
 

Hadley Gulch Trail #1840 
 

Length: 5.0 miles one-way (8.0 km one-way)  Difficulty:  Hard 
Beginning Elevation:  6,200 ft. (1,900 m)  Ending Elevation: 9,400 ft. (2,865 m) 
USGS Quad Maps: Deep Creek Point    Use: Moderate 
 
ACCESS: From New Castle, travel north on 7th Street (which becomes Midland Ave). At the 
edge of town, take a slight left and continue 3.1 miles on County Road 245 (Buford Road). Turn 
right onto County Road 243 (Main Elk Creek Road) and travel 5.8 miles to the Clinetop 
Trailhead. The trailhead will be on the left side of the road. 
 
TRAIL OVERVIEW: Hadley Gulch Trail leads visitors from Main Elk Creek to the top of Clinetop 
Mesa, gaining approximately 3,200 feet of elevation over a distance of 5 miles. Along the way, 
visitors will pass beneath steep slopes and picturesque rock faces as they follow the path 
through the bottom of the gulch.  
 
The trail begins at the Clinetop Trailhead and initially heads north. This first section of the trail 
has a mild grade and offers good views towards Main Elk Canyon. At about 0.5 miles visitors 
will come to a fork in the trail; keep right to remain on the path for Hadley Gulch (the left fork 
leads to a popular climbing area above Main Elk Creek). From here, the grade begins to 
increase as the trail angles away from the creek. The trail soon enters Hadley Gulch and begins 
to steadily climb. Visitors will initially pass through stands of oak brush and aspen before 
reaching an old burn area. The gulch narrows over the final few miles, offering a close-up 
perspective of the surrounding slopes and rock faces.   
 
At about 4.5 miles, the trail emerges from the gulch, turns north, and leads visitors to the top of 
the Mesa. At this point, visitors are treated to expansive views of the nearby meadows and 
surrounding topography. Hadley Gulch Trail ends at Forest Road 653 near the Clinetop Cow 
Camp.   
 
TRAIL OPEN TO THE FOLLOWING USES: Hiking and horseback riding 
 
ETHICS/REGULATIONS:  

 Please be respectful of other trail users 
 Please refrain from littering: Pack It In & Pack It Out! 

 No camping within 100 feet of any surface waters  

 

This information is intended for use as guidance only. We strongly suggest purchasing a topographic 

trail map prior to beginning any trip on the National Forest.  

Remember to check current conditions and “Know Before You Go” 


