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R5 Forest Plan Revisions: Summer 2015 Overview  
The U.S. Forest Service Pacific Southwest Region (R5, California) has several forest plan 
revision efforts under way, and we are designing a strategy for future endeavors. The Land and 
Resource Management Plan or "Forest Plan" provides long–range management direction for the 
resources and uses within a national forest. 

• Current efforts: We are revising three early adopter forests plans, designing a revision 
process for several forests associated with the 1994 Northwest Forest Plan amendment, 
developing a management plan for the recently designated San Gabriel Mountains National 
Monument, and completing a plan revision for the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit.  

• Upcoming efforts include: We are developing a plan revision process for additional 
Central/Northern Sierra forest plans, and developing a management plan for the newly 
established Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument. 

Early Adopter Forests: 
The Region is completing a draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) for revising the Inyo, 
Sequoia and Sierra National Forest plans. These forests are three early adopters, meaning they 
are among the first forests to revise their forest plans under the 2012 Planning Rule. The DEIS 
and the draft forest plans will be released for a 90-day public comment period in fall 2015. More 
information about this revision process can be found on line at: 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/r5/FPR  

• Wilderness Inventory: As part of the early adopter plan revision, we have completed the 
wilderness inventory and continue to work on the wilderness evaluation for each forest, as 
required by the 2012 Planning Rule. This information will appear as an appendix in the 
DEIS. Details about this effort can be found on line at: 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/landmanagement/planning/?cid=STELPRD3803608  

• Species of Conservation Concern: Region 5 has compiled a proposed Species of 
Conservation Concern (SCC) list for each early adopter forest. The SCC list is required by 
the 2012 Planning Rule, and helps us determine if a particular species is at risk of being 
lost from a forest. If it is we design elements of a forest plan to maintain or improve the 
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ecological (habitat) conditions necessary for these species. Details about this effort will be 
shared on the R5 forest plan revision website at: http://go.usa.gov/37tD3 

Northwest Forest Plan amendment Forests: 
The 1994 Northwest Forest Plan (NWFP) amended 26 land use plans and spans 24 million acres 
of U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management and National Park Service managed-lands 
in western Washington, Oregon and northern California. In California, the NWFP is reflected in 
in the Klamath, Lassen, Mendocino, Modoc, Shasta-Trinity and Six Rivers National Forest 
plans. In preparation to revise these forest plans, Regions 5 and 6 (Oregon and Washington) are 
undertaking several activities. However, we have not begun the plan revision process for any of 
these forests, which will begin with a forest assessment. 

• Listening Sessions: Regions 5 and 6 held three listening sessions in March 2015 across 
Washington, Oregon and northern California to begin determining the best approach to 
revising the forest plans within the NWFP area. Findings from these listening sessions can 
be found on line at: http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/r5/NWFP  

• Science Synthesis: The Pacific Northwest and Pacific Southwest Research Stations (U.S. 
Forest Service) will begin a Science Synthesis this summer, with completion expected 
mid-late 2017. The Science Synthesis will combine peer-reviewed, contemporary research 
and findings, focusing on key topics the forests and regions have identified as critical to 
address in revising the NWFP plans. We will use this information to inform our forest 
assessments. 

• 20-year Monitoring Reports: In June 2015 the Pacific Northwest Research Station released 
key findings of the NWFP 20-year monitoring reports. The reports summarize data from 
several topic areas including: Federal-Tribal relationships, watershed condition, late-
successional and old-growth forests, socioeconomic conditions, as well as population and 
habitat for marbled murrelets and northern spotted owls. The monitoring reports can be 
found online at: http://www.reo.gov/monitoring/reports/20yr-report/forum/  

San Gabriel Mountains National Monument: 
President Obama designated 346,177 acres of national forest land as the San Gabriel Mountains 
National Monument in October 2014. The Angeles National Forest will manage the monument 
and is required to complete a management plan within three years of the Monument's 
designation. In June 2015 we hosted five public meetings to begin public scoping on the Need-
to-Change. We will use public and stakeholder feedback on this document to determine how the 
current Angeles Forest Plan needs to be amended to incorporate the management direction for 
the new monument and its resources. More information can be found online at: 
http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=46964  
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Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit: 
On July 17, the Lake Tahoe Basin published the Notice of Availability of a revised Land 
Management Plan. We intend to sign the Record of Decision for the plan in time for the annual 
Tahoe Summit event on August 24, 2015. The revised Land Management Plan becomes effective 
thirty days after. We have revised this forest plan using the 1982 Planning Rule because the 
revision process was substantially underway when the 2012 Planning Rule was developed. More 
information can be found on line at: 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/ltbmu/landmanagement/planning  

Northern Sierra Forests: 
We are considering which forest plans to begin revising next. While no decisions have been 
made yet, we are discussing options for revising several of the Central/Northern Sierra National 
Forest plans. This approach could address two to four forest plan revisions at once including the 
Stanislaus, Eldorado, Tahoe and Plumas National Forests. The Science Synthesis for the three 
early adopter forests (Inyo, Sequoia and Sierra) also applies to these four forests and can be 
found online at: http://www.fs.fed.us/psw/publications/documents/psw_gtr247/. This document 
synthesizes the best available science and integrated recent research to inform forest managers, 
stakeholders, and interested parties concerned with resources issues in the Sierra Nevada, 
southern Cascade Range, and Modoc Plateau. 

Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument: 
On July 10, 2015, President Obama designated the Berryessa Snow Mountain National 
Monument in Northern California. The 330,780-acre monument includes Bureau of Land 
Management lands around Lake Berryessa as well as portions of the Snow Mountain Wilderness 
and the Yuki Wilderness in the Mendocino National Forest. We have begun discussions with the 
BLM California State Office to determine how best to develop a monument plan, and we look 
forward to working with our fellow land management agency on this new endeavor. More 
information can be found online at: http://www.fs.fed.us/visit/berryessa-snow-mountain-
national-monument  
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