
“Pleasant summer over 
And all the summer flowers, 
The red fire blazes, 
the grey smoke towers.” 

-  Robert Louis Stevenson, “Autumn Fires”  
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Fall, like fire, is 
both death and the 
promise of new 
life.  It is now four 
years since fall and 
fire met in the 
Pagami Creek Fire 
of September 2011, 
the largest fire on 

the Superior in recent history.  Walking through the fire 
area is a different experience than it was before the fire, 
but it is also much changed from immediately after the 
fire.  It is even markedly different than it was just last 
year, and the promised new life is slowly gaining the 
upper hand over death.   

 
Far from being barren as it was 
immediately after the fire, 
much of the forest floor is now 
a tangled mass of regrowth.  
Young aspen, alder, and hazel 
bushes are all tied together with 
the aptly named bindweed 
creating an almost impenetrable 
thicket which is six feet tall in 
areas.  Other spots are more 
parklike, but full of two to three 
foot tall jack pine.  The standing 
dead trees that have held up are beginning to fall over in greater 
numbers.  Unlike the aftermath of a wind storm where the fallen all line up the same direction, these trees are 
scattered like jackstraws, haphazardly lying in all directions.   
 
Fall colors are in the burned area as well.  Blacks and grays are still dominant colors, but the browns of fall grasses complement 
the greens of young growth.  Purple and white asters coat some areas, and the bright magenta of a few remaining fireweed 
blossoms punctuate the forest.  Splashed against this background is the incredibly, almost fluorescent red of bindweed leaves.  
Birds are plentiful, including the usually uncommon black backed woodpecker.  They are all here for the 
abundant insects that are living in the dead trees, eating their fill on their way to the south. 

 
In other parts of the forest, it is still very 
early in the fall.  Some colors are beginning to 
show, and birch and aspen are yellowing, 
though they may not reach their peak until after 
the still green maples lose their leaves. There 
are many contrasts in the forest, burned and 
unburned, old and new growth, fall and still 
summer.  This is a great week to travel widely 
and see animals on the  roads, and all the 
different ways the woods ease into fall.  
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