
      
     
 
 
 
 
Canyon Creek Complex Evening Update 
Tuesday, August 25, 2015  
 

Fire Information: (541) 820-3643 or (541) 820-3633  
Email Address:   canyoncreekcomplex@gmail.com  
Facebook:   www.facebook.com/canyoncreekfireoregon and/or         
                    www.facebook.com/malheurnationalforest 

Malheur NF www.fs.usda.gov/malheur/ 
Inciweb:   http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4495/ 
Twitter:   @CanyonCreekFire and/or @MalheurNF    

 
JOHN DAY, OR – Today firefighters continued focusing efforts in the northeast portion of the fire, the 
Canyon Creek Complex’s highest priority.  Wildland and structural firefighters continue to be stationed in 
strategic locations along the northern section of the fire and in the residential areas of Upper Pine Creek and 
Upper Dog Creek. They spent the day patrolling, improving and connecting contingency lines and monitoring 
the area closely. The complex is currently estimated at 74,744 acres, 37 percent contained and 707 personnel are 
assigned to this incident.  Crews moved into full mop up mode today along the western and southern section of 
the fire and began to repair dozer lines and mend cut fences.  
 
The northern part of the fire in the Norton Fork Creek area moved little today.  The State Fire Marshal, Oregon 
Department of Forestry and various volunteer fire departments are contributing to structural protection and 
contingency lines on the northeastern portion.  Two task forces (10 engines) from the Oregon State Fire Marshal 
continue to support structure protection efforts.      
 
Several spot fires were located near the active fire line in the Strawberry Lake area.  Helicopters were actively 
dropping water on these spots today to keep them in check until troops can get to them and plan for more 
tomorrow.   
 
Because of recent fire activity, the incident management team and cooperators held a community meeting at the 
Prairie City Grange Hall today.  Approximately 50 people attended the meeting to hear about the fire’s status.  
Some of their concerns include: potential future trends of fires in the Malheur National Forest; the effects of 
Forest closures on camping and hunters; and the naming conventions for establishing fire names. 
 
Troops from the Oregon National Guard will arrive tomorrow and begin to support the fire suppression efforts 
on Thursday.  The Guard will be stationed at Lake Creek Organizational Camp.   
 
Tonight, night crews will continue to patrol both fires and put out hot spots. In the eastern portion of the fire, 
along the 1640 Road and near Roads End Trail Head, crews continue to improve hand lines and roadsides in 
preparation for potential burnout activities tomorrow afternoon or evening.  
 
The 165-acre Jerry’s Draw Fire is 100 percent contained.  Today, firefighters continued with mop up 
operations, improving fire lines and cutting hazardous trees.  Tomorrow they will begin moving into a patrol 
and monitoring phase. 
 

    



Varying levels of smoke lingered over the complex and the surrounding communities. Prairie City received 
steady smoke throughout the day, while areas south and west of the fire had less smoke. Two portable smoke 
monitors arrived August 24 and are now deployed; one monitor was placed in Prairie City and the other in 
Seneca.  Real-time smoke readings are available at http://oregonsmoke.blogspot.com.  
 
Forest Closure related to the fire is currently in effect: the Canyon Creek Complex Fire Closure and the 
Strawberry Mountain Wilderness. Copies of the closure order and map are available at 
www.fs.usda.gov/detail/malheur/home/?cid=stelprd3845529.  
 
Please be advised of fire traffic and smoky conditions throughout the area. Forest officials ask that the public 
stay clear of all fire-related activities. 
 
Additional Information 
 
A contingency from Great Britain is visiting the Canyon Creek Complex to learn how the United States 
manages large complex incidents.  They are here to see operational tactics first hand and learn about the 
Incident Command System. After arriving in the U.S., they received an orientation and completed S-110 and S-
130 basic firefighting training. While visiting the Canyon Creek Complex they were able to visit the field and 
observe crews working and physically assisted in digging fireline, 
 
CR 62, the 16 Road and Highway 395 are open for through travel with no restrictions.  However, crews 
continue work on roadside needs, so expect intermittent delays.  Drivers are urged to use caution.  Smoke will 
continue for some time, please do not report unless active fire is seen. 
 
The Malheur National Forest is pulling together a burned area emergency rehabilitation team to begin 
developing a restoration plan. 
 
Public Safety Alert: If traveling through the area that has burned, please do not leave your vehicles and walk 
through ashes due to hot spots, stump holes and falling trees.   
 
Ready, Set, Go – Given the current weather and fire conditions in Grant County, it is a good idea to be 
prepared for emergencies.  Visit http://wildlandfirersg.org/ for further information about how to be prepared and 
what to pack for emergency evacuations.  The American Red Cross also has important information regarding 
emergency preparedness.  Go to http://www.redcross.org/support/emergency-preparedness for further tips and 
suggestions. 
 
Additional area fire information can be found at JDIDC - BICC (John Day Interagency Dispatch Center - Burns 
Interagency Communication Center) sites online at http://bicc-jdidc.org/index.shtml.  
 
Fire activity will likely have an effect on hunting this season. For more information, visit 
www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/hunting/ 
 
For the latest Malheur National Forest news, please visit www.fs.usda.gov/malheur or follow the Forest on 
Facebook at U.S. Forest Service-Malheur National Forest or on Twitter at @MalheurNF. 
 
Reporting 
To report a fire, contact the John Day Interagency Dispatch Center at (541) 575-1321 or the Burns Interagency 
Communication Center at (541) 573-1000.  
 
 

  


