
RIM FIRE AUDIO TOUR
The Rim Fire blazed through the Stanislaus National Forest in August of 2013 burning 257,314 acres (402 square 
miles or 1,041 square km). The fire has had a lasting impact on many resources including vegetation, wildlife, 
soil, water quality, and cultural sites. Local camps, businesses, and neighboring communities were impacted 
as well due to evacuations, closures, and loss of structures.

This 11 stop audio tour, which begins from the Groveland Ranger Station, is marked with numbered posts 
which guide you through the burned area along paved roads. An interpretive flyer to guide you can be ob-
tained at the Groveland Ranger Station 8 miles east of the community of Groveland (24545 State Highway 
120, 209-962-7825).

STOP 1: Groveland 
Ranger Station. The 
Rim Fire brought natu-
ral resources, as well 

as the human part of the fire story, 
into sharp view on the Stanislaus 
National Forest. PHOTO BY DUSTY VAUGHN

STOP 2: Rim of the 
World Vista. A shift 
in the wind on the 
fire would have been 

tantamount to death. By looking over 
the firefighting memorials perched 
above this vast canyon, you can see 
there was a great deal at stake. PHOTO 

BY CLINT GOULD

STOP 3: Rainbow 
Pool Day Use Area. 
When steep slopes 
burn intensely, large 

swaths of trees and the surrounding 
vegetation are swept away, leaving 
barren watersheds at risk for costly 
sedimentation problems. PHOTO BY 

DUSTY VAUGHN

STOP 4: City of 
Berkeley Tuolumne 
Family Camp. 
Residents of Berke-

ley have been building memories at 
their camp on the Stanislaus National 
Forest since 1922. When the camp 
burned in the Rim Fire, campers 

joined together to mourn their loss 
and begin the rebuilding process. 
PHOTO BY JERRY SNYDER

STOP 5: Carlon Falls 
Trail. Pine beetles 
aren’t targeting trees 
killed in the Rim Fire. 

They are selecting live, stressed, 
green trees as a better target and host 
for their young. PHOTO BY DUSTY VAUGHN

STOP 6: Salvage 
Timber Operations. 
Nearly 100,000 acres 
burned under very hot 

conditions during the Rim Fire. The 
ghost-like forest of blackened trees left 
in the fire’s wake posed a significant 
safety hazard to travelers and forest 
workers alike. PHOTO BY KEITH RIGGS

STOP 7: Mather 
Meadow. When 
meadows are 
endangered, the 

repercussions affect us all. That’s 
why the U.S. Forest Service is 
committed to ecologically restoring 
meadows across the Stanislaus 
National Forest. PHOTO BY CLINT GOULD

STOP 8: Mather 
Road Overlook. The 
battle for water in Cal-
ifornia has a long his-

tory and as you look into this canyon, 
you can see some of the infrastructure 
that was put at risk during the fire. 
PHOTO BY DUSTY VAUGHN

STOP 9: Incident 
Command Post. 
Imagine the logistics 
involved in communi-

cating with, feeding, and providing 
restroom, shower, and sleeping 
facilities for the 5,000 people 
assigned to the Rim Fire. PHOTO BY 

PAUL SPRINGS

STOP 10: Spinning 
Wheel Overlook. When 
you have a massive 
flaming front, it is not 
always possible to 
save every home. 

Fortunately, the Rogge Ranch home 
on the north side of the Tuolumne 
Wild & Scenic River was saved 
by firefighters similar to some of 
the homes you can see from this 
overlook. PHOTO BY BETSY HARDEN

STOP 11: Ferretti 
Road Fuelbreak. 
Fuel treatments buy 
firefighters a margin 

of safety. They were also responsible 
for saving several communities from 
burning to the ground during the Rim 
Fire. PHOTO BY CLINT GOULD

To hear the story of the Rim Fire,
download the free audio files at

www.3forests.us/rimfire LOOK FOR 
THIS ICON
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