
Two roads diverged in a yellow 
wood, and I - 
I took the one less traveled by 
And that has made all the 
difference.   
-  Robert Frost, The Road Not Taken  
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Like no other season of the year, fall 
imposes on us a sense of time passing.  
The Beach Boys sing of Endless 
Summer, and all of us are too familiar 

with an endless winter.  Sitting 
on the deck, one summer day 
seems much like the next, and 
time drifts past without leaving 
much of a wake.  Winter days 
too run together in our minds.  
It’s cold, there’s snow, and 
tomorrow it will be cold, and 
there will be snow.  Not so with 
fall.  Fall changes daily, each dawn 
unique, filled with colors and leaves that 
may not be there tomorrow.  Eighty 
degree days are followed by frost 

warnings, thunder is followed by sun.  Even the length of the day itself changes more 
rapidly in fall than in winter or summer.  The morning walk with the dog is filled with 

birds and sunshine one week, and then the next 
week you are using a headlamp and seeing Orion in 
the sky for the first time.  The passage of time that 
was impossible to sense in the summer now seems 
obvious and unmistakable.  Hidden in the rapid 
changes of fall is the peak of fall color.  No one looks for the peak of winter white, or the 

peak of summer green, because their 
peaks are more of plateaus, lasting for 
weeks.  Not so with fall.  The peak will 
be here and gone.  It will be spread 
through the forest at different times, 
but in any one spot, there may only be 
a few days at best before the rain falls, 
the wind rises, and the leaves float to 
earth.  Don’t delay.  Get outside. 

 
Leaves on the Superior are near, at, or just past peak this week depending on where 
you are.  Inland from Lake Superior is farther ahead than lakeshore, and north is farther 
ahead than south even over the relatively short north to south width of the Forest.  Good 
luck in your search for the perfect spot amid the rapidly changing fall forest!  
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