
San Juan National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan 

Administrative Change 1 
 

 

Administrative changes, as defined at 36 CFR 219.13(c), are not plan amendments or revisions, 

do not require the preparation of a document under Forest Service National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA) procedures, and may be made at any time following public notice 

(219.16(c)(6)). Administrative changes include the following: 

 

 Corrections of clerical errors; 

 Changes to ensure conformance with new statutory or regulatory requirements; and 

 Changes to other content in the plan (219.7(f)). 

 

 

Background for Administrative Change 1 

 

Aquatic Ecosystems and Fisheries:  There is a need to clarify the intent, purpose, and application 

of the standards and guidelines in the Aquatic Ecosystems and Fisheries section of the Forest 

Plan to affirm the following: 

 

 The standards and guidelines are not intended to limit or compromise authorities under 

State and Federal law.  

 The Forest Service will use collaborative approaches to meet these standards and 

guidelines consistent with memorandums of understanding that have been established 

between the Forest Service and the State of Colorado. 

 

Standard 2.5.18 in the Aquatic Ecosystems and Fisheries section of the Forest Plan contains four 

options for identifying a minimum flow rate to maintain aquatic population viability where 

certain fish species occur.  The first three options listed describe specific methods for 

determining sufficient stream flow, while the last option provides for using any alternate method 

that would maintain sufficient flow.  The order in which the options are listed has caused 

confusion; the intent was not that these options be used in any particular order, but that the most 

appropriate option is used for each specific situation.  The options have been reordered so the 

option providing for “alternate” methods is listed first. While this change in no way modifies the 

application, intent, or purpose of Standard 2.5.18, it brings this option forward so users are more 

aware of its availability. 

 

Wild and Scenic Rivers:  A number of collaborative groups in southwest Colorado are in the 

process of developing various options for management of rivers in the region that were found to 

be suitable in the Forest Plan for designation as Wild and Scenic Rivers.  These efforts are noted 

in Appendices to the Forest Plan and in the accompanying Environmental Impact Statement; 

however they were not noted in the Forest Plan.  In the Wild and Scenic Rivers section of the 

Forest Plan, language has been added emphasizing that the Forest Service can consider 

alternative management approaches that are recommended by other entities or groups that 



provide appropriate river management and protection for the stream segments determined to be 

suitable.   

 

 

Changes 

 

1. Insert the following language on page 60 of the Forest Plan, below Objective 2.5.17: 

 

Standards and Guidelines 

The following standards and guidelines are designed to maintain ecological integrity and 

provide for sustainable aquatic ecosystems, maintain biological diversity and manage 

habitat to maintain viable populations of aquatic vertebrates. These standards and 

guidelines are not intended to limit or compromise authorities under State and Federal 

law.  

As noted in the introduction to Section 2.5, the USFS will utilize cooperative and 

collaborative approaches to meet these standards and guidelines.  For example, the USFS 

will work with the Colorado Department of Natural Resources and the Colorado Water 

Conservation Board, consistent with MOUs that have been established among these 

parties, to identify and develop potential management options for meeting Standard 

2.5.18 and Guideline 2.5.22 that also take into consideration water availability, impacts to 

water yield, and alternative flow protection programs and tools.  The phrase “should 

occur” in Standard 2.5.18 refers to those aquatic species for which  there is evidence of 

historical occurrence, and is intended to reflect the climate, geology and natural biota of 

the area, consistent with Desired Future Condition 2.5.4.  Determinations of where such 

species “should occur” shall be made in dialogue with the Colorado Department of 

Natural Resources. 

 

2. Page 60, at the end of the first paragraph of Standard 2.5.18, correct typographical error 

referring to 2.5.19a–2.5.19d to refer to 2.5.18a–2.5.18d. 

 

3. Page 60-61, reorder the options in Standard 2.18.5 so that Option 2.5.18d is now 2.5.18a, 

Option 2.5.18a is now 2.5.18b, Option 2.5.18b is now 2.5.18c, and Option 2.5.18c is now 

2.5.18d. 

 

4. Page 61, change the heading for Table 2.5.3 to refer to Standard 2.5.18c. 

 

5. Page 197, insert the following language as a separate paragraph after the fourth paragraph: 

 

The suitability determinations listed below are interim administrative recommendations 

that USFS and BLM may forward to their respective chief/director, Cabinet Department 

Secretaries, and the President for further review, possible modification, and transmission 

to the U.S. Congress for action.  While these recommendations remain in this status, 

USFS and BLM can consider and pursue alternative management direction that may be 

recommended by other entities and/or individuals that provides appropriate river 



management and protection for the stream segments determined as suitable. Alternative 

management approaches that would affect the classification of river segments found 

suitable, impair or modify the identified outstandingly remarkable values, or alter the 

suitability determinations, would be subject to the appropriate environmental review and 

plan modification processes. 

 

6. Page 197, delete the following sentence from the paragraph beginning with “These rivers…” 

(this language is redundant to the new language being inserted above): 

 

These rivers may eventually be designated as part of the National Wild and Scenic River 

System by the Secretary of the Interior or as the result of an Act of Congress (Secretarial 

designation requires that the state governor make application to the Secretary of the 

Interior) 

 

 

Revised pages to the Forest Plan are attached below. 

  



 



 



 


