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Forest Legacy Program Furthers Conservation in Colorado

The vistas of the Ben Delatour Boy Scout Ranch include the Roosevelt National Forest in Larimer County, Colorado. inset: A group of scouts, 
congressional office staff, and other partners following the dedication ceremony.  (photos courtesy of Ben Delatour Boy Scout Ranch)

On Sept. 10, 2014, the Boy Scouts of America’s Longs Peak Council dedicated the 
conservation easement of the Ben Delatour Scout Ranch in Colorado. This conser-
vation easement now gives the Ranch permanent protection from development, 
adding to the two million acres of Forest Legacy protected lands in the country.
The Ben Delatour Scout Ranch is a 3,201 acre property that has been in operation 
since the late 1950s. Many youth organizations use the Ranch to instill love for 
natural surroundings and teach outdoor survival skills. It also functions as training 
grounds for firefighters and first responders, as well as an outdoor classroom for 
University courses, where students can obtain the experience to become future 
environmental leaders and managers.

The Forest Legacy Program, FLP for short, is a voluntary program between the 
USDA Forest Service and local state partners, which aims to safeguard working for-
ests from urban development. The program requires sustainable forestry practic-
es, restricts development, protects wildlife habitats and watersheds, and enables 
public access to the lands for educational and recreational uses. 

The FLP uses funds from the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), which 
gives grants nationwide to ensure the permanent protection and conservation of 
natural resources as well as historical landmarks and culturally significant sites. 

In Colorado, the Forest Leadership Program is run jointly by the USDA Forest 
Service and the Colorado State Forest Service. Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) 
also partnered with these forestry agencies, helping make the Ben Delatour 
Scout Ranch conservation easement possible. GOCO favors projects that promote 
education in natural settings, like the Ben Delatour Scout Ranch, and has funded 
several Forest Legacy projects in the past. 

The conservation easement will pro-
tect critical wildlife, like the Preble’s 
meadow jumping mouse, and vegeta-
tion by avoiding fragmentation of the 
Ponderosa pine forest. It will safeguard 
Elkhorn Creek, a tributary to the Wild 
and Scenic Cache la Poudre River (the 
only one in the state). 

The Ben Delatour Scout Ranch is 
immediately adjacent to the Roosevelt 
National Forest, and will buffer these 
public lands from development while 
helping to reduce the management 
challenges associated with the wild-
land-urban interface.  This FLP project 
will also help raise environmental 
consciousness and support outdoor 
experiences by thousands of Colora-
do’s youth, as well as support manage-
ment of sustainable forests across the 
landscape and into the future.
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