
 
 

 
 

 

Employer of Choice 
To the Rescue! 

On Sunday, February 3, 2013, a State Conservation Officer working on the southern part of the 

National Forest was on snowmobile patrol when he hit a stump covered by snow.  The officer’s  

sled tipped to the side, causing him  to fall and dislocate his shoulder.  Unable to right his sled, 

he radioed for assistance from Forest LEO’s Paul Nordeen and  Kent Ledermann and State CO 

Gary Somners.  Temperatures were below zero.  The three officers were on duty and able to 

respond quickly. They snowmobiled into the site, transported the officer via snowmobile to a 

truck and got him to the local hospital.   The injured officer is doing well, thanks to the quick 

response by fellow law enforcement officers.  Chippewa National Forest officers work routinely 

with other law enforcement agencies in the area, including State and Tribal Conservation 

Officers, County Sheriff’s deputies, and Tribal Police.  Thanks to that cooperation, they always 

have a “partner” on the job, no matter what agency, watching out for their safety. 

 

New Blackduck District Ranger Announced!   

Join us in welcoming Brian Tritle as the new Blackduck District Ranger.  He comes to the Chippewa National Forest most 

recently from the Filmore Ranger Districk on the Fishlake National Forest in Utah where he is the Recreation, Lands, and 

Special Uses Staff Officer.    Brian arrives on the Forest in April,  in time for lake ice breakup and spring on the Forest! 

 
Walk the Talk for Sustainability  
 
The annual Forest Health Workshop was held on the Chippewa 
National Forest on Tuesday, February 12 in Walker.  This workshop is 
coordinated annually between the Forest and the Minnesota 
DNR.  Ninety people attended representing the Forest Service, 
various divisions of the Minnesota DNR, private industry, County land 
departments, County SWCD offices, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, 
private forestry consultants and the University of Minnesota.   

 
Attendees heard presentations on 2012 aerial survey results and forest health update, physiological stress and 

associated pests, approaches to the 2012 blowdown event, Minnesota gypsy moth  trap results, black ash stand 

dynamics, and anticipating emerald ash borer impacts.  The group was also introduced  to SPRUCE – a climate change 

experiment in the Marcell Experimental Forest, and management of dwarf mistletoe of black spruce and Diplodia canker 

of red pine.  Speakers included Mike Albers, Ryan Blaedow and Jana Albers, DNR Forest Health Specialists, Jim Gubbels, 

CNF Forester, Jon Drimel, DNR Timber Forester, Lucia Hunt, MDA Gypsy Moth Program Coordinator, Dr. Tony D’Amato, 

U of M professor & researcher, and Dr. Randy Kolka, USFS-NRS Research Scientist. 
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Revolutionize Effectiveness and Efficiency 

2013 Ice Rescue Training 

The 13th Annual Ice Rescue Training was held January 26th on the Chippewa 

National Forest.  Various law enforcement agencies, rescue teams, firefighters and 

Emergency Medical Response  teams participated in the event.  The groups 

gathered to simulate various ice rescue situations in order to better coordinate skills 

and equipment in the case of a real ice rescue event.   Organizers from the Cass 

Country Sheriff’s Office and the Cass Lake Fire Department cut  holes in the ice in 

order for officers to practice using “Gumby Suits” and rescue equipment.  Chippewa 

National Forest Officer Paul Nordeen participated in the event, joining others from 

around the state who want to pursue their Ice Rescue Certification.     

Protect Ecosystems Across Boundaries 

Itasca County Assistant Engineer Tony Carter was recognized for work in a successful four year partnership with the 

Chippewa National Forest.  Acting Natural Resources Team Leader Todd Tisler noted that Tony has assisted the Forest in 

reaching watershed restoration goals, including restoring fish passage and improving hydrologic function of streams 

that cross County roads and are immediately adjacent to the Chippewa National Forest.   Through the partnership with 

Itasca County, function of various watersheds on over 33 miles of stream has been completed, allowing access for fish to 

over 3700 acres of lake habitat. 

 

Connecting Citizens to the Land  

Winter education programs can sometimes be a challenge to schedule.  One school group recently 

had to cancel  their field trip out on the Walker Ranger district twice due to January snow storms 

and -30 below windchills.  Their patience was rewarded on February 26.  The group of sixty 5th 

graders enjoyed a day out at Shingobee Hills with Mary Nordeen on a sunny 34 degree day.  

Winter adaptations was the theme, and the group snowshoed, put their observation skills to the 

test and enjoyed an incredible day in the winter woods. 

 

The Deer River Ranger District hosted the 21st Annual Candlelight Ski on 

February 7th.   Originally held at the Cut Foot Sioux Visitor Center (about 17 

miles north of Deer River)  the District has partnered with the Deer River 

School District and Itasca County Community Education over the last 4 years 

to offer this event a little closer to home.   Over 100 people participated in 

the event, with an incredible night of luminaries, snowshoeing and a 

memorable cross-country ski adventure.    Thanks to Jean Ramstad, 

Michelle Heiker, Greg Alle, Patti Hines, and James Davis from the Deer River 

District Office for continuing this great winter tradition! 


