
Upcoming 
Events 

4201 Giant Springs Road 
Great Falls, Montana 59405-0900 

(406) 727-8733 

www.fs.usda.gov/main/lcnf/learning 

 

Hours of Operation 
 

October 1, 2014 - May 22, 2015 
Tuesday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Sundays, noon—5 p.m. 
Closed Mondays 

 

May 23, 2015 - September 30, 2015 
Open daily 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 

 

For more information on events and fees, call 
(406) 727-8733 or visit our website at  

http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/lcnf/learning 
or email us at: 

Mailroom_R1_Lewis_and_Clark@fs.fed.us 
or 

Visit us on Twitter:       @FSLCICOFFICIAL 
 

Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, & New Year’s Day 

Fees 
 $8 adults (16 and older). 
 $6 scheduled group tours (for groups of 20 or 

more paying adults). 
 Free for children 15 and under. 
 $2 school group programs (reservations 

required, call the Center for a list of offerings). 
 Annual, Senior, Military, and Access Passes 

are honored and sold. 
 

Visit as often as you’d like each year, enjoy a 
discount in the Portage Cache and get a 

quarterly newsletter by becoming a member of 
the LC Foundation: 

Individual Member $35 & Family Member $55 
http://www.lewisandclarkfoundation.org/ 

www.facebook.com/lewisandclarkfoundation  
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Lewis and Clark  
National Historic Trail  
Interpretive Center 

Since 1998, the Lewis and Clark National 
Historic Trail Interpretive Center has brought to 
life the indomitable spirit of human achievement.  
Explore 6,000 square feet of hands-on exhibits, 
view introductory movie by acclaimed filmmaker 
Ken Burns and Dayton Duncan, or take an 
optional audio tour in any of five languages. The 
Center is managed by the USDA Forest Service. 

FREE Days in 2015 
You may enter the Lewis and Clark Interpretive 

Center free of charge on the following days. 
 

Apr 12, May 3, 
Jun 13, Sep 26, & Nov 11. 

Ryan Dam & the Great Falls of the Missouri 

Star Parties: Join the Central Montana Astronomy Society from 
6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. monthly (during the winter) for a star-
gazing experience with telescopes set up for public viewing.  
Star Party Extravaganza is run once yearly (in September) from 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  www.cmasweb.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

June 26 through August 28, 2015; Fridays—
Riverside Voices.  
Join the staff of the 
Lewis and Clark 
Interpretive Center 
and some of our 
guest presenters 
for the newest 
season of our 
summer evening programs.  Gather in our 
outdoor amphitheater on the bluffs overlooking 
the Missouri River, or join us in our comfortable 
indoor theater for presentations on the history of 
Lewis and Clark and related subjects from 
Montana history and culture.  Programs begin at 
7:00 p.m. and generally last 45 to 60 minutes.  
Please contact the Interpretive Center at (406) 
727-8733 for additional information.  FREE! 

October 23, 24, 30, 2015; two Fridays and one 
Saturday—Voices in the Shadows  Join the 
staff of the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center 
and our special guest presenters for this year’s 
edition of our premiere living history presentation, 
Voices in the Shadows.  Join your guide on a 
candlelit walking tour through the darkened 
exhibit hall, as “shadows of the past” step out of 
the darkness to relate the experiences of the 
Lewis and Clark expedition and the people 
affected by them.  We offer five 45-minute tours 
each night, with the first tour leaving at 7:00 p.m. 
and additional tours departing every 15 minutes 
until 8:00 p.m.  Tours are limited to 16 
participants each.  Visitors are also encouraged 
to bring a non-perishable food item to donate to 
the Great Falls Community Food Bank.  Call 
(406) 727-8733 for reservations.  FREE! 

Cochrane Dam  

Ryan Dam Photos courtesy of Don Beatty 

Ryan Dam  

http://www.facebook.com/lewisandclarkfoundation
http://www.cmasweb.com


April 3, 2015; Friday—Star Party. Join 
the Central Montana Astronomy 
Society (CMAS) on the Interpretive 
Center parking lot to learn about our 
night sky. 6:00-10:00 pm FREE! * 

April 12, 2015, Sunday—Sunday Sampler.  
Every spring, the Great 
Falls Museums 
Consortium offers 
people the chance to 
visit all of the 
Consortium member 
museums free of 
charge.  This year’s 
event is scheduled for 
Sunday, April 12, from 
12:00 noon until 5:00 
p.m.  Visit the Lewis 
and Clark Interpretive 

Center, the C.M. Russell Museum of Western 
Art, the Paris Gibson Square Museum of Art, 
the Children’s Museum of Montana, Galerie 
Trinitas at the University of Great Falls, the 
Ursuline Centre, the History Museum, the 
Malmstrom Air Force Base Museum, First 
Peoples Buffalo Jump State Park and the 
Montana Museum of Railroad History.  Take 
part in the Trivia Hunt Challenge for the chance 
to win one of ten prize baskets offered by the 
different museums. Tour the different museums 
and join in special programs.  The event is free, 
but visitors are encouraged to bring a non-
perishable food item to donate to the Great 
Falls Community Food Bank. Come experience 
the museums of Great Falls.  FREE! 

April 16, 2015; Thursday—Archaeological 
Investigations of Prehistoric Stone Quarries 
along the Willow Creek Drainage near 
Lincoln, Montana.  Join Mark Bodily and learn 
about the Willow Creek drainage that was likely 
a prehistoric spot for hunting and replenishing 
stone tools along a travel corridor over the 
continental divide connecting the plains with the 
Rocky Mountains.  5:30-7:00 pm  FREE but 
please bring a non-perishable food item to 
donate to the Great Falls Community Food 
Bank. 

April 28, 2015; Tuesday—Trail Mixer Dinner 
and Auction.  Join with the Lewis and Clark 
Foundation and help sponsor a variety of needs 
at the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center 
including Children’s programming.  Enjoy a 
wonderful dinner & then bid on a wide variety of 
adventure packages & other items. $40 each 
includes dinner at the Mansfield Convention 
Center. Call 406-791-7732 or 406-452-5661 for 
information or tickets. Doors open at 5:00 pm 

May 3, 2015; Fee Free Sunday—17th 
Anniversary.  Celebrate 17 years of telling the 
Lewis and Clark story as the Lewis and Clark 
Interpretive Center marks our 17th anniversary.  
The Center will be open free of charge on 
Sunday, May 3, from 12:00 noon until 5:00 p.m.  
View the Center exhibits, watch our orientation 
videos, take in a program from our interpretive 
staff, and hear more about the experiences of 
the Lewis and Clark expedition from our friends 
in the Lewis and Clark Honor Guard. Celebrate 
the occasion with free refreshments.  Hear 
about our different partner organizations and 
their efforts to support the Interpretive Center’s 
operations.  The event is free, but please bring 
a non perishable food item to donate to the 
Great Falls Community Food Bank.  Join us in 
celebrating the birthday of the Lewis and Clark 
Interpretive Center.  FREE! 

June 6, 2014; Saturday—Sulphur Springs 
Trail Hike.  Guided  moderately challenging 3.6 

mile hike. Wear hiking footwear; bring 
raingear, water/snacks, sunscreen, 
insect repellent, binoculars & camera.  
Cancelled for inclement weather!  
Potential hazards: ticks, poison ivy, 

prickly pear cactus, and rattlesnakes.  Meet at 
Gibson Park at 10:00 a.m.  FREE! 

Daily Programs: Videos shown 
at the top of the hour – The 
Journey of Lewis and Clark 
(30-minutes) Confluence of 
Time and Courage (20-minutes 
about the 1805 Great Falls 
portage). Interpretive Talks at 
the bottom of the hour  10:30 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  Programs 
approximately 20 minutes each.   

 

February 20, 2015; Friday—Star Party. Join 
the Central Montana Astronomy Society on the 
Interpretive Center parking lot to learn about 
our night sky. 6:00-10:00 pm. FREE! * 

March 6, 2015; Friday—Star Party. 
Join the Central Montana Astronomy 
Society (CMAS) on the Interpretive 
Center parking lot to learn about our 
night sky. 6:00-10:00 pm FREE! * 

March 19, 2015; Thursday—Sherman 
Lecture Series: “Lewis and Clark Among the 
Nez Perce:  Strangers in the Land of the 
Nimiipuu.”  Join authors Allen Pinkham and 
Steven Evans for a presentation on their recent 
book, “Lewis and Clark Among the Nez Perce: 
Strangers in the Land of the Nimiipuu.”  The 
Corps of Discovery had many encounters with 
Native American peoples during their journey to 
the Pacific and back, but accounts of their 
interactions with the tribes are rare.  Pinkham 
and Evans delved into historical record and 
tribal oral history to tell the story of the 
relationship between the Nez Perce people and 
the Lewis and Clark 
expedition.  The program 
lasts 1 hour, and will be 
followed by a reception 
and book signing by the 
authors. Presentation is 
free, but visitors are 
encouraged to bring a 
non-perishable food item  
to donate to the Great 
Falls Community Food 
Bank.  7:00 pm in the 
Center Theater. 

June 19-21, 2015; Friday, Saturday, and 

Sunday—Annual Lewis and Clark Festival 

 

Even before the Lewis and Clark Interpretive 
Center opened, our partners in the Lewis and 
Clark Foundation and the Lewis and Clark Trail 
Heritage Foundation opened a festival to 
commemorate the Lewis and Clark expedition 
here is Great Falls. This year’s event is 
scheduled for June 19-21.  On Friday & 
Saturday, join us in Gibson Park for historical 
programs, children’s activities, Native American 
cultural programs, artisans & local craftspeople, 
and a variety of local food vendors for this 
special event.  Events are scheduled to run from 
12:00-8:00 p.m. on Friday and from 10:00 a.m.-
8:00 p.m. on Saturday.  On Sunday, join us for 
one of several float tours on the Missouri River.  
Most of the events at Gibson Park are free of 
charge. For information, pricing and reservations 
for the float trips, please contact the Lewis and 
Clark Foundation Bookstore at (406) 452-5661. 

Missouri River Float Trip—June 21 Lewis and Clark Festival—June 19-21 

Honor Guard at the Lewis and Clark Festival 


