
 
Three Forks Trail #2150 

 
Length: 5.3 miles one-way (8.5 km one-way)  Difficulty:  Moderate 
Beginning Elevation:  7,600 ft. (2316 m)  Ending Elevation: 9,200 ft. (2804 m) 
USGS Quad Map: Triangle Park    Use: Moderate 
 
ACCESS: From Rifle, go north on Railroad Ave (Highway 13) to County Road 325. Turn right 
onto 325. Follow CR-325 for approximately 14 miles past Rifle Gap, Rifle Falls, and through 
Rifle Mountain Park until you come to the White River National Forest boundary. The road 
becomes Forest Road 832 at this point. 
 

To the Lower Trailhead: Continue on FR-832 for approximately 1.5 miles until you come 
to a "Y" in the road. Take the left fork to Three Forks. Follow the road to the parking area 
and the trailhead. 

 

To the Upper Trailhead: Continue on FR-832 for approximately 1.3 miles and then take 
a left hand turn at the sign for Coulter Lake Guest Ranch. Continue up the winding road 
(still FR 832) for 5 miles until you reach FR 833.  Turn right onto FR 833 and follow 3.5 
miles to FR 211.  Turn right on FR 211 and travel east approximately 3 miles to trailhead 
on your right. 

 
TRAIL OVERVIEW: Three Forks Trail runs from East Rifle Creek to the top of Coulter Mesa. 
The trail can be accessed from Forest Road-832 (Lower Trailhead) and the Bar HL Road (Upper 
Trailhead), and can be traveled in either direction. Three Forks Trail winds its way through 
several gulches and passes through a variety of forest growth, including blue spruce, douglas 
fir, and aspen. Users are also treated to several expansive views of the surrounding topography. 
Starting from the Lower Trailhead, the first two thirds of the trail has a gradual elevation gain 
and stays close to the creek. Over its final two miles, the trail turns up Hoover Gulch and 
ascends to the top of the Mesa. The top of the trail is also an outstanding location for viewing 
aspen colors in the fall.   
 
A popular use of this trail is to hike or ride from top to bottom and arrange a car shuttle pickup. 
 
TRAIL OPEN TO THE FOLLOWING USES: Hiking, bicycling, and horseback riding 
 
ETHICS/REGULATIONS:  
• Please be respectful of other trail users 
• Please refrain from littering: Pack It In & Pack It Out! 
• No camping at Lower Three Forks Trailhead, or within 100 feet of any surface waters  

 

This information is intended for use as guidance only. We strongly suggest purchasing a topographic 
trail map prior to beginning any trip on the National Forest.  

Remember to check current conditions and “Know Before You Go” 


