
      
     
 
 
 
 
Saturday, August 22, 2015  
 
Joint Information Center Hotlines: 541-820-3643, 541-820-3633 
Email Address: canyoncreekcomplex@gmail.com 
Facebook: Canyon Creek Fire Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/CanyonCreekFireOregon 
Twitter: Canyon Creek Fire Twitter - https://twitter.com/canyoncreekfire 
Inciweb: http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4495/            

 

 
Smoky Conditions, Limited Fire Activity on Canyon Creek Complex 

 
  

JOHN DAY, OR – Varying levels of smoke lingered over the Canyon Creek Complex and surrounding 
communities Saturday, August 22. The smoke will likely become thicker into the evening in the nearby valleys 
such as Seneca, Prairie City and John Day. Tomorrow smoke will likely begin to move out of the area when 
light winds increase. Visit http://oregonsmoke.blogspot.com/ to learn how to protect yourself from smoke and 
for more information.  
 
Fire activity was limited on the Canyon Creek Complex and there was no significant growth.  Fire behavior was 
limited to creeping, smoldering and some individual and group tree torching. The complex is currently 
estimated at 67,456 acres with approximately 859 personnel currently assigned to this incident. 
 
Firefighters made excellent progress on the Canyon Creek and Jerry’s Draw fires today by taking advantage of 
the change in weather, which brought cooler temperatures and reduced winds throughout the area. 
 
On the Canyon Creek fire, crews continued to patrol and secure hand and dozer lines and mop up along the 
western and northern perimeters of the fire. Structure protection is in place near the fire’s northeastern flank and 
firefighters continue to watch that area closely. Firefighters also continue to focus efforts on the southeast 
portion of the fire. They utilized existing roads and burned out fuels to strengthen lines and slow the progress of 
the main fire. The eastern flank of the fire continues to burn in the Strawberry Mountain Wilderness and is 
being monitored by air.  
 
The 161-acre Jerry’s Draw fire located in the Ricco Road area north of Prairie City is surrounded by a dozer 
line, and crews are beginning to mop up. The fire size was adjusted due to more accurate mapping. 
 
Tonight, night crews will patrol both fires and put out hot spots.  
 
Sunday, August 23 HWY 395 will be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with a pilot car present. Please expect delays.    
 
CR 62 and the 16 are open for through travel. The Malheur National Forest also implemented a new closure 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/malheur/home/?cid=stelprd3845529. 
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The American Red Cross Recovery Services program located at the LDS Church in John Day ended at 4:00pm 
Saturday August 22, 2015. 
 
Closures 
An emergency fire closure is in effect in the Strawberry Mountain Wilderness and adjacent areas. A copy of the 
closure order and map is available at http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4495/    Forest Service personnel have 
assisted with escorting campers and other recreationalists out high-use areas, coordinating with Grant County 
Sheriff’s Office and other local agencies to facilitate the closure.  
 
Fire activity will likely have some effect on hunting, for more information contact- 
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/hunting/ 
 
Please be advised of increased fire traffic and smoky conditions throughout the area. Forest officials ask that the 
public stay clear of all fire activities. 
 
Additional fire information can be found at JDIDC - BICC sites online at: http://bicc-jdidc.org/index.shtml.  
 
For more information on the Malheur National Forest, please visit us at www.fs.usda.gov/malheur, follow U.S. 
Forest Service- Malheur National Forest on Facebook, and follow @MalheurNF on Twitter for all the latest 
forest news. 
 
To report a fire, contact the John Day Interagency Dispatch Center at 541-575-1321 or the Burns Interagency 
Communication Center at 541-573-1000.  
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