
CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING  
 

ATTRACTIONS/CONSIDERATIONS:  The Government Trail is a peaceful, seldom traveled wooded trail 
between West Buttermilk and Snowmass.  The trail passes through magnificent stands of Aspen and 
evergreens, making it one of the most beautiful  cross-country trails around.  Much of the trail crosses 
private property, so care must be taken to stay on the main trail.  The trail is marked  by some blue 
diamonds and a couple of signs. 
 
ACCESS:  You can access this trail from the West Buttermilk Road out of the Main Buttermilk parking lot 
(west of Hwy. 82).  Go through the parking lot to the far  end and follow the road going uphill from that point 
for 2.8 miles, to its end. Park in the parking area for West Buttermilk.  Ski across the West Buttermilk slope 
to the right hand side.  About 200 yards up the slope is a trail going into the woods with a couple of signs; 
one is an avalanche warning sign and the other a National Forest access sign.  Just beyond the signs is a 
gate that marks the beginning of the trail.  There is also another access point quite a bit farther up the 
slope, but the lower one is more commonly used.  (The trail can also be accessed at the other end from 
the Snowmass Ski area off the lower part of the Funnel Bypass Run). 
 
NARRATIVE: The Government Trail climbs steadily through aspen until it reaches the ridge, where it 
levels off a little.  As it rounds a corner, a side trail going straight uphill with a sign to Snowmass will 
appear; the easiest option is to stay on the lower trail which follows the contour of the hill as it slowly climbs 
for almost another mile through the trees and along a couple of meadows.  Next, the trail works its way 
above White's Lake (actually a pond); straight up from the lake you will come to an intersection with signs 
pointing to the left for Buttermilk, and to the right for Snowmass. 
 
ETHICS/REGULATIONS:  Before you go out  check into available routes, their condition, ownership of 
land, posted area, regulations that apply and the following rules: 
 
           *          Respect private property.  Ask permission before entering. 
           *          Be considerate of other winter back-country travelers.  Remember we're all out to          
                       enjoy the outdoors. 
           *          Avoid disturbing wild animals by staying out of elk and deer wintering areas.                
                       Detour  if you spot wildlife.   
           *          Wilderness Areas and Primitive areas are closed to motorized recreational              
                       vehicles.  Inquire at a local Forest Service office if in doubt.  Obey all signs. 
           *          BEWARE OF AVALANCHES!  Avalanches may occur at any time during the winter.       
                       Avoid mountainous terrain after heavy snowfalls or prolonged periods of high wind.          
                       Stay on the windblown side of ridges.  Avoid crossing steep  hillsides and entering           
                       narrow, steep canyons.   
           *          Remember to notify a responsible person of your travel plans.                                             
                  PACK IT IN—PACK IT OUT!!    LEAVE NO TRACE!! 
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This map is intended for use as a general guide only, not for actual land navigation.  The White River National 
Forest suggests purchasing a topographical trail map prior to your cross-country/snowshoe trip. 

GOVERNMENT TRAIL 
Length: 9.8 miles one-way (15.8 km)                           Difficulty:     Moderate                   
Trail Use:    Moderate 
Beginning Elevation: 9,200 feet (2804 m)                   Ending Elevation: 9,450 feet (2880 m) 
USGS Map(s):  Aspen, Highland Peak 


