
Upcoming 
Events 

4201 Giant Springs Road 
Great Falls, Montana 59405-0900 

(406) 727-8733 

www.fs.usda.gov/main/lcnf/learning 

 

Hours of Operation 
 

May 23, 2015 - September 30, 2015 
Open daily 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 

 

October 1, 2015 - May 27, 2016 
Tuesday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Sundays, noon—5 p.m. 
Closed Mondays 

 

For more information on events and fees, call 
(406) 727-8733 or visit our website at  

http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/lcnf/learning 
or email us at: 

Mailroom_R1_Lewis_and_Clark@fs.fed.us 
or 

Visit us on Twitter:       @FSLCICOFFICIAL 
 

Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, & New Year’s Day 

Fees 
 $8 adults (16 and older). 
 $6 scheduled group tours (for groups of 20 or 

more paying adults). 
 Free for children 15 and under. 
 $2 school group programs (reservations 

required, call the Center for a list of offerings). 
 Annual, Senior, Military, and Access Passes 

are honored and sold or issued. 
 

Visit as often as you’d like each year and enjoy 
a discount in the Portage Cache Store by 

becoming a member of the LC Foundation: 
Individual Member $35 & Family Member $55 

http://www.lewisandclarkfoundation.org/ 
www.facebook.com/lewisandclarkfoundation  

Gift passes also available; call for details. 
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Lewis and Clark  
National Historic Trail  
Interpretive Center 

Since 1998, the Lewis and Clark National 
Historic Trail Interpretive Center has brought to 
life the indomitable spirit of human achievement.  
Explore 6,000 square feet of hands-on exhibits, 
view introductory movie by acclaimed filmmaker 
Ken Burns and Dayton Duncan, or take an 
optional audio tour in any of five languages. The 
Center is managed by the USDA Forest Service. 

FREE Days in 2015 
You may enter the Lewis and Clark Interpretive 

Center free of charge on the following days. 
 

Jun 13, Sep 26, & Nov 11. 

Ryan Dam & the Great Falls of the Missouri 

Star Parties: Join the Central Montana Astronomy Society from 
6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. monthly (during the winter) for a star-
gazing experience with telescopes set up for public viewing.  
Star Party Extravaganza is run once yearly (in September) from 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  www.cmasweb.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

September 25, 2015; Friday—Star Party 
Extravaganza.  Learn about our night sky with 
the Central Montana Astronomy Society in the 
parking lot & come indoors for special 
programming and refreshments.  FREE! 

October 23, 24, 30, 2015; two Fridays and one 
Saturday—Voices in the Shadows  Join the 
staff of the Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center and 
our special guest presenters for our premiere 
living history presentation, Voices in the 
Shadows.  Join your guide on a candlelit walking 
tour through the darkened exhibit hall, as 
“shadows of the past” step out of the darkness to 
relate the experiences of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition and the people affected by them.  We 
offer five 45-minute tours each night, with the first 
tour leaving at 7:00 p.m. and additional tours 
departing every 15 minutes until 8:00 p.m.  Tours 
are limited to 16 participants each.  Visitors are 
also encouraged to bring a 
non-perishable food item to 
donate to the Great Falls 
Community Food Bank.  Call 
(406) 727-8733 for free 
reservations! 

Cochrane Dam  

Ryan Dam Photos courtesy of Don Beatty 

Ryan Dam  

http://www.facebook.com/lewisandclarkfoundation
http://www.cmasweb.com


and a variety of local food vendors for this 
special event.  Events are scheduled to run 
from 12:00-8:00 p.m. on Friday and from 10:00 
a.m.-8:00 p.m. on Saturday.  Join us on Sunday 
for one of several float trips on the Missouri 
River or guided walks from the Interpretive 
Center.  Most of the events at Gibson Park are 
free of charge.  Call (406) 452-5661. 

 

June 26, 2015; Friday—Riverside Voices 
“Bleed, Blister and Purge: Medicine on the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition.”  The Lewis and 
Clark expedition lasted nearly 2½ years, 
covered over 8,000 miles and involved the 
efforts of more than 50 people, yet only one 
member of the Expedition died along the way.    
This extraordinary achievement in 19th century 
medicine was accomplished with no actual 
doctor in the Corps of Discovery.  Was this 
great result a matter of luck, or is there more to 
early medicine than we believe?  Join Jeff 
LaRock in our outdoor Amphitheater and hear 
the (sometimes) gory details of medicine on the 
Lewis and Clark expedition.  Program begins at 
7:00 p.m. and moves indoors during inclement 
weather  FREE! 

July 3, 2015; Friday—Riverside Voices 
“Keeping the Corps Afloat.”  Boats were the 
main means of transportation for the Lewis & 
Clark Expedition.  From Pittsburgh to the 
Pacific, ranger Darian Kath, will cover in detail 
the watercraft used by the Corps of Discovery.  
This program will take place in the Center’s 
theater.  Program begins at 7:00 p.m. and 
generally lasts 45 to 60 minutes.  FREE! 

July 10, 2015; Friday—Riverside Voices 
“The Life of the River.”  Join Ian Roberson to 
learn about the changes in the Missouri River 
since the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  Learn 
how the Missouri provided for the expedition 
and how  it is used today.  The topics include 
food, drinking water, medicinal use, and a 
correlation between the health of the river from 
1805-06 as opposed to present day.  Program 
begins at 7:00 p.m. indoors at the Lewis and 
Clark Interpretive Center.  FREE! 

July 17, 2015; Friday—Riverside Voices 
“The Indispensable Man: Georges Drouillard 
and the Lewis and Clark Expedition.”  
Although he is not as well-remembered as other 
members of the Corps of Discovery, Interpreter 
Georges Drouillard was a very valuable 
member of the Lewis and Clark expedition.  A 
skilled hunter and outdoorsman, fluent in 
several Native languages and sign language, 
Drouillard was remembered by Meriwether 
Lewis as “a man of much merit.”  Join guest 
presenter Dugan Coburn at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Center Theater for an enlightening program on 
this most important man.  FREE! 

Daily Programs: Videos shown 
at the top of the hour – The 
Journey of Lewis and Clark 
(30-minutes) Confluence of 
Time and Courage (20-minutes 
about the 1805 Great Falls 
portage). Interpretive Talks at 
the bottom of the hour  10:30 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  Programs 
approximately 20 minutes each.   

 

June 6, 2014; Saturday—Sulphur Springs 
Trail Hike.  Guided  moderately challenging 3.6 

mile hike. Wear hiking footwear; 
bring raingear, water/snacks, 
sunscreen, insect repellent, 
binoculars & camera.  Cancelled 
for inclement weather!  Potential 
hazards: ticks, poison ivy, prickly 
pear cactus, and rattlesnakes.  
Meet at Gibson Park at 10:00 a.m.  
FREE! 

June 19-21, 2015; Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday—Annual Lewis and Clark Festival 
Even before the Lewis and Clark Interpretive 
Center opened, our partners in the Lewis and 
Clark Foundation and the Lewis and Clark Trail 
Heritage Foundation opened a festival to 
commemorate the Lewis and Clark expedition 
here is Great Falls. This year’s event is 
scheduled for June 19-21.  On Friday & 
Saturday, join us in Gibson Park for historical 
programs, children’s activities, Native American 
cultural programs, artisans & local craftspeople, 

July 24, 2015; Fridays—Riverside Voices “The 
Greatest Good.”  As the Forest Service marks its 
110th year of service, join us for the epic story of 
the struggle to manage a nation’s resources 
amid global change.  We invite you to challenge 
your ideas of conservation and the environment 
and to experience the ongoing pursuit of “The 
Greatest Good.”  This video program runs from 
7:00-9:00 p.m. in the Interpretive Center theater.  
Please contact the Interpretive Center at (406) 
727-8733 for additional information.  FREE! 

July 31, 2015; Fridays—Riverside Voices 
“Film Time with Smokey.”  Smokey Bear has 
been one of the greatest symbols for wildfire 
prevention since he was 
introduced to the U.S. 
public during World War II.  
Come and see some 
vintage short films from the 
U.S. Forest Service and 
some classic Smokey public 
service announcements in 
this unique presentation.  
7:00-8:00 p.m.  FREE! 

August 7 through August 28, 2015; Fridays—
Riverside Voices Join the staff of the Lewis and 
Clark Interpretive Center and some of our guest 
presenters for the newest season of our summer 
evening programs.  Gather in our outdoor 
amphitheater on the bluffs overlooking the 
Missouri River, or join us in our comfortable 
indoor theater for presentations on the history of 
Lewis and Clark and related subjects from 
Montana history and culture.  Programs begin at 
7:00 p.m. and generally last 45 to 60 minutes.  
Please contact the Interpretive Center at (406) 
727-8733 for additional information.  FREE! 

For information, pricing & reservations for the 
float trips, please contact the Lewis and Clark 

Foundation Bookstore at (406) 452-5661. 

Lewis and Clark Festival—June 19-21 

Honor Guard at the Lewis and Clark Festival River Camp 


