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THREE RIVERS NEWS 
Despite what the groundhog predicted, spring seems to have sprung.  Opportunities to cross country ski and snowmobile are rapidly 
switching to hiking and mountain biking.  The Three Rivers trail crew will be out shortly to clear some lower elevation trails.  Individuals 
are encouraged to contact the ranger station to inquire on recently cleared trails and campground status.  Three Rivers Ranger District’s 
rentals can be reserved on Recreation.Gov. Yaak Mountain, Baldy-Buckhorn Mountain, and Garver Mountain Lookouts are available to 
reserve as well as the Upper Ford Cabin.  You can reserve the yurt at Whitetail Campground at the campground or at the ranger station. 
The yurt now has bunk beds and a table and chairs. The gate to Ross Creek Cedars opens May 1st  but you are welcome to walk or bike 
the nearly three miles to visit the cedars.  Last fall an iconic natural feature, the Braided Bridge was stolen from Ross Creek Cedars it was 
sawed off and removed.  The bridge was made of intertwined cedar roots and accessed a small island in Ross Creek. The bridge was a 
very popular attraction.  Anyone with information about the removal of the bridge is asked to call the district at 295-4693. The recreation 
managers at Three Rivers welcome your input of our trails and developed or dispersed sites on the district. The district manages about 
609,000 acres and your input can influence decisions we make about trails. If you notice missing trailhead signs, poor trail conditions, 
vandalism, or similar issues at rentals or campgrounds please let us know.  The Montana Conservation Corp (MCC) will spend ten days 
on the district this summer doing needed tread repair on Pulpit Mountain Trail #709, Pulpit Ridge #366, and Koot Creek #218.  These 
trails were picked for their proximity to Troy and their connectivity to one another. There are many mountain biking opportunities on the 
district and we’d like your input on what trails you think may provide for quality riding opportunities. As new trends emerge in recreation 
use on national forest trail systems we welcome public input on multiple uses of the trail system.  Most importantly we want the public to 
be able to find and follow district trails.  Dave Thorstenson and Ben Bernall may be reached at 295-4693. 

 

WORKING WITH PARTNERS 

“Cabinet Back Country Horsemen (CBCH) members cleared trails across the forest and throughout the season, one of our annual and 
most note-worthy projects entails a long weekend working on 21 miles of trail in the Yaak River drainage on the Three Rivers Ranger 
District. These trails are some of the most rugged, heavily vegetated and challenging trails that we work on outside the Wilderness area. 
Many of the trails are part of the Pacific Northwest Trail System that connects the Continental Divide Trail to the Pacific Crest Trail. Two 
of the trails that were cleared offered members the unique opportunity to access the Canadian Line. Add a torrential daylong downpour to 
the mix and you have tired, wet, hardy souls with an enhanced appreciation of a good bonfire, an excellent supper, great company and 
uplifting music courtesy of our “youngest” member family and their seven member band.”  - by Deanna Shotzberger Cabinet BCHM  

 

Forest Service Motto:  Caring for the land and serving people 



O’Brien, Lower Yaak, Sheep Planning Area (OLY) Project 

Currently the IDT (Interdisciplinary Team) is working on developing alternatives based on public scoping. 

The District received 34 comments after a letter and ad were published in March 2014.  Public scoping began September 12th and 
closed November 6th the District received 25 comments.    

There was a public meeting and field trip September 30th, 2014.  There was another public meeting  November 4th with 20 attendees . 

The Project Area is 67,499 acres :  

          9,628 acres located within two Inventoried Roadless Areas (IRA) (approx. 660 acres of burning within IRAs) 

 34,911 acres (52%)  within the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)- the majority of treatment acres are within the WUI  

590 acres of State lands, 9330 acres of Stimson land, and 3,800 acres of private/residential lands 
The District’s Proposed Action:  

Approximately 5000 acres  in the project area will be treated (approx.1900 acres regeneration harvest, 800 acres improvement 
harvest and 1500 acres prescribed burning- 3300 acres within WUI). 

40 harvest units contribute to 29 openings greater than 40 acres. 

Approximately 25 miles of closed or brushed in roads will be decommissioned or placed in intermittent stored service. 

Unit 30 will be a “pilot” unit laid out adhering to the Kootenai Forest Stakeholders Vegetation Management Recommenda-
tions. 

There is a potential for temporary closures and long-term (10 years) access closures for grizzly bear core habitat. 

Some recreation improvement projects that are proposed include: Kilbrennan Lake Boat Ramp, Alvord Lake Trail, and trail-
head parking improvements. 

There will be a temporary closure (not during hunting season) of the Shooting Range during harvest of the units around the 
shooting range.   

The release of the DEIS (Draft Environmental Impact Statement) is scheduled for  Fall 2015  with a proposed 2016 Timber Sale.  

        For more information, contact Leslie McDougall at (406) 295-4693.   

 

 

Cool Tip The Three Rivers Ranger District Map is available for smartphones!  Avenza Systems has a contract with the Forest Service 
to provide mobile maps. PDF Maps APP may be downloaded on Avenza.com website as a mobile map application that enables you 
to download maps for offline use on your Apple iOS or Android smartphone or tablet. Use your device's built-in GPS to track your lo-
cation on the map so you don’t need cell service for it to work.  Once you’re in the PDF map store-search US Forest Service R1 
and scroll until you find the ranger district you want, the maps are $3.99.  You’ll have to turn on your devices location services located 
in your settings, the app will show your position on the map.  This is a great tool to help find your way to trailheads and numerous 
other destinations.  Pin areas and share locations with friends. Get the App get the map! 

J.R. Rebo sawing out Midge Creek Trail #177 to Rock Candy Moun-
tain Burke Lake located in the Northwest Peak Scenic Area 

Forest Service Mission:  To sustain the health, diversity, and produc vity of the Na on’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of 
present and future genera ons. 



2015 Proposed Timber Sales 

Grizzly Project Approximately 900 
acres of harvest     

Sparring Bulls  - Approximately 
1300 acres of harvest  

South Fork Fuels -Stewardship pro-
ject approximately 316 acres 

Small Sales as a result of July/
August 2014 blowdown event. 

-Yaak River Campground, ap-
proximately 22 acres.   

-Southside Road, approximately 
13 acres 

-West Fork blowdown, approxi-
mately 5 acres 

-Yaak Highside, above Hwy 2 
Yaak Hill, approximately 2 
acres 

Spread Thick– 942 acres of harvests 

Rock Out—23 acres of harvest 

Fledged Out—30 acres of harvest 

Redhead Meadow Child—130 
acres 

After harvesting is complete we will 
burn these unit to reduce wood waste 
left over from harvesting operations 
and to prepare units for planting. See 
our proposed burn units on the next 
page. 

Firewood Program…Many of us as-
sociate April 1 with April Fools Day 
and some of us may even turn into 
pranksters for the day. But April 1 also 
has significance for a lot of us as the 
start of the new Firewood Permit sea-
son. As the winter snow melts and 
more of the spring greens appear in the 
surrounding mountains, we all get anx-
ious and start thinking about next sea-
son’s firewood. Are you ready to head 
out? 

As in past years, a forest products removal permit (firewood permit) is 
required to cut and remove standing dead and down trees and logs from 
your National Forest System lands. The permit is available at all Forest 
Service offices and must be in your possession at all times while cutting 
firewood. The cost of the permit has not changed…it’s still $5.00 a cord 
with a minimum of 4 cords and a maximum of 12 cords per year.  When 
you come in to purchase your firewood permit, you will need to bring a 
picture identification for us to fill out the permit. 

So get your chainsaw sharpened and fill those gas jugs and have a safe 
and enjoyable excursion to your National Forest System lands! Please 
remember to clean up the area after cutting, do not leave material in the 
ditches.  All vehicles must stay on the roads, do not drive off road to cut 
or collect firewood. 

Lucas Jones on Mt. Henry Lookout—Summer 2014 

Forest Service Motto:  Caring for the land and serving people 



FIRE AND FUELS  

The Three Rivers Ranger District uses prescribed burning as a resource 
management tool to reach management objectives. Some of these burns oc-
cur to clean up after harvest activity. See the map on the previous page. 
Most of the common objectives of prescribed burning are:  fuel reduction, 
site preparation for reforestation, improvement and creation of wildlife hab-
itat and regulation of stand composition.  An underburn is a fire that con-
sumes surface fuels but not trees or shrubs. A broadcast burn is burning sur-
face fuels across the entire area within well-defined boundaries for the re-

duction of fuel hazards. Jackpot burning is igniting concentrations of fuels, which may or may not carry to adjacent fuels on 
the forest floor. Some of these treatments are in close proximity to private property.  Local communities and the valleys may 
experience some periodic smoky conditions.  All prescribed burns on the Three Rivers Ranger District must comply with air 
quality regulations, guided and monitored by the Montana/Idaho State Airshed Group.  Burns will occur when air dispersion 
and weather forecasts are predicted to be favorable.   We will strive to minimize the smoke effects; however, there may be 
some short periods of smoky conditions.  Although some areas will be impacted more by short term smoke created by the 
prescribed burns, the effects of fuels treatments in these areas will have long-term benefits.  Please travel cautiously through 
smoky areas and reduce your speed. Visibility may be limited and people and equipment may be present in the smoke.  If 
you have any questions about the prescribed burns or would like to be contacted prior to any burning in your area, please 
call the Three Rivers Ranger District at 406-295-7478 or Kootenai Dispatch at 406-283-7740.  

FY15 Spring Burn Units 

Project 
Name 

Loca on Acres Burn Type 

West Troy 

Callahan 
Creek 7 Broadcast 

Sparring 
Bulls 

Camp 
Creek 3 Broadcast 

Sparring 
Bulls 

Keeler 
Creek  17 Broadcast 

Sparring 
Bulls 

Keeler 
Creek 5 Broadcast 

Sparring 
Bulls 

Keeler 
Lookout rd 8 Broadcast 

Sparring 
Bulls 

Lake Creek 
Unit 35 25 Broadcast 

Sparring 
Bulls 

Camp 
Creek 16 Broadcast 

Sparring 
Bulls 

Lake Creek 
Unit 61 40 Broadcast 

Rocky Pine 

Rocky 
Draw  126 Jackpot 

Wood Gar‐
den 

Koo Koo 
Creek 33 Jackpot 

Grizzly 

South of 
Yaak 129 Broadcast 

Sparring 
Bulls 

Weigh 
Sta on 35 Jackpot 

Buckhorn 

Buckhorn 
Mtn 1437 Underburn 

Sparring 
Bulls 

West side 
Bull Lake 581 Underburn 

Sparring 
Bulls 

Spruce 
Mtn 1234 Underburn 

Sparring 
Bulls 

Winslow’s 
corner 22 Underburn 

Troy Airport Airport 52 Underburn 

Total Acres Burning 3770   

Forest Service Mission:  To sustain the health, diversity, and produc vity of the Na on’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of 
present and future genera ons. 


