing activities such as road construction, reconstruction, decommissioning or maintenance 

will be subject to more detailed, site specific analysis and public comment under the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

To conduct the analysis, we are proposing to use a science based approach that will include 6-

steps as follows: 

 Step 1 – Setting up the analysis. 

 Step 2 – Describing the situation. 

 Step 3 – Identifying issues. 

 Step 4 – Assessing benefits, problems, and risks. 

 Step 5 – Describing opportunities and setting priorities. 

 Step 6 – Reporting. 



 

 

At this stage in the process, we have reviewed roads analyses previously conducted for the Lolo 

Forest Plan (1986), proposed Forest Plan revision (2006), and for various projects (1990s-2000s) 

and have identified resource issues that we feel are important to completing Step 4 of the 

analysis.   We have phrased these issues as analysis questions (attached).   The benefit and risk 

questions may also be viewed at: http://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/lolo/alerts-notices.   

To help us complete this analysis, we ask you to review and comment on these questions.  

Additional comments are also welcome.  To be most helpful, comments should be specific to the 

following topics: 

 Analysis Process – comment on the cost/benefit analysis questions and proposed 

process.  Provide suggestions for additional resource issues not already considered 

and/or methods on how to approach analyzing these issues. 

 Resource Issues– comment on resource issues and how they highlight road/resource 

interactions.  Provide science based information on how roads provide public benefits 

or affect or do not affect resources. 

 Roads and Sites – comment on specific roads or geographic areas including locations 

where roads are important for access and may be causing or have caused adverse 

effects.  

Less specific comments, such as “open all roads to motorized use” or “close all roads to 

motorized use” will be considered but are less helpful to designing and completing the Travel 

Analysis. 

To provide comment, we have created an interactive web-based comment database that can be 

accessed using the following link: https://my.usgs.gov/ppgis/studio/launch/23209 . This site 

includes a map of the Forest’s road system and other resource information.  This comment 

database will be available from November 19 to December 19, 2014.  

Comments may also be submitted to the project team coordinator at: 

Forest TAP Coordinator 

Lolo National Forest  

Building 24, Fort Missoula 

Missoula, Montana 59804 

 

Or, submitted electronically to:  comments-northern-lolo@fs.fed.us.  Please include Forest TAP 

Comment in the subject line. 

Your comments will be used to determine if changes to the Risk/Benefit questions are warranted 

prior to completing the analysis. Your comments will also be used for future travel planning.  A 

summary of public comments and results of the analysis will be included in the Travel Analysis 

Report which we expect to complete by September, 2015.    

http://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/lolo/alerts-notices
https://my.usgs.gov/ppgis/studio/launch/23209
mailto:comments-northern-lolo@fs.fed.us


 

 

For more information on this travel analysis, please contact Greg Gustina, Planning Program 

Officer at (406) 329-3809.   

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

/s/ Greg Gustina (for)   

TIMOTHY GARCIA   

Forest Supervisor   

 

 

 

 

    

    

    

 

    Enclosure 


