
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
Kootenai	National	Forest	Fire	Update	for	September	1	

 
LIBBY, Mont. Sept. 1, 2015 4:30 p.m. – The rainfall which has fallen on various parts 
of the forest over the last 48 hours coupled with cooler temperatures has helped the 
overall fire effort. Forest officials are contemplating lifting some closure orders and area 
closures in the near future, if weather patterns hold. With this break in the weather, the 
forest has resumed detection flights to detect fires that were unseen because of the smoky 
conditions. 
 
Transition discussions are taking place with the local complex teams about the fires 
situation and the possibility of turning some fires over to Type III teams or over to the 
local ranger districts to manage. 
 
The evacuation notices issued a few days ago have been lifted for homeowners along the 
Bull River corridor and as of this morning at 6:00 a.m. residents can return home. The 
pre-evacuation plans are still in effect. 
 
In the Libby area, pre-evacuation plans are still in effect for residents and businesses west 
of highway 2 and east of the Klatawa Fire. The pre-evacuation notices are given to 
residents in case the fire conditions change and necessitates an evacuation. 
 
The forest has requested and has received additional firefighting resources. Additional 
crews, engines, and aerial resources where possible have been added to the Kootenai’s 
firefighting force. The crews are making progress constructing fire line and fortifying 
previously built lines and this has drastically improved fighting the fires and freeing up 
personnel for initial attack.  
 
Outside of the three groups of complex fires (Northeast Kootenai, Goat Rock, and Clark 
Fork); most of the other fires on the forest are either out or in monitoring or patrol status.  
 
Fire updates are included in the individual fire updates issued by the Goat Rock 
Complex, Northeast Kootenai Complex, and Clark Fork Complex.  
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The Goat Rock Complex includes the Klatawa, Vimy, Chippewa, Popular Point, Berray 
Mountain, Pine Ridge and Dad Fires.  
 
The Northeast Kootenai Complex includes the Marston, Sunday, and Barnaby Fires. 
There is a public meeting scheduled for Wednesday, September 2, at 1900 at the Trego 
Civic Center. 
 
The Clark Fork Complex includes the Scotchman Peak, Sawtooth, Napoleon, and 
Government Fires among others. There is a public meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 
September 2, at 1830 at the Clark Fork High School. 
 
Bow season begins September 5, and hunters and other recreationists are encouraged to 
fill out the information cards available at trail head locations. If further closures are 
implemented, these cards would be used to determine whether members of the public are 
camped in an area that has become unsafe so that they can be notified by backcountry 
rangers. Stage II Fire Restrictions are still in effect as well, so building, maintaining, 
attending, or using a fire or campfire is still prohibited.  
 
To register for the Lincoln County Emergency Alert system, visit:  
http://lincolncountymt.us/  
 
Kootenai Interagency Dispatch Website 
http://gacc.nifc.gov/nrcc/dc/mtkdc/INDEX.HTM 
 
InciWeb – Wildfire Information 
http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/state/27/ 
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