
1 
 

STATE OF WYOMING FOREST CONDITION BRIEFING 

BEFORE THE  

WYOMING JOINT COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, STATE AND 

PUBLIC LANDS AND WATER RESOURCES  

January 15, 2015 – Wyoming State Capitol – Cheyenne, Wyoming 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE – FOREST SERVICE 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION 

DANIEL (DAN) JIRÓN, REGIONAL FORESTER 

National Forests in Wyoming 

Chairman Geis (Gerald Geis), Chairman McKim (Robert McKim) and Members of 

the Committee: 

Good afternoon, I am Daniel Jirón, Regional Forester for the Rocky Mountain 

Region of the United States Forest Service. Thank you for the opportunity to come 

before the Wyoming Agriculture, State and Public Land, and Water Resources Joint 

Committee. I want to thank State Forester Bill Crapser for the invitation today. It is 

a pleasure to be at the table with my colleagues. 

In Wyoming, the Rocky Mountain Region oversees management of the Bighorn, 

Medicine Bow, Shoshone and the Black Hills National Forests, as well as the 

Thunder Basin National Grassland. We work in partnership with the Wyoming 

State Forestry Division through our State and Private Forestry cooperative forestry 
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programs, and we perform other collaborative efforts across the state. I am honored 

to have public land management responsibilities in central and eastern Wyoming, 

and I appreciate the close working relationship we have with you, your constituents 

and your County Commissioners. 

Restoration Projects 

Ecological restoration and maintaining the resiliency of our landscapes continues 

to be a priority of the Forest Service and the Rocky Mountain Region. We continue 

in our progress, along with our partners, toward landscape scale restoration across 

Wyoming forests.  

Timber sales and stewardship contracts are important tools used to accomplish 

management objectives. The region is committed to continuing to grow and sustain 

our timber program. 

Some of the ongoing projects that are making a difference as far as forest health 

and are supporting jobs in local communities include: 

 The Bighorn National Forest has 9 active timber sales including two 

stewardship contracts. All of these projects are currently covered under a 

Community Wildfire Protection Plan developed in collaboration with local 

partners. The Babione stewardship project was initiated in 2014 and will 

treat 1,100 acres over the next five years. 
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 In 2014 the Medicine Bow National Forest worked with the Wyoming 

Department of Transportation to remove roadside hazard trees along 

Highway 230. The Forest also sold decks that were a result of hazardous 

fuels reduction in the Wy-Colo community near Laramie. Material from 

both these projects went to the sawmill in Saratoga which employs 100 

people at the mill and another 50 contract loggers in the woods. 

 The Black Hills has 9 active timber sales in Wyoming with volume going to 

Devils Tower Forest Products in Hulett, Wyoming. 

 

Last year, Governor Mead nominated nine landscape-scale areas in Wyoming for 

designation as insect and disease treatment areas under Section 8204 of the 

Agriculture Act of 2014, including the 112,444-acre South Big Horn area in the 

Bighorn National Forest. Several vegetation management projects in this area are 

in various stages of planning and implementation. Two timber sales are scheduled 

to be sold in 2015; one timber sale is in the NEPA planning stage; and three others 

are scheduled for NEPA planning before 2020. The projects will reduce the risk of 

insects and diseases and provide forest products and other ecosystem services.  
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In the past year, two new stewardship contracts were awarded in Wyoming. Across 

the Region, approximately 15% of our total timber program is issued through 

stewardship contracts. This compares to 25-30% nationally.  

By utilizing the Wyden Amendment Authority, the Medicine Bow and Routt 

National Forests, and the State of Wyoming, Wyoming State Forestry Division 

(WFSD), were able to apply over $500,000 of Forest Service year-end funds to an 

agreement for the Pole Mountain Landscape Fuels Treatment Partnership. The 

agreement facilitates fuels reduction and landscape restoration work on Forest 

Service lands and the State of Wyoming managed lands, and it further allows for 

the state to implement fuels reduction and landscape restoration treatments on 

nearly 3,000 acres. 

The Pole Mountain Project is a perfect example of how this Authority can enhance, 

expand and accelerate the restoration and protection of critical watersheds 

throughout the Rocky Mountain Region. Through the exchange of resources, 

funding and implementation mechanisms, the Medicine Bow – Routt NF, Laramie 

Ranger District and the State of Wyoming are able to increase efficiencies, reduce 

cost and restore more acres in a shorter time frame. 
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Industry 

In all of this, I want to assure you that the Region values the timber industry as one 

of our key partners in restoring landscapes and creating resilient forests. We meet 

regularly with timber industry representatives to better understand their concerns 

and to explore ways to improve efficiencies (e.g., pricing, utilization standards).  

The Saratoga Mill and other mills across the state are important infrastructure to 

help us achieve more resilient forests. Our collaborative efforts in active vegetation 

management are affecting a positive change on our public lands. Continuing our 

work together will allow for the treatment of more acres in need of restoration at an 

increased pace.  

In 2014, the Rocky Mountain Region sold 138,778 board feet (69,389 CCF) from 

Wyoming national forests. The product mix for that volume was 73% sawtimber, 

11% fuel wood, 2% poles, 2% biomass, and 12% other convertible (into CCF).  

Through continued collaborative work with industry, we strive to continue 

improving processes and tools to allow the most flexibility and functionality of our 

forest management program to achieve the best collective objectives, including 

biomass removal.  

The Region is working toward increasing utilization standards through improved 

processes issued in our work guidelines. Also, the Region is piloting a two-year 
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test to increase utilization specifications for timber sales. This test will help us to 

measure the ability to increase our restoration work, manage fuel loading, and meet 

multiple objectives for each project. 

Uses 

A diverse and viable forest products industry is vital to the health of Wyoming’s 

forests and economy; enhancing our capacity to achieve restoration and resilience 

goals. By working together, we continue to support Wyoming’s local economies 

and promote healthy forests through timber management. Forest restoration creates 

jobs and provides raw material for energy production, as well as traditional forest 

products, strengthening rural economies and commercial uses of the National 

forests. 

Working forests and rangelands are part of healthy, flourishing rural communities. 

These lands support jobs, timber, clean water, habitat for wildlife, and a range of 

other values and benefits that people want and need. 

One of the benefits is forage for livestock, and we are committed to working 

closely with our grazing permittees in upholding ranching as part of the Wyoming 

heritage, with grazing permits administered by the Forest Service for seasonal 

livestock grazing.  
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Our work and accomplishments in each of these areas are critical to caring for the 

land and serving people. We can achieve our goals best if we work safely and 

collectively. I am always inspired by the accomplishments that we achieve while 

working collaboratively. 

Conclusion 

The National Forests in Wyoming provide many benefits to the people of this 

country and to this state. Our goal remains healthy forests through conservation, 

sustainability, research, wood and forest products, fire behavior and management, 

and sustainable forest management. We will continue to increase the pace and 

scale of forest management activities – working across jurisdictions – leveraging 

partnership resources that result in healthy, diverse and more resilient forests to 

benefit today and future generations. Our work together will enhance and improve 

the condition of Wyoming’s federal, state and private forests.  

Chairmen, this concludes my prepared remarks, and I look forward to continuing 

our beneficial working relationship with the state of Wyoming. I welcome 

questions from you and your committee at this time.  


