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Dear Interested Party: 
Based on comments received during scoping, I have decided to modify the Maple Run 
Watershed Improvement Project. I am now initiating a new scoping period so that you may 
comment on the proposed modifications and for me to consider additional input that you may 
have prior to making a decision. 

Background 
On March 26, 2008, the Marienville Ranger District proposed the Maple Run Watershed 
Improvement Project to reduce soil erosion and sedimentation into Maple Run. The project 
proposed to realign Forest Road (FR) 104 including eliminating one stream crossing and 
performing in-stream work to improve aquatic habitat in Maple Run. FR 104 is located south of 
State Route 948 in Highland Township, Elk County, and is currently managed as an open road. 

The proposed realignment of FR 104 included: 

• Decommissioning, stabilizing, and reclaiming 0.1 mile of FR 104 that drains directly 
into Maple Run and eliminating one of the stream crossings; 

• Removing 0.36 mile of FR 104 from the Forest Service road system; 

• Adding 0.37 miles of non-system (NS) road 22992 to the Forest Service road system (as 
FR 104) and bringing it up to Forest Service standards, including applying limestone 
surfacing; and 

• Adding 10 new culverts to FR 104 over 1.1 miles (including the new segment of NS 
22992) to improve natural drainage and bring the road up to Forest Service standards. 

No changes in road management were proposed: however, a slight reduction in the Forest 
Service road system (0.08 miles) would have occurred with implementation of the proposal. 
Segments of FR 104 that were proposed to be removed from the Forest Service road system 
would have been closed to the public. 

Replacement of the three culverts at the stream’s lower crossing (on the section of FR 104 to be 
removed from the FS road system) with a larger culvert was proposed to allow for fish passage, 
and application of limestone surfacing at this stream crossing was proposed to reduce 
sedimentation. 

The placement of log and rock structures in Maple Run was proposed to improve in-stream 
habitat. The excavation of the stream channel was also proposed where sedimentation is 
excessive in order to create pools and riffles. At one site, sediment deposited on the floodplain 
was proposed to be stabilized or removed. 

Proposed Action (Modified) 
The modified proposed action is to: 

• Remove from the Forest Service road system and decommission two segments of FR 
104, totaling 0.1 mile, by removing the roadbed and culverts at the two Maple Run 



 

stream crossings (Segments B and D [see attached map for location of lettered road 
segments]); stabilize and rehabilitate the banks of the stream (including the road 
approaches); and restore the streambed (the existing culverts are undersized and poorly 
set, do not allow fish passage, and contribute to sedimentation in Maple Run); 

• Add six new culverts to the Timberline ATV Trail “C” Loop (Segment E) to improve 
natural drainage and reduce soil erosion; 

• Perform in-stream work to improve aquatic habitat within Maple Run (as described in 
the original proposed action); and 

• Remove from the Forest Service road system the remaining four segments of FR 104, 
totaling1.5 miles (Segments A, C, E and F). Retain private access to oil and gas 
development along these segments. 

As a result of this modified proposed action: 

• FR 104 would no longer be open to public motor vehicle travel. 

• Motor vehicle traffic, which utilizes the two FR 104 stream crossings, would now have to 
cross Maple Run on FR 134. 

• Private oil and gas operators who utilize the two FR 104 stream crossings would now 
have to use the FR 134 crossing. Any future requests to construct a stream crossing on 
Maple Run would be evaluated on a case-by-case basis and would require Forest Service 
authorization for surface disturbance and Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection permits for any in-stream work. 

• The FR 104 corridor south of the lower stream crossing (Segment E) would continue as 
part of the Timberline ATV Trail “C” Loop. Dispersed camping sites located along this 
segment of FR104 would only be accessible to the public by ATV (via the trail) or by 
foot. 

• Segments A, C, E and F of the FR 104 corridor would continue to provide restricted 
access to privately-held oil and gas developments as non-system roads. When no longer 
needed for private access to oil and gas developments, Segments A, C, and F would be 
decommissioned and rehabilitated, and Segment E would remain as part of the 
Timberline ATV Trail. 

Purpose and Need 
The stream crossings proposed to be eliminated are in poor condition, pose a barrier to fish 
passage, and are a potential flood hazard. The proposed action, as modified, would also reduce 
soil erosion and sedimentation in Maple Run. The ANF Land and Resource Management Plan 
(LRMP) includes a goal on page 14 that states: “Maintain or restore watersheds and their 
associated stream and groundwater processes, channel stability, riparian resources, and aquatic 
habitats to a functional condition. Provide quality, quantity, and duration of stream flow to 
maintain levels that support desired aquatic species or the most restrictive beneficial use.” 

Type of Analysis 
In-stream work, including the stream crossings, falls within category of exclusion 36 CFR 220.6 
(e) (7). This category allows for “Modification or maintenance of stream or lake aquatic habitat 
improvement structures using native materials or normal practices.” Decommissioning of FR 104 

 



 

 

and installing culverts on the Timberline ATV Trail fall within category of exclusion 36 CFR 
220.6 (f) (4), which allows for “Repair and maintenance of roads, trails and landline boundaries.” 

The analysis will consider whether extraordinary circumstances related to the proposed action 
warrant further consideration in an environmental assessment or environmental impact 
statement. Resource conditions that will be considered include: federally-listed threatened or 
endangered species or Forest Service sensitive species; floodplains, wetlands, or municipal 
watersheds; Congressionally-designated areas such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, or 
National Recreation Areas; inventoried roadless areas; Research Natural Areas; or American 
Indian and Alaska Native religious/cultural sites, archaeological sites, or historical 
properties/areas (Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 30, Section 30.3, Paragraph 2). The 
mere presence of one or more of these conditions does not preclude use of the category; rather, it 
is the degree of the potential effect that determines whether extraordinary circumstances exist. 

Comments 
Please submit comments by November 17, 2008. Written comments should be mailed to: Robert 
T. Fallon, District Ranger, Marienville Ranger District, Allegheny National Forest, HC 2 Box 
130, Marienville, PA 16239 or may be submitted via facsimile to (814) 927-2285. The office 
business hours for those submitting hand-delivered comments are: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. Oral comments should be provided during normal 
business hours to the Marienville Ranger District office by telephoning (814) 927-6628 or by 
visiting the office. Electronic comments should be submitted in a format such as an email 
message, plain text (.txt), rich text format (.rtf), or Microsoft Word (.doc) file to comments-
eastern-allegheny-marienville@fs.fed.us. Comments received in response to this solicitation, 
including names and addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public 
record on this proposed decision and will be available for public inspection. Comments 
submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered. 

For additional information, contact Kevin Treese, District NEPA coordinator, at (814) 927-5759. 
This letter and the attached map are also available at:  
http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/forests/allegheny/projects/other/. Thank you for your interest in the 
management of the Allegheny National Forest. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
/s/ Robert T. Fallon 
ROBERT T. FALLON 
District Ranger 
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