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Canyon Creek Complex 

JOHN DAY, Ore. – About 300 federal, state and local firefighters and support personnel are now 
fighting the Canyon Creek Complex. An infrared flight conducted overnight now estimates the fire to 
have grown to 34,000 acres. 
 
“I am humbled by the support we are receiving from the state fire marshal, the county and governor 
all coming together for a common purpose,” said Steve Beverlin, Forest Supervisor at the Malheur 
National Forest. 
 
Because national resources are overtasked for requests to fight multiple fires in multiple states, the 
National Multi-Agency Group (NMAC) is now at National Fire Preparedness Level PL-5, its highest point. 
Still, even with the drain on firefighter resources around the state and western region, attention has come 
to the area, said Beverlin.  
 
Crews constructed dozer lines through the night south of Canyon City, according to Roy Walker, Malheur 
Forest Fire Management Officer. 
 
Resources on the south did a structure triage, which is all efforts on structure protection, he said. 
 
The fire received substantial humidity recoveries overnight, increasing to about 70 to 80 percent providing for 
more favorable conditions for resources to fight the fire, said Walker. Lighter winds are expected, increase in the 
evening, with gusts of 20 mph expected.   
 
People have lost homes to the fire and the crews are doing structural damage assessments now. There are 
challenges getting immediate assessments due to the inaccessibility caused by burnt out wooden creosote bridges, 
rolling rocks, and hazard trees,” said State Fire Marshall Officials. 
 
“Our thoughts and prayers go out to those who are displaced due to the fire,” said Steve Beverlin, Forest Supervisor, 
Malheur National Forest.  
 
Multiple crews are working diligently on the fire now, according to the firefighting officials. Crews 
today are working on structure protection and continuing flanking the fire to slow spread 
towards any additional structures. 
 
Current evacuations are as follows:  
 
Level 3: Dog Creek 
              Marysville South 
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              Pine Creek 
              Canyon Creek 
              Edgewood Drive 
 
Level 2: Laycock Creek 
              Nans Rock Rd 
              Marysville North 
              Dog Creek 
              Adams Drive 
              West Bench Rd 
 
American Red Cross shelter has been staged at the Mt. Vernon Community Center.  
 
The Red Cross is transitioning to providing financial and relief services for displaced residents. Those wishing to 
make monetary donations on behalf of displaced residents can contact the American Red Cross Mountain River 
Chapter at redcross.org/cascades or in person at the shelter located on Ingle Street in Mt. Vernon. 
 
Additional information on the Canyon Creek Complex can be found on Inciweb at: 
http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4495/. 
 
Please be advised of increased fire traffic and smoky conditions throughout the area. Forest Officials ask that the 
public stay clear of all fire activities. 
 
The National Multi-Agency Coordinating Group (NMAC) is increased the National Fire Preparedness Level (PL) to its 
highest point, PL-5, effective at 5:30 a.m. Mountain Daylight Time on Thursday, August 13. The last time that the 
National Preparedness Level was raised to 5 was on August 20, 2013. The National Preparedness Level remained at 5 
for 7 days until it was dropped to 4 on August 26, 2013. This is the fifth time that PL-5 has been reached in the last 
ten years. 
 
Additional fire information can be found at JDIDC - BICC sites online at: http://bicc-jdidc.org/index.shtml.  
 
For more information on the Malheur National Forest, please visit us at www.fs.usda.gov/malheur, follow U.S. 
Forest Service- Malheur National Forest on Facebook, and follow @MalheurNF on Twitter for all the latest forest 
news. 

To report a fire, contact the John Day Interagency Dispatch Center at 541-575-1321 or the Burns Interagency 
Communication Center at 541-573-1000.  
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