
Why? 
The White National Forest manages 
more than 600 miles of roads. 
Many Forest roads provide land 
management- and user-related 
benefits, however roads that cannot 
be adequately maintained can be 
unsafe to visitors and threaten 
ecosystems. The road study will 
begin to help us prioritize our limited 
resources to effectively manage 
roads used by visitors and the 
accomplishment of our broad 
natural resource management 
mission. 

Over the past several years, 
funding to maintain National Forest 
system roads across the country has 
decreased dramatically. The goal of 
the Travel Analysis Process is to 
define safe, fiscally feasible minimum 
road systems that provide the 
greatest benefit to the largest 
number of visitors with the least risk 
to the environment. 

The Road Less Travelled 
Congress envisioned National Forests as 
“multiple-use” lands providing sustainable 
supplies of a wide range of resources and 
opportunities. It’s not surprising, then, that 
our road system includes roads of several 
maintenance levels serving a broad variety 
of administrative and public uses. 

U.S. Forest Service Travel Analysis Process: 

The Road Study 



Subpart A: “The Road Study” 
This road study, referred to as “Subpart 
A,” is part of the implementation of the 
2005 Travel Management Rule, 36 CFR 
212. The result of the Subpart A process 
will be a report of recommendations 
intended to inform future processes. The 
report, to be completed by October 2015, 
will identify a road system that considers 
access for management activities and the 

public, minimizes environmental impacts, and can be better maintained within 
budget constraints. This part of the implementation of the Travel Management 
Rule is an information-gathering study, not a decision-making process. 

*For more infor-

Level 1* 

mation about the 
range of conditions 
within each mainte- 
nance level, view the 
Guidelines online at 

http://www.fs.fed.us/t-d/pubs/pdf/11771811.pdf 

Level 3* 

5 — High Degree of User Comfort 
4 — Moderate Degree of User Comfort 
3 — Suitable for Passenger Cars 
2 — High Clearance Vehicles 
1 — Basic Custodial Care (Closed) 

Examples 
Level 5* 

National Forest System Roads 
National Forest System Roads are organized 
according to objective maintenance levels*: 

U.S. Forest Service Travel Analysis Process: 

Travel Management Rule 

http://www.fs.fed.us/t-d/pubs/pdf/11771811.pdf


Science-based Analysis 

In order to move closer to a sustainable road system, the agency will conduct a 
science-based study on each Forest to analyze the road system in connection 
with environmental, financial, and social risks and benefits. 

Using the spatial analysis tools available through ArcGIS and available data, the 
Forest's Travel Analysis team, including resources specialist, asked a series of 
26 questions addressing key issues associated with the Forest’s road system. 
Examples of these questions are: 

♦Does the road provide access to private or non-Forest Service lands?
♦Are National Register listed, eligible or unevaluated cultural resources located within 100 feet of the road?
♦Does the road segment have non-native plant populations found within 100 feet?
♦Does the road act as a concurrent motorized and/or non-motorized trail?
♦Do streams, lakes, and reservoirs fall within 100 feet of the road or road segments?

Table of Resource Question 
Answers Generated by the Spatial 
Analysis 

Risk Benefit Map 

The Risk Benefit map visually shows the results of the risk benefit analysis in 9 colors. This data will assist the 
Forest leadership in their effort to identify a minimum road system for the future White Mountain National Forest 

U.S. Forest Service Travel Analysis Process: 

Science-Based Approach 



What YOU Can Do to Help 
We invite you to review the road system with us to help recommend 
opportunities that lead to a safe, affordable and environmentally sustainable 
road system. We encourage anyone who uses roads or benefits from a national 
forest to share information and ideas that could be added to the Road Study 
report. 
It is critical for all parties to work together toward 
an affordable and environmentally sustainable 
road system, with a full understanding of 
associated trade-offs. Continued participation by 
the public and partners is critical as we work 
toward identifying a minimum road system. 

Anyone may view maps of roads on the national 
forest and provide input through an online 
comment form on the web site at 
www.fs.usda.gov/whitemountain. 
Hardcopy maps and comment forms 
are also available for review at each 
Ranger District office and the 
Forest Supervisor’s office. 

How to Submit Information 
Online — Email comments to 
comments-eastern-white-mountain@fs.fed.us 

U.S. Mail — Send to: 
Travel Analysis Comments 
Attn: James Detzel 
71 White Mountain Drive 
Campton, NH 03223-4272 
Questions — Call Project Lead 
James Detzel 603-536-6250

http://www.fs.usda.gov/whitemountain
mailto:comments-eastern-white-mountain@fs.fed.us
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